
Charter Township of Oshtemo – Proposed 2017 Budget 
November 4, 2016  

The public will get an opportunity to comment on the Oshtemo 2017 budget at a hearing in November. The 

Public Hearing is scheduled for November 15, 2016, 7 pm, at the Township Hall. The budget is available 

online at the Oshtemo website, www.oshtemo.org, on the Notice Board, and in hard copy is at the 

Township office. Similarly, the 2017-2022 Capital Improvement Plan is available and will also be considered 

by the Board November 15th.  

General financial efforts update:   

 The Board is actively seeking grant and low interest loan funding sources to lower costs for the many 

needed sanitary sewer neighborhood infill projects.  

 The Board is assigning $200,000 of general savings for future road improvements at no cost to 

residents or businesses. The Road Commission of Kalamazoo County informs Oshtemo Township had an 

average PASER rating of 5.94 in 2016. This is the top rating among Townships. “The roads in Oshtemo 

are some of the best in the County,” Travis Bartholomew, RCKC. This reflects steady, annual Oshtemo 

participation with the road commission PAR program for local road maintenance.  

 The Board will accomplish both the 2017 capital projects and new staffing without an increase in 

property taxes. The police special assessment is proposed to change. See the highlights section below 

for details.   

Revenues:  

 Overall, including use of savings for capital projects, revenues are increased 29% over 2016.  

 Revenue from Property Tax, “Statutory/EVIP/Population” Revenue Sharing, and Constitutional Revenue 

Sharing is projected to be $2,462,891. This is a decrease of 2% over 2016. The decrease is attributed to 

the commercial property tax devaluations, from the publicized problem known as “dark stores.”  

Highlights of the expenditures in the budget: 

 An allocation increase for local roads in the General Fund to $826,500 at no increase in taxes. Road 

projects include West G Ave, Ravine to 131, BTR 2.0 road construction, and chip seal road maintenance 

projects in support of the road commission PAR local road maintenance program. Specific PAR projects 

will be selected later, in coordination with the road commission.  

 A $1.1 million police contract with Kalamazoo County and the Sheriff’s Office maintains nine 

contracted deputies, including the Oshtemo Lieutenant, Sergeant, Community Policing Officer, 

Dedicated Traffic Officer, and five deputies. The police assessment will increase from .5 to .9 for 

residential areas, and will increase from 2.5 to 3.8 for business and multi-housing areas. For the typical 

Oshtemo residential property, this means a $35 annual increase.  

 Fire Department staffing increased mid-2016 by four full time firefighters, and these positions continue 

in 2017.  

 With increased capital projects and development applications up over 17%, the budget proposes to add 

one full time Public Works technical staff person, and an additional ten hour per week Planning 

Department staff person. 

 A relatively low 4.1% increase in the cost of health insurance premiums. 

 A South Drake Road Corridor Improvement Authority (SoDA) $40,000 reimbursement to the Township 

for Drake Road pathway construction, and $2,700 to contract for path snow plowing.  

 $5 million for major capital construction projects, including— West KL sanitary sewer extension, South 

Drake Road non-motorized path, Grange Hall renovation for barrier free access and use as a polling 

location, KLA Group North 2nd St/West J Ave area public water extension, and economic development 

infrastructure for the WMU BTR 2.0 (water, sewer, road, and non-motorized). Revenues for these 

capital projects are from grants, partners, and township savings.  
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