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How to contact your Oshtemo Township Officials

Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 216-5220 libbyhc@oshtemo.org

Township Office Hours

Clerk Deb Everett 216-5224 deverett@oshtemo.org
Treasurer Nancy Culp 216-5221 ncoshtwp@oshtemo.org
Trustee Nancy Carr 353-7141 nancycarr@bhhsmi.com
Trustee Dusty Farmer 251-5832 dfarmer@oshtemo.org
Trustee Zak Ford 271-5513 zak.r.ford@gmail.com

Trustee Grant Taylor 773-456-8777 granttaylor20@gmail.com

Monday thru Thursday 8 am to 5 pm
Friday 8amto 1 pm
(1st Thurs each month open at 9 am)
We will be CLOSED
September 7—Labor Day

Assessor 216-5225
Planning Department 216-5223
Parks Director Karen High 216-5223 khigh@oshtemo.org

Ordinance Enforcement Rick Suwarsky 216-5227 rsuwarsky@oshtemo.org

November 11—Veterans Day
November 26/27—Thanksgiving

Fire Chief Mark Barnes 375-0487 mbarnes@oshtemo.org

2015 Dump Day Schedule
Township Hall Parking Lot
9 am-3pm

Sept 26 Oct 31 Nov 21

Proof of residency required

Yard waste, kitchen garbage, dead animals, hazardous
materials, or large quantities of building materials cannot
be accepted.

Leaf Drop Off Days—Nov 7 & Nov 21
Hauler cannot accept plastic bags, paper bags can be
placed in the truck.

BORGESS FLU CLINIC
Wednesday, October 7, 2015

10am - 12noon

Oshtemo Township Hall
7275 West Main

For more information please contact Khim Peoples at
khimpeoples@borgess.com or 269-324-4820.

BLOOD DRIVE NEWS

*Wednesday, October 28th 11 am—6 pm
Come in for chili & chance to win a 525 gift card!
*December 26th—11 am—6 pm
Come in for hot soup & chance to win a 525 gift card!

June winner was...Keith Clapp!!
J August winner was April DelLange

Bi-Monthly Blood Drives are held at
the Township Hall, 7275 West Main

Appointments can be made with
Michigan Blood by phone 1-866-MIBLOOD or

Michigan Blood

Miblood saves lives:

Protect Your Identity FREE SHREDDING DAY
October 17th 9:30 am to 11:30 am.
The location this year is
Consumers Credit Union
4023 Portage Road
We will be working with the vendor to host a shred day for
Oshtemo Township residents in April, 2016.

REMINDER—Summer taxes are due September 14th
Tuesday September 15'h, 1% penalty fee is added.
October 1* an additional 1% will be added.

Mailed payments must be postmarked no later than Sept 14™
and received by the 18" to be considered on time.

email miblood.org.

G SALVATION ARMY COAT DRIVE
October 1 thru October 21
Help make winter a little warmer....

> 3
The Township Office will be a drop off point

for the Salvation Army’s coat drive. A barrel will be in the
lobby for your gently used coats and jackets!!
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Great Parks Make Great Communities!

The second phase of improvements at Flesher Field are nearly
complete! More and more residents are coming to play on the
new playground, picnic in the new shelter, and walk the new
paved loop trail. The new parking lot and entrance is safer for
kids, pedestrians, and vehicles entering the park. Much needed
new restrooms are appreciated by all, and two new wiffleball
fields are seeded and will soon be ready for games. A beautiful
gazebo is under construction and shrubs, perennial flowers, and
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ornamental grasses will be added this fall. Flesher Field Dedication Ceremony—August 15th

Flesher Field has been an important asset to our community for over 40 years. By improving accessibility and adding
new amenities, we hope that it will continue to be a favorite gathering place for all Oshtemo residents for many years.
As one of the Oshtemo deputies conveyed to us, “People are flocking to the (redeveloped) parks!” Next summer, we
envision Flesher Field hosting outdoor concerts and weddings in the new gazebo, wiffleball games on the new fields,
and family reunions and birthday parties in the new picnic shelter. If you have ideas for new activities, events, or
programs at Flesher Field next summer, please contact Karen High, Parks Director, at the email address below. We
would love to hear from you.

Township Park, located behind the township offices on West Main Street, features a playground, tennis courts, basket-
ball courts, two paved loop trails, two picnic shelters, a wiffleball field, and a wooded area with an 18-hole disc golf
course and unpaved walking trails. This park is extremely popular for celebrations and family events. The larger picnic
shelter can be reserved on line at www.oshtemo.org, by visiting the Township office, 7275 West Main Street, or calling
375-4260.

A master plan for the Township’s historic Drake Farmstead, located at 927 North Drake Road, was developed with
public input over the past several months. The plan proposes new uses and activities for the 26 acre property with a
goal of retaining the historic character and rural atmosphere of the farmstead. Proposed uses include an outdoor
education area, food forest and managed woodlot with trails and interpretive signage, an event lawn for outdoor
gatherings and festivals, an educational garden with orchard trees, historically inspired flower beds and a gazebo for
smaller outdoor events, and parking areas. A key feature of the master plan is the construction of an event barn that
could be rented for receptions and other large gatherings. The draft master plan can be viewed on the Township’s
website at www.oshtemo.org The master plan and a market feasibility study will be presented at the September 8"
Township Board meeting and all are invited to attend. For more information, contact Karen High at
khigh@oshtemo.org or 216-5223.

A small neighborhood playground will be constructed at the Grange Hall this fall. Working with Landscape Architect
Larry Harris, the Township successfully sought competitive bids to construct the playground design. The MNRTF is
providing a grant for the majority of the work-- $30,000. Generous citizen donations will provide the additional
required match to the grant--$10,000. The Grange Hall is located at the corner of West H Avenue and North 3" Street.
The playground will add a small amount of additional outdoor recreation for the community. The Grange Hall is
available to Township residents to rent for showers, dances, and other gatherings.

Oshtemo Parks Endowment Fund

Please consider a tax-deductible donation to the Oshtemo Township Parks and Recreation Fund at the Kalamazoo
Community Foundation! Below are step-by-step instructions to make it easy to donate.

1) Access the Kalamazoo Community Foundation website at http://www.kalfound.org

2) Select the Give Now button

3) Enter the Amount

4) Under Designation Select "Another Foundation Fund (Enter name of the fund in the "Other" box that will
appear below.)" from the drop down list.

5) In the box that appears enter: Oshtemo Township Parks & Recreation Fund

6) Enter billing and credit card payment information.

7) Give yourself a pat on the back for helping to ensure the future of our parks!
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FALL CLEANING?
YARD CHEMICAlS"

GREAT TIME TO GET RID l’ «
OF TOXIC STUFF FOR

| , NEW HOURS
; et Tues. &Fri. 8a.m.-1pm.
3735211 2nd Sat. 8am.- 12pm.
www.kalcounty.com/hw  (dosedinAug. & Sept. on Sat)
R ety Gerics Wednesday Noon -6 pm.

HUNTING RESTRICTIONS:
NON-DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS

The Township currently restricts hunting with firearms in
an area beginning at Drake Road, running west to gth/gth
Streets (depending upon population), north to H Avenue
and south to the Township line. These restrictions were
put in place in 1994 in conjunction with the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (D.N.R.) which controls
hunting within the State. The Township requested an
expansion of the Non-Hunting Area in 2005, but the
D.N.R. chose not to expand the Non-Hunting Area at that
time.

With continued expansion of residential development
within the Township, specifically in the northeast and
southeast corners of the Township, the Township Board is
again considering expanding the Non-Hunting Area within
these areas. Also, due to some recent changes in the
State law, the Township is reviewing the possibility of
overlaying the Non-Hunting Area with the non-discharge
of firearms limitation, as well. This discussion is only in
the preliminary stages and will not be done without input
from the D.N.R., State Attorney General’s Office, and the
public. The Board will be scheduling a public hearing on
this issue sometime in the near
future.

If you have questions or wish to
provide input at this time, please
contact Township Attorney,
James Porter, at the Township Hall,
7275 West Main or call 375-4260.




Note from the Supervisor....

Good Day all! Things are hopping at the Township! The annual Oshtemo Fun Day event sponsored
by the Oshtemo Rotary Club was another huge, successful community event. Part of the celebration
included dedication of the improvements to Flesher Field Park. Thank you to Oshtemo Rotary for your
continued donations of time and money to benefit the parks and our community. And thanks to the so
many individuals, organizations, and the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) for making the
renovations possible! And a tip of the hat to Oshtemo Fun Day guests careful about placing trash in
containers. The park looked good Sunday morning and ready for use!

The annual fall budget development process is well underway. The Township professional staff and
Township Board are reviewing, analyzing, proposing, discussing, and prioritizing various projects and
expenditures—a process under way in order to be as prudent and efficient as possible with tax dollars in
the 2016 budget. An important highlight to the budget this year is a more fully outlined and explained
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). With planning department leadership, all staff worked to explain the
vision for large capital projects for the next six years. Oshtemo has grown to a community of nearly 22,000
people, and the growth continues! Staff and the Township Board are working to address public service
needs and to ensure a high quality of life. In the CIP, Planning staff and the Township accountant worked
together to integrate the departmental information into a more transparent and easily understood format.
Thus, this vision for capital improvements to be completed and/or initiated over the next six years is more
comprehensible to everyone. The Board will consider adoption of the CIP at an upcoming fall meeting.
Please take a look at the draft CIP, available on the Township website. Feedback is welcome! Send
comments to oshtemo@oshtemo.org, attend a meeting, or drop us a letter.

The Township is in the process of advertising statewide to hire a new MAAO-3 and PPE certified
assessor, after the departure of Cathy Harrell in August. Cathy devoted thirteen years of her career to
Oshtemo and we wish her the best as she takes on new professional challenges. A review team is under

development to review candidates for the position. The team will include Township Board members,
citizens, staff, and peer assessing professionals. Expect a new head of Oshtemo Township Assessing

sometime this fall.

Remember the Township accepts applications throughout the year from citizens interested in
serving on numerous Boards and Committees. Applications are available online or at the Township Hall at
7275 West Main. The Township is grateful to the many, many citizens who volunteer their time and
expertise. If you would like to discuss before completing an application, call Supervisor Libby Heiny-
Cogswell at 216-5220.

Township Board meetings are regularly scheduled for the second Tuesday of each month, and the
fourth Tuesdays every other month starting in February. These meetings are recorded by student interns
and subsequently aired publicly via the Public Media Network (PMN), on both a scheduled basis and on
demand at the PMN website at pmn.pegcentral.com.

We continue to work with PMN to upgrade the recording equipment. PMN has a major equipment
upgrade planned for Oshtemo this fall. After this equipment upgrade, live transmission of Board meetings
will be feasible. Additionally, the Township is considering upgrades to the audio-visual equipment in the
meeting room, to make meetings more clear for the hearing impaired and others.

Last but not least, the Township received its first independent audit in June. As you may recall, the
Board authorized the hiring of an independent auditor to complete the 2014 audit, wanting to have
outside audit review by a separate consultant as opposed to being completed by the Township’s ac-
counting consultant as had previously been the case. This independent auditing process is now complete
and | am pleased to convey the bottom line from the auditing firm, Seber Tans-- the Township has a clean
2014 audit without any major issues. Accomplishment of this independence means that the annual
“material weakness” reported in each audit due to the lack of independence, is gone. This independence
lets Oshtemo citizens know that tax dollars are being handled professionally.
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ELECTION NEWS..........cc......
NOVEMBER 3"° ELECTION
All voters in Oshtemo Township will have an opportunity to vote November 3" on a ballot initiative
approved by the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners for the purpose of creating a local fund
to provide housing assistance to children from families of low income who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness. The millage amount would be 0.10 mills (10 cents per thousand dollars of taxable value) for six
years 2015 —2020.
Questions about this ballot initiative can be directed to the Oshtemo Township representatives on the Kalamazoo
County Board of Commissioners:
Julie Rogers — 349-3352 or julie@juliemrogers.com
Dale Shugars — 372-4430 or commissionershugars@gmail.com
The last day to register to be eligible to vote in this election is October 5™, You can register at the Township
Office or any Secretary of State Branch office or by mail. Keep in mind if you register by mail, you must vote in
person the first time you vote.

NOTICE TO PRECINCT 6 VOTERS

Summer Ridge Apartments has notified us they will no longer be hosting Precinct 6. We thank them for their
years of service to the community as a voting location. Precinct 6 voters will now vote at West Kalamazoo
Christian Church located at 454 South Drake Road just south of the Post Office. This is also the location for
Precinct 5 and we thank them for their willingness to host another precinct as a most valuable service to the
community! All voters in Precinct 6 will receive a notice of the change of location and a new voter ID card as
required by Michigan Election Law. This change will be effective with the November 3" election.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS IR s
Required Criteria to qualify for an absentee ballot are: ' [:I
age 60 years old or older |
unable to vote without assistance at the polls
expecting to be out of town on election day 3:) _:

in jail awaiting arraignment or trial
unable to attend the polls due to religious reasons
appointed to work as an election inspector in a precinct outside of your precinct of residence
Voters age 60 or older or those with a permanent disability can request to be placed on our permanent absentee
voter list and will automatically receive an application for an absentee ballot prior to each election.
Any voter meeting the required criteria can request an absentee ballot application by phone or complete the
application available on our website under the “Applications” link. A ballot can also be requested by mail, fax, or
e-mail but must include your name, registered address, the address where the ballot should be mailed, date of
birth, reason for needing to vote by absentee ballot and your signature.
Please call the Clerk’s Office at 216.5224 or e-mail deverett@oshtemo.org with any questions you have regarding
voter registration, polling locations or absentee ballots.
PHOTO ID REQUIREMENT FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS
Per Michigan Election Law, if you are obtaining your absentee ballot in person, you will be requested to show
photo ID. If you are not in possession of photo ID, you can simply sign an affidavit stating you are not in posses-
sion of photo ID. This requirement does not apply if requesting your ballot via mail.
PRECINCT INSPECTORS NEEDED

2016 Election dates—March 8th Presidential Primary, May 3rd School/County, August 2nd Primary and
November 8th General. The Clerk’s Office is accepting applications for precinct inspectors. Training is required
and will take place next summer prior to the August primary. With the advent of the electronic poll book,
computer proficiency is a desired skill for our precinct inspectors. Applications are available on our website at
www.oshtemo.org under the Applications & Permits link on the home page.
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OSHTEMO HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

We had a successful event in July, Prairie Day, in spite of the
morning thunderstorm! Many came to enjoy the various displays,
animal demonstrations and tours of the Drake Homestead.

The days are now getting shorter and the fall colors will soon be
here. Once again, we will be presenting programs each month on
the third Thursday. The meetings are held at the Oshtemo
Township Hall, 7275 W. Main St. If you have never attended, we
encourage you to stop by and we look forward to seeing those who have attended in the past.

Please join us for the following free programs:

September 17" — “Quilt Codes to Freedom”, presented by Kay Oppliger and Sue Pulling. They will share
their knowledge of the importance of quilts in the Civil War.

October 15" — Ruth Wilson, staff member of the Kalamazoo Public Library, will present:
“Write Your Own Obituary & That of Others”. Please note: this is a field trip to the KPL downtown.

November 19™ — Tentative - We will learn about The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at WMU.
The speaker will be announced at a later date, a catalog of classes will be available.

Please visit our website for more information.

www.oshtemohistoricalsociety.org
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