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How to contact your Oshtemo Township Officials     

Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell  216-5220  libbyhc@oshtemo.org                                                                                              

Clerk Deb Everett 216-5224 deverett@oshtemo.org                                                                                                                            

Treasurer Nancy Culp  216-5221 ncoshtwp@oshtemo.org                                                                                                         

Trustee Nancy Carr  271-4359  nancycarr@pprmi.com                                                                                                                 

Trustee Dusty Farmer 251-5832  dfarmer@oshtemo.org                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Trustee Lee Larson 375-0068  lee.larson@ameritech.net                                                                                                                        

Trustee Grant Taylor 773-456-8777 granttaylor20@gmail.com                                                                                                                                

Assessor Cathy Harrell  216-5225  choshtwp@oshtemo.org                                                                                                                                                                              

Planning Director Greg Milliken 216-5223  gmiliken@oshtemo.org                                                                                           

Ordinance Enforcement Rick Suwarsky 216-5227  rsuwarsky@oshtemo.org                                                                           

Fire Chief Mark Barnes  375-0487 mbarnes@oshtemo.org                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

BLOOD DRIVE NEWS                                                

*Wednesday, April 29th—11 am—6 pm          

Come in for a hot bowl of homemade Chili 

and a chance to win a $25 gift card!                                                  

*June 24—11 am—6 pm                               

                 *August 26—11 am—6 pm                          

December winner was Frank Severance!! 

Bi-Monthly Blood Drives are held at 7275 West Main.                    

Appointments can be made with Michigan Blood by           

phone 1-866-MIBLOOD or email miblood.org.       

Thank you Jim Porter, Jim Wiley, Rick Griffin,  Deb Everett,  

DeAnna Janssen and Nancy Culp from Oshtemo Township 

and Fire Department for their continued financial           

contributions to provide food and door prizes.       

Your kindness and generosity are very much appreciated!!                        

Township Office Hours                                                       

Monday thru Thursday 8 am to 5 pm                                

Friday 8 am to 1 pm                                                                       
(1st Thurs each month open at 9 am)              

We will be CLOSED  

May 25th—Memorial Day 

 

BOARD OF REVIEW DATES 

Monday, March 9, 2015 9am-4pm 

Tuesday, March 10, 2015 9am-4pm 

Wednesday, March 11, 2015  3pm-9pm 

The Board of Review will be held at Oshtemo Township Hall, 

7275 West Main Street.  Call the Assessor’s office at                

269-216-5225 for an appointment or send an email to 

choshtwp@oshtemo.org. 

2015 Dump Day Schedule                                                            

Township Hall Parking Lot                                                           

7275 West Main Street 

9 am—3pm Proof of residency required.  

Leaf Drop Off Days—Nov 7 & Nov 21  

Yard waste, kitchen garbage, dead animals, haz-

ardous materials, or large quantities of building 

materials cannot be accepted. 

March 28 April 11 April 25 May 9 

May 30 June 27 July 25 Aug 29 

Sept 26 Oct 31 Nov 21  

Shredding Day 

Oshtemo Township is once again partnering with the 

Better Business Bureau and  Data Guardian                    

to offer free shredding. 

April 18th                                                                                

9:30 am to 11:30 am                                                       

Oshtemo Township Hall 

Maximum of 10 boxes (banker box size) 

mailto:granttaylor20@gmail.com


STADIUM DRIVE / 131 PROJECT RETURNS 

Next month, construction crews will return to the southeast side of the       

Township as MDOT completes the second half of their Stadium Drive/US-131/ 

Drake Road improvement project.  This phase of the project focuses on the 

freeway interchange and is scheduled to commence in early April, weather   

permitting.                                                                                                                       

The project will result in a complete replacement of the Stadium Drive bridge 

over US-131 as well as a reconfiguration of the existing Stadium Drive / US-131 

interchange.  Instead of the existing cloverleaf style of ramps, a new Single Point 

Urban Interchange (SPUI) configuration will be constructed.  This is the same design used at the new Westnedge Avenue / I-94   

interchange.  The intent of the design is to reduce points of conflict, increase safety, increase interchange capacity, and improve 

flow of traffic.  It will also occupy less land area allowing for storm water drainage improvements to be incorporated into the pro-

ject as well.   

Other improvements included in this phase of the project include extension of non-motorized facilities across US-131.  A 10-foot 

pathway will be located on the south side of Stadium Drive and a five-foot sidewalk will be built on the north side.  These will         

extend from Drake Road to 11th Street, where the construction project ends.   

A new Park & Ride lot is also being built at the southeast corner of 11th Street and Stadium Drive.   

MDOT is hoping to have the project completed by Labor Day dependent on the weather.  During the course of construction, one 

lane of Stadium Drive will be open in each direction across US-131.  The four circle or loop ramps will be closed for the duration of 

the project while the outer ramps will remain open throughout the project.   

For the latest information on the project, go to www.michigan.gov/mdot.  The Kalamazoo Transportation Service Center of MDOT 
can be reached at 269.375.8900.   

2014 Planning & Zoning Report                                                                                                                
 In February, the Planning & Zoning Department released its 2014 Annual Report     

detailing the activities of the Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning & Zon-

ing Department, and Ordinance Enforcement Officer for the past year.  The report provides a 

good summary not only of department activities, but also of development trends in the com-

munity. 

 Zoning Ordinance amendments occupied a substantial amount of time for Staff and 

the Planning Commission during 2014.  In the spring, these included a few minor clean up 

amendments.  However, for the majority of the year, the efforts focused on amendments 

geared toward implementation of the 9th Street and West Main Street Sub Area Plans.  These 

amendments included creation of a new Overlay District, substantial update to the Planned 

Unit Development standards, and a few other minor amendments.  Following a thorough     review process, these amendments 

were approved in October.   

 The number of rezoning and subdivision requests both increased in 2014 by one from 2013, while the number of special 

exception use requests decreased by one from 2013.  It is noted that one of the special exception uses in 2014 is a brand new 

building.  For the Zoning Board of Appeals, the number of site plan review and variance requests increased by two from 2013 to 

2014, and by eight from 2012.  Building permits increased by 60% from 2013 and sign permits increased by 24% from 2013, both 

resulting in a substantial increase in work for the department.   

 Ordinance Enforcement activities focused on several recurring issues including overgrown vegetation, trash, dumping 

areas / roadside dumping, unpermitted signs, noise, speeding, and stormwater runoff / soil erosion.  Sidewalk snow removal and 

residential street snow removal and obstruction complaints increased significantly with the snow events of the past two winters.   

New Phone/Voice Mail System Coming….. The Township voice mail system completely failed in January. Given the age of 

the phone systems (9 years at main office and fire station one, and 15 years at fire station two) and other issues, the Township will 
migrate to a Cisco phone system. Competitive, negotiated pricing was accomplished with vendors, followed by third party         
professional review. Oshtemo business Secant was selected to provide and install the new system in March.   The new system will 
offer the benefits of direct phone connection (direct transfer) between the main Township Fire Station No. 1 and Fire Station No. 2 
(South 6th Street), E911 compliance for 2016, and  Township-wide easier phone programming for administrators, first responders, 
and staff.  We apologize for any inconvenience this issue has created for our residents and customers. 

http://www.mighican.gov/mdot


Clerks office busy preparing over 50 years of building plans                                          

for “forever storage” in the digital world!! 

Building inspection records (commercial building plans, office building plans, residential plans) will be 
converted from large document paper files to digital records.  Township Clerk, Deb Everett, is leading 
this effort to convert the existing plan records, given her responsibility for long term records retention. 
The conversion project is well under way, with completion of the commercial documents expected by 
April 2015. Going forward, the Kalamazoo Area Building Authority (KABA) is developing a digital      
records intake system. The KABA records for Oshtemo will then regularly transfer and be integrated 
into the Township electronic filing system.  

This project will create greater staff efficiency and speed to store and retrieve historic records, and  
reduce physical storage space needs for existing and future records. 

Capital Improvement Planning                                                                                                                                               
 Over the course of the next several months, the Township Board will be working with Township Staff to complete a Capi-

tal Improvement Planning process.  The goal of the process will be to further develop the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) by this 

summer to be used as a key component for the 2016 budgeting process.  A numerical version of a CIP was completed for the 2015 

budget, and the Board will expand upon this for 2016 and in the annual reviews that follow.                                                            

 A CIP is a budgeting tool that assists the Township financially plan for larger purchases and expenditures that take multi-

ple years to pay off.  These capital expenses include utilities, roads, vehicles, buildings, property, and other similar tangible assets.  

 Broader than that, the CIP serves as a conduit between the annual budget and expenditures of the Township and the 

broader vision and goals presented in the Master Plan.  The Master Plan provides a 20-30 year outlook for the community and was 

developed through a series of public input opportunities.  One of the most influential ways that vision is realized is through capital 

improvements.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 However, these improvements and purchases are expensive and require multiple budget years to finance.  Therefore a 

process is required to prioritize those projects and ensure that the proper expenditures are being made.  The CIP process allows 

greater scrutiny of these funding commitments to ensure they are consistent with the Township Master Plan, other Township 

plans, and general Township vision and goals.  When setting aside substantial dollars on specific projects, care is needed to confirm 

the project is in line with Township goals.                                                                                                                                                     

 In addition, the CIP serves as an accounting tool to track the saving for or payments to certain projects.  If there is a goal 

to buy a new fire truck for $1 million in 10 years, and $100,000 is being saved each year until then, this needs to be tracked along 

with the cumulative total saved.  This guarantees that the $100,000 does not get taken to be used for something else, and this 

provides a rationale for the balance that is being created.                                                                                                                               

 The CIP will be a working document, updated annually as part of the Township budgeting process.  It will assist the Board 

as they prepare the budget each year ensuring that expenditures are in line with Township goals and with future purchasing           

priorities.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 As the Board moves further along with the 2016 Capital Improvement Plan, a public hearing will be held. The Township 

website will have further details along with copies of draft and final versions of the CIP.  Please contact Greg Milliken at 216-5223 

or gmilliken@oshtemo.org with any questions or for additional information.   

Jennie Miller digging in and 

making a BIG impact! 

Update on South Drake Road Non-motorized Project—The Township coordinated with the City of Kalamazoo to apply 

for an MDOT Safety Grant to construct a sidewalk or path in 2016 on South Drake Road.  

Appreciation for these efforts goes to the Township Public Works Director Marc Elliott, the City of Kalamazoo Traffic Engineer Jim 
Hoekstra, Planning Staff Greg Milliken and Karen High, Viridis Consultants, and others who contributed. The grant will be for Drake 
Road from West Michigan to Green Meadow. Grants will be awarded based on the need to improve pedestrian safety.  

This is one step among many that have occurred for this effort. Much work and discussion with MDOT and property owners          
remains to design the facility and identify remaining funding, but this is an important, positive step which, along with the          
Transportation Alternatives grant application, could move the project forward.  

The area would benefit from 1) pedestrian safety for school children, shoppers, recreational users, bus users, and others along a 
major arterial Oshtemo border road, 2) significant cost savings in sidewalk assessment for businesses, 3) partnership building with 
the City of Kalamazoo acting on the Township’s behalf as the Act 51 applicant, 4) stage-setting for success in other grant              
applications for Drake Road, 5) construction jobs creation, 6) tax dollar return to our Township, and 7) improve desirability of the 
community as a safe place to live and work.  

mailto:gmilliken@oshtemo.org


 CONSTRUCTION SEASON COMING SOON 

While most residents are focused on shoveling snow, the Township is thinking about our 2015 
“shovel-ready” projects.  Construction projects that residents may encounter this year include: 

In April the North Drake sidewalk from Grand Prairie to West Main will be wrapped up.  About 
two weeks of work remain for this project that was not completed before the season ended. 

A sanitary sewer project is slated for North 10th Street, between H Avenue and West Main; start 
time has not been determined. 

Survey and design work for proposed non-motorized facilities along Drake Road and KL Avenue will be started.  A shared-use      
pathway is planned for the west side of Drake Road, from West Main to Stadium Drive; and a KL Avenue sidewalk          
extending from Drake Road to west of 11th St. will be investigated as part of planned 2016/17 KCRC lane improvements. 

Local chip-seal and pavement preservation projects have been identified and residents are being notified.  By policy, the 
Township Board will entertain neighborhood petitioners should they seek a special assessment district to fund the      
additional cost for micro-surfacing or asphalt cape seal treatments. 

Inquiries can be directed to Marc Elliott, Director of Public Works at 375.4260 or melliott@oshtemo.org   

OSHTEMO ROTARY                                                                          

35th Annual Benefit Breakfast 

Sunday, March 22nd  

8 am to 2 pm 

 Ted & Marie’s Colonial Inn Restaurant                                               

6416 Stadium Drive 

Tickets—$7.00 each or 3 for $18.00 

Proceeds To Oshtemo Rotary Charities, Prairie Ridge School Reading Programs,                             

Polio Eradication, International Aid Projects, & Oshtemo Township Parks Projects     

PARKS NEWS…… 

Work on Flesher Field Phase II will continue as soon as weather permits.  Coming this spring/summer will be the 

new playground, additional pavilion, new picnic tables, gazebo and gardens, and relocated wiffle ball fields.   

Work will soon begin to develop a master plan for the Drake Farmstead.  Market study and master plan         

consultants will be working with the Township and Oshtemo Historical Society to develop the plan for this 26 acre gem.   

For more information on these projects contact Karen High, Parks Administrator at 375.4260 or khoshtwp@oshtemo.org 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Oshtemo Friends of the Parks will be hosting several events this year beginning with a “Bird Walk/

Watching” event at Township Park on April 25th at 9:00 a.m.  Local expert Roger Taylor will be leading this 

fun and informative activity.  The Friends will also be hosting “Movies in the Park” again this summer in 

partnership with the Kalamazoo Public Library.  Watch for the June newsletter with dates and movie titles. 

Visit our web page at www.oshtemofriends.org or our Facebook page.     



Oshtemo Fire and Rescue   

With the beginning of spring approaching; the Oshtemo Township Fire Department wants you to be prepared for the 
storms associated with this seasonal change.  Spring often brings a variety of potentially dangerous weather, including: 
heavy rain, thunderstorms, and the potential for tornados.   

The National Weather Service has declared April 12-18 “Severe Weather Awareness Week” and April 16th as Tornado 
Drill day.  To best prepare yourself, use the resources available to you.   

Warning Devices 

The best severe weather warning device is one that is with you at all times.  Today, that is most often an application (app) on a smart 
phone.   
 
For those who do not use a smart phone, a personal severe weather alerting radio in your home is the second best option.  They are 
tunable to your county so you will only be altered to events that are in your area and easily available in most box stores.  
 
There is a great deal of information about these opportunities to receive alerts.  Some of the best places to learn more detail is from 
www.ready.gov and the National Weather Service www.weather.gov.   
 
Thunderstorms 

A thunderstorm is considered severe if it produces hail at least 1 inch in diameter or has wind gusts of at least 58 miles per hour.  Every 
thunderstorm produces lightning, which kills more people each year than do tornadoes or hurricanes. 

Know the Difference 
Severe Thunderstorm Watch - Severe thunderstorms are possible in and near the watch area.  Stay informed and be ready to act if a 
severe thunderstorm warning is issued. 

Severe Thunderstorm Warning - Severe weather has been reported by spotters or indicated by radar.  Warnings indicate imminent     
danger to life and property. 

Tornadoes 

Tornadoes are a violent rotating column of air extending from the base of a thunderstorm down to the ground.  They are capable of    
completely destroying well-made structures, uprooting trees and hurling objects through the air creating deadly missiles.  Tornado    
intensities are classified on the Fujita Scale with ratings between F0 (weakest) to F5 (strongest).  Although severe tornadoes are more 
common in the plains States, tornadoes have been reported in every state.  

Know the Difference 
Tornado Watch - Tornadoes are possible in and near the watch area.  Review and discuss your emergency plans, check necessary        
supplies and your safe room.  Be ready to act quickly if a warning is issued or you suspect a tornado is approaching.  Acting early helps to 
save lives! 

Tornado Warning - A tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather radar.  Tornado warnings indicate imminent danger to life and 
property.  Go immediately under ground to a basement, storm cellar or an interior room (closet, hallway or bathroom). 

Keep Your Family Ready 

In case of a severe weather emergency, have a family disaster plan.  Also, have an emergency preparedness kit ready.  In the kit, include: 
First aid supplies, flashlight with batteries, radio, additional batteries, bottled water, whistle to signal for help, canned food, can opener, 
blankets and rain gear. 

Public Transit                                          

Acting in support of public transit, the 
Township Board decided to include a   
significant portion of the Township, 
five of ten precincts, within the new 
Central County Transit Authority 
(CCTA) boundary. Whether other  
areas are added to the boundary in 

the future is  unknown. The Township intends to meet and discuss the 
potential for bus service expansion with CCTA, such as to the library 
and along South 9th Street. Parallel work needed is to improve safe  
access from neighborhoods to bus stops via sidewalks.   

2015 Election News 

As of this time, we are planning for two elections this year: 

May 5th – State of Michigan proposal to increase sales tax          

    KRESA Millage request  

August 4th – Central County Transportation Authority  (CCTA)         

        Public transit millage request 

The last day to register to be eligible to vote in the May 5th 

election is April 6th.  Please contact the Clerk’s Office at 

216.5224 to verify your registration, polling place or to obtain 

an absentee ballot application. 

http://www.ready.gov
http://www.weather.gov


7275 West Main Street                          

Kalamazoo, MI  49009                               

Ph 375.4260 Fax 375.7180               

http://www.oshtemo.org 

OSHTEMO HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS 

Let’s put winter behind us and think about spring! We have some            
interesting programs in the months ahead. We hope you will mark 
your calendar and plan to join us. All programs are held at 7:00 
p.m. at the Township Hall, 7275 W. Main Street, unless stated   
otherwise.   

               Visitors are always welcome to these free programs. 

 

April 16th—The Settlement of Van Buren County & Resources of the VBC Genealogical Society                
Presented by Pam Pender, who is the Local History Librarian at the VanBuren County Library in Decatur.  

May 21st—Titanic-Michigan Connections                                                                                                                   
Jay Follis will be our speaker. He is associated with the Gilmore Car Museum and is founder/director of the 
Tucker Automobile Historical Collection and Library. 

June 18th—Development and History of the Delano Homestead & Its Nature Center Programs               
Field Trip for OHS members and families.  Details to be announced. 

 

For more information about the Oshtemo Historical Society, please visit our website at  

www.oshtemohistoricalsociety.org 

 

 

http://www.oshtemohistoricalsociety.org/
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