
      

    MINUTES OF FRIENDS OF THE PARKS 

 

      JANUARY 15, 2013 

 

Members present:  Carol Ladd, Carol VanAntwerp, Peggy Warlick, Jeff Parsons and Grace Borgfjord. 

 

Karen High, Parks Administrator, Deb Everett, Township Clerk and Libby Heiny-Cogswell present. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:04pm.  The minutes of 11-13-12 were approved as written. 

 

Meeting dates for 2013 at 5pm were set for March 13, May 8, July 10 and November 13. 

 

Treasurer's Report:  Carol Ladd distributed year end statement for 2012 and will email proposed budget 

for 2013. 

 

Election of Officers:  Elected as Co-Chair for 2013 were Grace Borgfjord and Peggy Warlick; Vice 

Chair, Jeff Parsons; Treasurer, Carol Ladd and Secretary, Carol VanAntwerp.  The slate was accepted 

and elected unanimously. 

 

Update on Flesher Field Grant Award will be held at the Oshtemo Community Center at noon on 

January 17, 2013. 

 

Spring Tree Sale:  Karen High offered to contact the Conservation District to communicate the 

willingness of FOP members to assist in this endeavor in April. 

 

Sunburst Run:  Grace reported that the 4
th

 Annual Sunburst Run will take place Saturday, April 20, 

2013.  She distributed sponsorship forms to members present. 

 

FOP shirt update:  One shirt has been sold and one given to Wes Freeland to display at the Kalamazoo 

Foundation. 

 

Website Update:  Jeff reported that the www.oshtemofriends.org is up and running and there is a 

donation button on the site.  Jeff will be notified by email if and when a donation is made.  For anyone 

wishing to contact Sharon Fedesna, her phone is 269-544-0742.  www.slfdesign.com  Grace suggested 

photos from the park dedication be posted on the website and Jeff assured her Sandy has the password 

to gain access to the Shutterfly account shared by Rob Bertrand. 

 

Bench Plaques/Fundraiser:  Grace was informed that a bench had been donated in honor of her mother, 

after a unanimous motion was passed by FOP members.  Libby originated the idea to thank Grace for 

all she has done for the Oshtemo and greater community.  Libby spearheaded a drive to pay for the 

plaque.  Grace was given options for the plaque and will inform Jeff what she wishes the message to be.  

Peggy suggested donors of benches have their names listed on the FOP website.  Jeff has this 

information and will contact SLF to have it added.   

 

The proposed plaque in honor of Dale Pattison was shared with members.  Also the “Firefighters 

Memorial” sign will be replaced with a plaque to remember Gertrude Wilber, Leonard Brodhagen and 

Clarence Leonard.  Deb Everett suggested the township receive the bill for this plaque, which will be 

ordered by Jeff.  This was approved by Libby. 

http://www.oshtemofriends.org/
http://www.slfdesign.com/


 

Stencils:  the FOP labels are here sans a bill from J&B Printing.  They will be applied to trash cans 

when the weather permits. 

 

Township Fundraising Request:  Libby discussed her memorandum of January 14, 2013 to assist the 

Township in moving forward over the next year and beyond.  Memorandum distributed to members 

present.  A general response was that the committee felt they would not have the expertise nor 

resources to coordinate a capital campaign.  A general consensus to the request to write grant 

applications to restore Grange Hall was that the Hall did not fall under members' understanding  of our 

mission which is the township parks. 

 

Memorandum from Deb Everett:  Deb distributed and discussed her suggestions for holding general 

meetings twice a year in the evening to increase membership.   

 

Goals for 2013 include the tree sale, sale of FOP shirts and support of the Sunburst Run as well as 

weeding/planting events when weather permits. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:45pm.  Next meeting is March 13, 2013. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Carol VanAntwerp 

Secretary 


