
 

NEWSLETTER 
June 2013 est. 1839 

Oshtemo Township Officials  

General InformaƟon  375‐4260                                  Assessor Cathy Harrell  216‐5225                                                                 

Supervisor Libby Heiny‐Cogswell  216‐5220      Planning Director  Greg Milliken 216‐5223                                                      

Clerk Deb EvereƩ  216‐5224                         Fire Chief Mark Barnes  375‐0487                                                 

Treasurer Nancy Culp  216‐5221    Ordinance Enforcement Officer Rick Suwarsky  216‐5227

    Township Office Hours                                                                  
Monday thru Thursday 8 am to 5 pm                                           

Fridays 8 am to 1 pm                                                                           
(1st Thurs each month open at 9 am aŌer 

staff meeƟng)               

                              Oshtemo Township will be CLOSED                            

              July 4 & 5, 2013—Fourth of July 

September 2, 2013—Labor Day 

BLOOD DRIVE NEWS!!                              
Wednesday, June 26, 2013                                 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m.                                         

Come in for a Hotdog lunch/dinner and  a 

chance to win a $25 giŌ card!                               

                           Wednesday, August 28, 2013                               

               11 a.m. to 7 p.m.       

Food for the August date is yet to be determined!!                          

February & April winners were Barbara Jean and                

Dave Bushouse.  Blood Drives are held at                                  

Oshtemo Township Hall, 7275 West Main                                  

June 29 July 27 August 31 

Sept 28 Oct 26 Nov 23 

2013 Dump Days 

 

 

Leaf Days = November 2nd & 23rd                               

9AM—3PM @ Township Hall Parking Lot                     

7275 West Main                                                  
PROOF OF RESIDENCY REQUIRED 

From the Treasurer’s Desk: 

Watch for your summer tax bill the week of July 1st.   

If your mortgage company pays your taxes, your bill was sent     
directly to them.  If you would like a copy please feel free to contact 
our office and we will gladly mail a copy to you.  If you received a 
tax bill and your mortgage company should pay it you will need to 
forward it to them and remind THEM they must request it EACH 
AND EVERY TAX SEASON.  

Summer tax deferments are available to residents who qualify.  
Certain criteria apply‐ 

  Principal Residence 

  Household income for the preceding calendar year did NOT 
exceed $40,000  

 62 years of age or older, or 

 Paraplegic, Hemiplegic, or Quadriplegic, or 

 Eligible Serviceperson, Eligible Veteran, Eligible Widow or 
Widower, or 

 Blind Person, or 

 Total and Permanently Disabled 

 Agricultural Real Property, Property classified or used as             
agricultural real property. 

The deferment form must be filled out and sent to the Treasurer’s 
office before September 14th of each year.  If you would like to have 
one mailed to you or have any quesƟons please feel free to contact 
the Treasurer’s Office at 269‐216‐5221. 

The Fire Department is in the process of          
collecƟng historical informaƟon; if you were a 
past member or have historical knowledge,     
documents or photos you would be willing to 

share please contact Trustee Dave Bushouse at 375.5427. 

EMERGENCY!?! 

In light of the recent tragedy in 
Oklahoma, below please find 
two separate opƟons for an 
early noƟficaƟon system for 
the public to uƟlize through 
text and email.  

hƩp://www.wunderground.com/email/emailseƫngs.asp 

hƩp://www.redcross.org/mobile‐apps/tornado‐app 

http://www.wunderground.com/email/emailsettings.asp�
http://www.redcross.org/mobile-apps/tornado-app�


OSHTEMO HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 

FARM DAY with the 4-H 

July 20th – 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Drake House at 927 N. Drake Road 

This family event will showcase the area 4-H activities, as well as the 
Drake House. Enjoy: 4-H projects/animals, musical entertainment, 
and tours of Drake House. A pulled-pork lunch will be available, as 
well as a bake sale.  

There will be a fee collected: Adults - $5.00, ages 13 to 18 - $2.00, 12 
and under – free. 

The 4-H children will display their projects/animals and the Drake 
House will be open for tours. 

We will have pulled-pork with picnic trimmings available for lunch, as 
well as our usual bake sale. Musical entertainment will also be        
provided. 

This will be a fun event for the whole family. Please mark your      
calendar and plan to join us.  

Township Seeks Input on Parks.                   
All Ages Are Invited! 

     This is an exciting time for Oshtemo Township’s Parks!  Major 
improvements to Township Park are substantially complete and park 
visitors are thrilled with the new amenities.  At Flesher Field,        
construction will begin in the fall on a newly configured parking lot, 
restroom building, and paved loop trail.  Both of these projects were 
made possible with grant funding from the Michigan Natural       
Resources Trust Fund.  As we look to continue to provide quality 
recreational opportunities for Oshtemo residents, we’d like to hear 
your thoughts on potential park improvements or additions that you 
would like to see. 

     Two public meetings will be held to gather input. 
We’ll discuss open ended questions such as:  What 
do you like about the parks and community facilities 
in Oshtemo Township? What things would you like 
to add or change to improve our parks? What are 
your priorities for future park improvements?   

     We’d like to hear from kids, too!  Questions and 
activities geared toward kids might include: Which 
play equipment do you like best? What is your    
favorite thing to do in the park? This is an excellent 
opportunity to get your kids involved in local government and have 
some fun. 

     Please join us to discuss these questions and more at one of our 
Public Meetings on Parks: 

 Tuesday, June 18th at 7:00 p.m. or 

 Monday, June 24th at 4:00 p.m.  

     Both meetings will be held in the Township Park Pavilion,      
located behind Township Hall at 7275 West Main Street.  In case of 
bad weather, meetings will be moved to the Township Hall meeting 
room.  The format of both meetings will be the same. If you have any 
questions, please contact Karen High, Parks Administrator, at      
(269) 216-5223. 

Oshtemo Fire Department has been awarded a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) as part of a Regional grant written by Portage Fire Department. The 
grant will provide for the purchase of self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) equipment consisting of 
the bottles, harnesses and masks firefighters use when entering areas that are immediately dangerous to life 
and health; a building fire, work at a hazardous material incident or anytime oxygen levels are below normal 
limits.  

A regional grant of this size is funded at 80% by FEMA and requires the recipients fund the other 20%. If 
the Fire Department had purchased the SCBAs without the grant, the cost would be approximately 
$270,000.00. Having multiple departments included in a grant not only allows for standardization of     
equipment, but it gives us purchasing power. Through the grant our match will be approximately $52,000.00, 
a savings of $218,000.00.  

Has Someone Knocked on Your Door……? 

The Township Office receives calls from time to time regarding door-
to-door solicitor activity.  Any person or company conducting door-to
-door sales or surveys is required by Township Ordinance to be     
licensed.  Commercial interests are charged a license fee; non-profits 
are not charged but are required to register so we have knowledge of 
the activity.  If approached by a door-to-door solicitor, feel free to ask 
to see their license.  It will be signed by the Township Clerk or      
Ordinance Enforcement Officer. 

Any concerns should be reported to the Township Office at 375.4260.  
Any suspicious activity should be reported immediately to the       
Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department at 383.8821, ext 6.  If     
possible, try to obtain a vehicle description and license plate number. 

Did you know…..that a gift to the Oshtemo Township Parks and Recreation Endowment Fund at the Kala-
mazoo Community Foundation will continue to support our parks and recreation projects for generations to 
come?  If you are interested in making a contribution, or perhaps including a gift in your estate, please con-
tact Libby Heiny-Cogswell, Township Supervisor, or Karen High, Parks Administrator, at (269)216-5223.  
Gifts may also be made online at www.kalfound.org. 



Oshtemo Rotary’s 

Proceeds go to support our literacy project at Prairie Ridge Elementary, enhance-
ment of Oshtemo Township Parks, Special Peoples’ Camp, construction of a  medi-
cal clinic in Peru, Rotary International Polio eradication and, safe drinking water pro-
jects. 

A FAMILY event for young & old 
 

Saturday August 17 •  8am—4pm 

Flesher Field park 
(9th St.  Just south of stadium) 
Free admission & parking 

Ted & Marie’s Pancake Breakfast 8:00 - 11:00 
Lunch served 11:00 - 4:00 
 
 
 
Enjoying  rides,  games,  and  activities  for  the children; more than 40 
organization/vendor displays; music and entertainment; Oshtemo Fire 
Dept. bucket rides & demonstrations; City Of Kalamazoo Bomb Squad 
detonations; static displays; tethered balloon rides; wandering mascots; 
Batmobile; magician; and much more! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information call:  Kitty Gelling @ 375-6215 





Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat
1

2 Whiffle Ball               3 Whiffle Ball               4 5 Whiffle Ball               6 7 8
Disc Golf

9 Whiffle Ball             10 Whiffle Ball             11 12 Whiffle Ball             13 14 15
Disc Golf 

16 Whiffle Ball             17 Whiffle Ball             18 19 Whiffle Ball             20 21 All Star Whiffle      22
Disc Golf Movies in the Park Movies in the Park Ball @ Flesher Field

Rain Date @ 3:30pm
23 Whiffle Ball             24 Whiffle Ball             25 26 Whiffle Ball             27 28 Oshtemo                 29

Disc Golf Fireworks @
Prairies Golf Course

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat
30 Whiffle Ball               1 Whiffle Ball              2 3 Whiffle Ball               4 5 Vintage Baseball   6

Fireworks Rain Date Disc Golf

7 Whiffle Ball               8 Whiffle Ball             9 10 Whiffle Ball             11 12 13
Disc Golf

14 Whiffle Ball             15 Whiffle Ball             16 17 Whiffle Ball             18 19 20
Disc Golf Movies in the Park Movies in the Park

Rain Date
21 Whiffle Ball             22 Whiffle Ball             23 24 Whiffle Ball             25 26 27

Disc Golf

28 Whiffle Ball             29 Whiffle Ball             30 31
Disc Golf

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat
Whiffle Ball                1 2 Vintage Baseball   3

4 Whiffle Ball               5 Whiffle Ball               6 7 Whiffle Ball              8 9 10
Disc Golf

11 12 13 14 15 16 Oshtemo                 17
Disc Golf Movies in the Park Movies in the Park Rotary "Fun Day"

Rain Date Flesher Field 8-4
18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Disc Golf

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Disc Golf

Disc Golf League @ Twp Park 4pm - 6pm
Kal Whiffle Ball @ Twp Park & Flesher Field from 6:15pm - 10:00pm
Kalamazoo Vintage Baseball @ Flesher Field 2pm
Movies in Twp Park….at Dusk.  

June

July

August

OSHTEMO PARKS SCHEDULED ACTIVITY CALENDAR



A Few Snowflakes Never Stopped Anyone 

 

2013 will mark another successful year in the books for the Consumers Sunburst Run. The annual 5K 
run/walk raised over $6,400 to be used in partnership with Oshtemo Friends of the Park to help  

create and support our local community parks and family programs.  

 

The 4th annual event which took place on April 20, 2013, beginning at The Rock and taking runners 
along one mile of the wonderful Kalamazoo River Valley Trail winding them through the rolling hills                  

and the scenic countryside of Oshtemo.  

 

Despite the cooler temperatures and a few snowflakes, some 55 participants joined us early this year for the first annual 10K run, which 
acted as a practice run for many half marathon and marathon runners.  Immediately following the 10K, over 200 runners began the 5K 

run and another few dozen children joined us for the free one-mile Family Fun Run.  

 

The Consumers Sunburst Board would like to send a huge thank you to all of our sponsors who made the morning a success, in large 
part because of their contributions. Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help make the event possible also.  

 

Next year will mark the run’s 5th birthday and will have its share of exciting surprises. You can follow the fun on 
www.ConsumersSunburst.org. See you next year!  

 

 

Huge thank you to: 

Consumers Credit Union 

Oshtemo Township 

Western Michigan University 

Walgreens 

Marvin Okun Agency  

Halli’s Autocare 

Kalamazoo River Valley Trail 

Ted Hartleb Agency 

Paw Paw Wine Distributers 

Secant Technologies  

Adams Outdoor Advertising 

Anytime Fitness 

Wiser Productions/ J. Janssen 

Megee Printing  

Canney’s water Conditioning 

Canopeum 

Siegfried Crandall P.C. 

Best Way Disposal 

Miedema, Gemmill & Assoc 

Custom Chiropractic 

Dunkin’ Donuts 

Culver’s  

Life EMS Ambulance 

Gazelle Sports 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre 

The Rock 

Subway 

Climb Kalamazoo 



TOWNSHIP REVIEWING POLICE STAFFING 
 
The Township Board has begun a process of reviewing police staff-
ing in an effort to realign police levels to better reflect the changing 
needs of our growing community.  Currently, Oshtemo sub-
contracts with Kalamazoo County for police services, which as part 
of that contract provides seven officers whose primary focus is 
Oshtemo.  Since the county projects the costs of maintaining that 
contract will increase approximately fourteen percent for this year 
and an additional double-digit increase for next year, the Board has 
taken this opportunity to re-evaluate our contract at large. 
 
While many details have yet to be finalized, the Board is working 
from recommendations made from a one-year study by the      
Oshtemo Ad Hoc Police Protection Subcommittee.  This group 
was comprised of thirty concerned citizen and business representa-
tives from throughout the Township.  Their final recommendation, 
currently up for consideration, is that the Township should increase 
its staffing level even as it seeks all pos-
sible options for realizing that goal. 
 
Updating Police Staffing Levels to 
Reflect our Changing Community 
 
Although there are many different statis-
tics and models the Ad-Hoc Committee sifted through in arriving at 
its recommendation to increase from 7 to 12 officers, much of this 
is best understood when comparing ourselves to similar townships 
and our immediate neighbors.  Over the last several years, Oshtemo 
has placed a third of all the calls for service to Kalamazoo County, 
even as it has had direct access to only one-fifth of its resources.  
Oshtemo places second in the County next to Portage (and not 
counting Kalamazoo City) for total index crimes – primary among 
them larceny – and yet it has a force a quarter of the size of       
Kalamazoo Township, our most similar neighbor whose overall 
crime rates are around twenty percent lower than ours.  These    
disparities only highlight the fact that while our community has seen 
double-digit growth and become ever more varied commercially 
over the last decade, our policing levels have remained flat. 
 
Board Reviewing Multiple Options to Minimize Cost 
 
Regardless of whether or not the board seeks to implement these 
additional officers – an increase which has received strong support 
thus far – the reality remains: our costs will continue to rise even as 
our influence on the County Sheriff’s department remains limited.   
The Board therefore is reviewing multiple options – including seek-
ing competing bids – which can help distribute the cost and allow 
for the recommended expansion.   These discussions are expected 
to continue over the summer, with the hopes a final decision can be 
reached before the 2014 budget hearings in October. 
 
While the Board prepares for these discussions, the Oshtemo Police 
Protection Committee is continuing its work, with the end goal of 
defining police roles to address not just crime as it happens but 
ideally and through targeted goals to reduce it.  As such, the      
committee is eager to hear your feedback – what changes would you 
like to see, and how can our police force better meet your needs?  
Feel free to send your thoughts and ideas either formally - attention 
the Oshtemo Police Protection Committee, or via email - at      
oshtemo@oshtemo.org. We welcome your feedback, and look for-
ward to working with you to redefine our community policing both 
now and into the future.  

OSHTEMO FRIENDS OF THE PARK 
 
Oshtemo Parks are bustling!  The paths are now covered with a new 
spring green canopy and woodland blooms appear daily. Birdsongs are 
echoed from limb to limb, and creatures are stirring.  There’s lots of 
recreation; children are climbing, swinging, and sliding; tennis rackets 
and bats are swinging; discs are flying; basket balls are dribbled and 
shot; soccer balls kicked; trails walked; picnics consumed.  
 
Oshtemo Friends of the Parks continues to meet and work to       
promote the expanded stewardship and preservation of natural     
features within the community, to further the development and 
maintenance of existing and future parks in keeping with adopted park 
plans, and to effectively advocate Township parks as community    
resources for all to enjoy. 
 
This spring we enjoyed providing activities to children attending the 
Consumers Sunburst 5K/10k Race/Fun Run.  Proceeds from this 
annual event help support projects in the parks as well as events for 
the entire Oshtemo community.  We are very pleased the Oshtemo 
Branch Library will again be a partner in providing residents with 
three “Movies in the Park” evenings on June 20, July 18, and August 
15!  Starting time is dusk”.  Come early to enjoy the park, grab a bag 
of freshly popped corn (our treat), and view the short Sunburst video 
shown before the feature film.  
 
Oshtemo Friends of the Parks is also planning monthly activities  
during the summer: 
June 14th – 9:00 a.m. to noon.  Flower Planting Day – meet at the 
Township Hall.  Bring your gardening gloves and enjoy this oppor-
tunity to meet other Oshtemo residents, share a cup of coffee, and 
provide an additional splash of color to our parks. (For Master      
Gardeners, this activity is approved for volunteer hours.) 
July 17th – 4:00 p.m.  Join us for a nature walk through the trails at 
the Township Park on West Main.  Learn about the various species of 
plants and animals that make the park their home.  Meet at pavilion. 
August 17th – 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. – visit our booth at Oshtemo 
Fun Day at Flesher Field. 
 
Additional parks projects to look for in the future include installation 
of a rain garden in the Township Park and a touch of art with individ-
ually designed, hand painted trash containers.   
 
Friends of the Parks supports Oshtemo parks through donations of 
time and financial gifts. Should you have time to share as a Friends of 
the Parks Volunteer, please contact membership chair Deb Everett at 
the Township Office.  We will gladly receive your information and 
welcome you!  Please let us know if you have interest and are able to 
make a one time commitment for events to pop corn or plant flowers, 
or a longer term commitment to advance the stewardship of the 
parks. 
 
Should you wish to further  
the quality of life in Oshtemo  
Township via our parks, with a 
 tax deductible gift, please stop 
 by or call the Township  
Office or visit our website at:  
www.oshtemofriends.org   
Whatever your interest, we  
appreciate your assistance and  
thank you!  Hope to see you  
in the parks! 

http://www.oshtemofriends.org/�
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OSHTEMO HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS 

As you make plans for your summer activities, we have two events you may want to 
plan on. Mark your calendar for the following family events: 

 

JULY 20th – FARM DAY with the 4-H, 10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.  

927 N. Drake Road. There will be exhibits by the 4-H children, including some ani-
mals; musical entertainment, tours of the historic Drake House and lunch available 
for purchase.  

 

AUGUST 17th – OSHTEMO ROTARY FUN DAY 

Please stop by our booth at the “Fun Day”, 8:00 – 4:00, held at Flesher Field on 
South 9th Street. This event is also a family event. 

The Drake House will also be open, at no cost, for informal tours, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. If you miss the July event, stop by the house on August 17th. 

 

For more information about the Oshtemo Historical Society, please visit our website at: 

www.oshtemohistoricalsociety.org 

***ECRWSS*** 

Postal Customer 

http://www.oshtemohistoricalsociety.org�
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