
 

NEWSLETTER 
June 2012 

est. 1839 

How to contact your Oshtemo Township Officials: 

General Information  375-4260                                  Assessor Cathy Harrell  216-5225                                                                 

Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell  216-5220      Planning Director  Greg Milliken 216-5223                                                                                                                         

Clerk Deb Everett  216-5224                         Building Official Jerry Reitenour  216-5222                                                                                                                            

Treasurer Nancy Culp  216-5221    Fire Chief Mark Barnes  375-0487 

Oshtemo Township 

will be CLOSED                         

July 4—Independence Day  

September 3—Labor Day                          

2012 Dump Days 

June 30 July 28 

Aug 25 Sept 29 

Oct 27 Nov 17 

LEAF DAYS—       

Nov 3 & Nov 17 

9AM—3PM @  

Township Hall                

7275 West Main 

Proof of residency          

required! 



  

BLOOD DRIVE NEWS!! 

Wednesday, June 27, 2012 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.                                                          

Wednesday, August 22, 2012  11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Come in for a Hot Dog lunch and a chance to win a $25 

gift certificate to LaPinata Mexican Restaurant .          

February & April  winners were Jerry Reitenour,         

Emily Nilges, and Larry Alward.  

Door prizes provided by donations from some Oshtemo 

Township Employees.  Winners are typically drawn and 

notified the day after the blood drive. 

Blood Drives are held at  

Oshtemo Township Hall, 7275 West Main                                                                 

Oshtemo Cemetery Visitors: 

Per Township policy, we send our           

maintenance crew out to the cemeteries once 

a year, just before  Memorial Day, to do a 

clean up of all things faded, broken, and withered.  To 

avoid your treasures being removed by us, please plan to 

remove them  yourself by May 1 each year.   Our ultimate 

objective is to keep your quiet country cemeteries as 

beautiful as they can and should be!! 

Oshtemo Friends of the Parks in conjunction with the Kalamazoo Conservation  District 

hosted a pick up site for the District’s tree seedling sale at the Township Hall.  In  addition to having 
residents pre-ordered items ready, additional seedlings were available on site for purchase. This 
project was a great success for both the District and residents; we look forward to continued       
participation next year.  
 

Friends of the Parks partnered with the Consumers Sunburst Run, Kalamazoo Public Library,      
Oshtemo Fire Department and Township Office staff to provide the activities for the dedication of 
the newly renovated Oshtemo Township Park which was held on May 19th.  We invite all to come 
and enjoy this new gem in our community! 
 

Friends of the Parks brochures are available at the Township Office or on the Township website.  If you have an interest 
in supporting our great parks you are most welcome to join the Oshtemo Friends of the Parks.   Contact Grace 
Borgfjord for more information at 998-0617 or gborgfjord@yahoo.com  

The Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners          
regularly seeks area residents interested in  serving on 
county wide boards and commissions including the    
following: 

Animal Services & Enforcement Advisory Board 

Board of Public Works 

Community Action Tripartite Advisory Board 

Community Mental Health Board 

Older Adult Services Advisory Council 

Metropolitan County Planning Commission 

Soil Erosion & Sedimentation Control Bd of Appeals 

Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority 

 

Applications or further information can be obtained by 
calling the Board of Commissioners Office at 383.8849 or 
on the County’s web site at www.kalcounty.com  

Greetings from the Planning & Zoning Department!  

   Karen High (khoshtwp@oshtemo.org) is Zoning           
Administrator.  She handles zoning issues in the              
department and provides staff support to the Parks           
Committee.  You may have seen her at the front counter 
over the past nine months while she has been on staff.  
Karen is also a registered Landscape Architect and brings 
these unique talents to the Department and the Township.   

   Greg Milliken, AICP (gmilliken@oshtemo.org) is Planning 
Director.  Greg has worked with the Township as a        
consultant for the past four years and is very familiar with 
the Township and the vision of the community.  He       
provides staff support to the Planning Commission,       
Zoning Board of Appeals, and DDA, and is charged with           
maintaining the Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance.  Greg 
brings over 12 years of planning and zoning experience – 
including both public and private sector – to the Township. 

mailto:gborgfjord@yahoo.com
http://www.kalcounty.com
mailto:khoshtwp@oshtemo.org
mailto:gmilliken@oshtemo.org


News from the Parks Committee 

at the Township Park….. 

Please check your parks calendar for our summer “Movies in the Park” sponsored by the Consumers 
Sunburst Run and in partnership with the Kalamazoo Public Library.  There will be three movies for 
your viewing pleasure, June 21st, July 19th and August 16th, all starting a dusk.   

The Parks Committee has watched the transformation of the Township Park since the ground    break-
ing last October with minimal modifications to the original plan created by residents, the  Township 
Board & staff, and consulting firm, O’Boyle, Cowell & Blalock. We hope everyone in the community 
will take the opportunity to enjoy the new facilities with an additional picnic pavilion, new restroom 
building, new playground, basketball and tennis courts, scenic overlook and walking paths. 

at Flesher Field..... 

Vintage baseball league games will be held at Flesher Field over the summer months, please check the parks calendar for dates 
and times. For more information, visit the Continental Base Ball 
Club’s Facebook page or call 269-267-6946. 

A pergola has just been constructed at Flesher Field which is the 
Eagle Scout project of Brad Gemmill.  The Parks Committee is 
grateful for his generous gift and in years to come Brad can look 
back on his efforts and take pride in the hours of pleasure he 
provided to so many. Names of those who helped from left to 
right are:  Dan Scheffers, Gabe Ossino, Brad Gemmill,             
Jack Phillips Jr, Tyler Wertz, Jack Phillips, Jon Hodgkins,         
Doug McCloskey, Nate Ossino, Guy McCloskey, Tristan Hunt, 
Thomas Finch, Mark Williams, Dave Hunt, Joe Gemmill,         
Clint Williams, and Ron Boelman.   The sundial and perennial 
garden located near the pergola were a past Eagle Scout       
project.  If you would like to offer some community hours back 
to our parks, the sundial garden is always in need of attention. 

A grant application has been submitted to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund for Phase I of the Master 
Park Plan for Flesher Field.  The grant would fund relocation of the parking lot, new restroom building and a walking path.  
We expect notification around December 1st as to whether we have been awarded the grant. 

Other highlights….. 

The Parks Committee is pleased to support the generous gift of almost 70 acres to the Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy by 
Dr. Richard Malott located at the SE corner of KL & 4th Street. Watch for details regarding public use they become available.  

The committee is also in the process of studying the feasibility of possible renovations to the Grange Hall and possible funding 
sources. The Parks Committee is also working with a consultant and the Planning Department to update the townships fu-

ture trails. These studies will be used in preparation for the possibility of future trail opportuni-
ties and funding sources as they become available.  

Oshtemo Township Parks are a great asset to our community. Our parks provide a quality of 
life that attracts residents to live and work in and around our Township, a place to visit with 
our families, play with our children, exercise our bodies and minds and enjoy the splendor of  
Mother Nature. These parks are here for you to enjoy, so 
see you at the parks very soon! 

 

Grace Borgfjord, Chair 

Libby Heiny-Cogswell, Twp Board Member 

Deb Everett, Twp Board Member 

Cheri Bell, Citizen Member 

Roger Taylor, Citizen Member 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/continentalbbc


Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat
1 2

3 Whiffle Ball               4 Whiffle Ball                5 6 Whiffle Ball                7 8 9

Disc Golf 3-6

10 Whiffle Ball             11 Whiffle Ball             12 13 Whiffle Ball             14 15 All Star Whiffle      16

Disc Golf 3-6 Ball @ Flesher Field

Noon - 10pm

17 Whiffle Ball             18 Whiffle Ball             19 20 Whiffle Ball             21 22 23

Disc Golf 3-6 Movies in the Park Movies in the Park

"Muppets Take…" Rain Date

24 Whiffle Ball             25 Whiffle Ball             26 27 Whiffle Ball             28 Oshtemo                   29 Oshtemo                  30

Disc Golf 3-6 Fireworks @ Fireworks
Prairies Golf Course Rain Date

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 Vintage Baseball   7

8 Whiffle Ball               9 Whiffle Ball             10 11 Whiffle Ball             12 13 14

Disc Golf 3-6

15 Whiffle Ball             16 Whiffle Ball             17 18 Whiffle Ball             19 20 21

Disc Golf 3-6 Movies in the Park Movies in the Park

"It Happened…" Rain Date

22 Whiffle Ball             23 Whiffle Ball             24 25 Whiffle Ball             26 27 28

Disc Golf 3-6

29 Whiffle Ball             30 Whiffle Ball             31

Disc Golf 3-6

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat
1 Whiffle Ball                2 3 Vintage Baseball  4

5 Whiffle Ball               6 Whiffle Ball                7 8 Whiffle Ball                9 10 Consumers              11

Disc Golf 3-6 Sunburst Run

8:30 AM

12 Whiffle Ball             13 Whiffle Ball             14 15 Whiffle Ball             16 17 Oshtemo                  18

Disc Golf 3-6 Movies in the Park Movies in the Park Rotary "Fun Day"

"Dolphin Tales" Rain Date Flesher Field 8-4

19 Whiffle Ball             20 Whiffle Ball             21 22 Whiffle Ball             23 24 25

Disc Golf 3-6

26 Whiffle Ball             27 Whiffle Ball             28 29 Whiffle Ball             30 31

Disc Golf 3-6

Disc Golf League @ Twp Park 3pm - 6pm

Kal Whiffle Ball @ Twp Park & Flesher Field from 5:30pm - 10:00pm

Kalamazoo Vintage Baseball @ Flesher Field 2pm

Movies in Twp Park….at Dusk.  June = Muppets Take Manhatten, July = It Happened One Night, and August = Dolphin Tales

June

July

August

OSHTEMO PARKS SCHEDULED ACTIVITY CALENDAR



3rd ANNUAL 

Consumers Sunburst 5K  

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 2012 

 PLACE: OSHTEMO TOWNSHIP 

 TIME: 8:30 AM 

All proceeds to benefit Oshtemo Township Parks and 

Family Programs!   

Enjoy live music from local musicians, beautiful  

scenery, and fresh fruit & snacks for participants! 

DIVISIONS FOR 5K: 

<16, 16 thru 19, 20 thru 29, 30 thru 39, 40 thru 49,                               
50 thru 59, 60 thru 69, over 70. 

*Timing provided by Classic Race Management.  Results                

posted online at: www.consumerssunburst.org 

*No shirt guarantee for participants who register after 8/8/2012. 

*Strollers are welcome but no pets allowed on course.   

*The Chronotrack D-Tag system is being used to time the race.             
If you use your own chip, the time will not be recorded.                    

There is no return fee with this system. 

Friday, August 10, 2012— 

4:30-7:00 pm  Packet pick-up and late registration at  

7275 West Main. 
Saturday, August 11, 2012— 

7:00-8:00 am Packet pick-up and late registration at  

2901 North 10th Street. 

8:30 am—5K Run / Walk 

9:30 am—Family Fun 1 mile run (not timed) 

Awards and prize winners will be posted on the build-
ing door as soon as they are compiled and can be 
claimed at the registration desk.   

The Oshtemo Sunburst Run is a community 5K run/walk event with timing provided by Classic Race 
Management.  The event starts and finishes near the corner of 10th and H Avenue in Oshtemo 
Township.  The runners travel over road, trail, tunnel, and bridge in this unique and entertaining 

route through Oshtemo countryside!  There will be a 1 mile Family Fun Run following the 5K Run / 
Walk.  Food and beverages, medals, music, and family fun will be available throughout the event. 

Look for 
us on…. 



Waiver must be signed.  In registering for 

the “Consumers Sunburst 5K” I am fully aware, 
understand, and assume the risk and responsibili-
ties for participating in this race on a course that 
is partially open to vehicular traffic and has some 
challenges in it.  I have fully conditioned myself to 
the appropriate level of fitness and waive all 
claims against the race directors and sponsors, 
the host site, and all that are involved in putting 
on this event, etc.  I am also aware that if the race 
gets cancelled due to weather or other reasons 
beyond the race sponsors control that the race 
entry fee is non-refundable.  

 

______________________________________ 

Signature (required) - parent to sign if under 18 

   

______________________________________ 

Date Signed 

PLATINUM 

SPONSOR: 

ENTRY FORM: 
A form must be completed for each person participating. 

 
Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip: ____________________________________ 
 
Phone#: _________________________________________ 
 
Email: __________________________________________ 
 
Male _________                           Female __________ 
 
Age (on race day): ________   Date of Birth:_____________ 
 

Shirt Size: 
Youth:   S____    M____    L ____    
 
Adult:    S____    M____    L ____   XL ____   XXL____ 
 
ENTRY FEES:               
                 

   5K RUN                           5K WALK  
 
 Adult 19 & over (received by 8/3/12) $25 ______ 
 

 Teen 13-18 (received by 8/3/12)  $20 ______ 
 

 Child 12 & under (received by 8/3/12) $15 ______ 
 
 

         FAMILY FUN RUN REGISTRATION 
 (free to all paid 5K participants) 

 

 Adult 19 & over (received by 8/3/12) $15 ______ 
 

 Teen 13-18 (received by 8/3/12)  $10 ______ 
 

 Child 12 & under (received by 8/3/12) $  5 ______ 
  

Upgrade to new Moisture-wicking Shirt   Add $  5 ______ 
 (not available after 7/31/2012 or for child registrations) 
  

Late Registrations (received after 8/3/12)   Add $ 5 ______ 
  

KAR Discount (Kazoo Area Runners)               Subtract $ 2 ______ 
KAR Club ID#___________   
             TOTAL FEE:   $ ________ 
 

Method of Payment: **Entry fee non-refundable** 
 

___Check (payable to Consumers Sunburst Run)     ___Cash     
Online:  Online registrations can be paid with credit card at 
www.consumerssunburst.org.  Online registrations will be closed 
at midnight, August 8th.  By Mail: Mail entry form to Consumers 
Sunburst Run, Attention: DeAnna, 7275 West Main, Kalamazoo MI  
49009.  Call (269)216-5224 with questions. 
 
 

GOLD SPONSORS: 

HARTLEB AGENCY                                       
HALLI’S AUTO CARE                                    

MEIJER                                                         
STEENSMA LAWN & POWER                        
ADAM’S OUTDOOR SIGNS 

Silver Sponsors: 

West Colony Graphics             Canopeum 

Canney’s Water                       Walgreens                       

     Republic Waste 



Plan to attend 
Oshtemo Rotary’s 

Saturday August 18 •  8am—4pm 
Flesher Field park 

(9th St.  Just south of stadium) 
Free admission & parking 

Proceeds go to support our literacy project at Prairie 
Ridge Elementary, a new pavilion at the Oshtemo 
Township Park, Rotary International Polio eradica-
tion, and safe drinking water projects. 

 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST  8-11am 

 
LUNCH SERVED 11-4 

 
TETHERED BALLOON RIDES-MICHIGAN BALLOON 8-10; SLAPPY—K WINGS MASCOT  10-11:30;  

WMU BUSTER BRONCO10-12; JUNGLE JOE’S “ELI THE ELEPHANT” 10-12; PUTTERS’ “PUTTER,THE BIG 
BLUE DOG” 10-12; SADDLE UP BUCK-A-ROOS PETTING ZOO 11-3; KALAMAZOO PIPE BAND 12-1; 

OSHTEMO FIRE DEPT. BURN 1-1:30; MUSICAL PETTING ZOO-KSO 1:30-3; MAGICIAN SHOW/ANIMAL BAL-
LOON ART 2:30-4; KALAMAZOO COUNTY POSSE, K-9 TEAM, & EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMAND 

POST; MICHIGAN STATE POLICE; WMU POLICE; LIFE EMS; PRIDE CARE AMBULANCE; MICHIGAN BLOOD 
BUS; AMERICAN RED CROSS EMERGENCY RESPONSE UNIT; WALGREENS HEALTH SCREENINGS; KALA-
MAZOO WESTSIDE LIONS EYE CHECK; WMU COLLEGE OF AVIATION PORTABLE PLANE; WMU COLLEGE 
OF ENGINEERING & APPLIED SCIENCE “SUNSEEKER CAR” & FORMULA RACE CAR “BAJA”; SALVATION 

ARMY CANTEEN; PET ADOPTION BY SPCA, SECOND CHANCE FOR GREYHOUNDS, KALAMAZOO COUNTY 
HUMANE SOCIETY, & SAVE OUR STRAYS; CHILD ID; OAKWOOD ANIMAL HOSPITAL “STUFFED ANIMAL 

VET CHECK”; OSHTEMO 4-H; E.S.C.A.P.E BURN TRAILER; OSHTEMO FIRE TRUCK BUCKET RIDES;  
McDONALD’S TOWING HEAVY RESCUE EQUIPMENT; MICHIGAN ARMY NATIONAL GUARD; MICHIGAN FES-

TIVAL OF SACRED MUSIC; DJ TODD KOWALSKI; COMMUNITY SERVICE AND VENDOR BOOTHS 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

An event for young & old 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES :  ROAMING MASCOTS - Smokey the Bear, 
Sparky the Fire Dog, Texas Corral Cowboys, & Ruby; ROCK CLIMBING 
WALL/SLIDE, OBSTACLE COURSE, MAZE; TEXAS CORRAL ROAD-
STERS; AIR ZOO MINI MUSTANG; FACE PAINTING; BUCKHAM FARM 
ANIMALS: Sheep, Donkey, Llama, & Cattle.   



News from the Clerk’s Office  

 Due to the 2010 census and the redistricting that affected our County Commission, State Representative and 
State Senate seats, I took the opportunity to redraw some precinct lines to make our election process more efficient.   

 Effective with the August 7th primary, some voters will be moving to new polling locations.  The reasons vary 
including moving precinct lines to follow school district lines eliminates precincts with more than one school district 
represented, and others due to the need to find new polling locations; these changes have also resulted in the addition 
of a new precinct.  (See the map)   

 Michigan Election Law requires fully accessible municipal, non-profit or quasi-public facilities be used for polling 
locations and we look for those that have ample parking, space to accommodate lines during the larger turnout        
elections, and adequate facilities for the precinct workers.  We are fortunate that we have several very generous hosts 
who provide this valuable community service; however, when they no longer wish to provide that service we must find 
a new location.  Recently some voters have been inconvenienced by having to change locations or use temporary       
facilities.  Again, every attempt is made to maintain precincts in the same location; however, at times circumstances are 
beyond my control. 

 State law also requires that new voter identification cards be mailed to each voter when redistricting has       
occurred.       Your new voter ID card indicates your polling location as well as the district numbers for the county, 
state and federal offices.   

PRECINCTS WITH CHANGES EFFECTIVE WITH THE AUGUST 7, 2012 ELECTION: 

 

Precinct #1 Oshtemo Township Hall – 7275 West Main Street 

          This precinct will now be the location for all voters located in the Otsego Public Schools district. 

         Mattawan Consolidated Schools residents who voted here will now be in Precinct #2 and vote at Fire Station #2                    
  located at 3500 South 6th Street. 

          Kalamazoo Public Schools residents who voted here will now be in Precinct #9 and vote at the Oshtemo Branch  
  Library located on West Main next to the Township Hall. 

 

Precinct #2 Oshtemo Fire Station #2 – 3500 South 6th Street (just north of Stadium Dr.) 

                     This precinct will now be the location for all voters located in the Mattawan Consolidated Schools District. 

           Kalamazoo Public Schools residents who voted here will now be in Precinct #10 and vote at the Oshtemo   
  Methodist Church located at 6574 Stadium Drive, just west of 9th Street. 

 

Precinct #3 People’s Church – 1234 North 10th Street 

  Kalamazoo Public Schools residents who had been voting at the Fire Station on West Main will move to this  
  location.   

            Otsego Public Schools residents who voted at the Fire Station on West Main will now be in Precinct #1 and vote at  
  the Township Hall.   

 

Precinct #9 Oshtemo Branch Library – 7265 West Main Street 

           Kalamazoo Public Schools residents who had been voting at the Centerpoint Community Center on North 10th  
  Street will move to this location.   

           Otsego Public Schools residents who voted at the Centerpoint Community Center will now be in Precinct #1 and  
  vote at the Township Hall. 

 

Precinct #10 Oshtemo United Methodist Church – 6574 Stadium Drive  

            This will be the new location for voters in the Kalamazoo Public School district who previously voted at Fire  
  Station #2 on South 6th Street. 



 

PRECINCTS WITH NO CHANGES: 
 

Precinct #4 Fourth Reformed Church –  Fellowship Hall – 6339 Atlantic Avenue 

Precinct #5 West Kalamazoo Christian Church – 454 South Drake Road 

Precinct #6 Summer Ridge Apartments Clubhouse – off Maple Hill Drive 

Precinct #7  Fourth Reformed Church – Gym – 6339 Atlantic Avenue 

Precinct #8 Oshtemo Community Center – 6407 Parkview Avenue 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

Michigan Election Law requires you to be registered at least 30 days prior to any election.  

Primary Election – August 7th – the deadline to register to vote is July 9th.   

General Election – November 6th – the deadline to register to vote is October 9th.    

ABSENTEE BALLOTS 

 Voters age 60 or older or those with a permanent disability can request to be placed on our permanent        
absentee voter list and will automatically receive an application for an absentee ballot prior to each election.   

 Any voter meeting the required criteria can request an absentee ballot application by phone or complete the 
application available on our website under the “Applications” link.  A ballot can also be requested by mail by providing 
your name, registered address, the address where the ballot should be mailed, date of birth and the reason for needing 
to vote by absentee ballot.   

Required Criteria are: 

age 60 years old or older  

unable to vote without assistance at the polls  

expecting to be out of town on election day  

in jail awaiting arraignment or trial  

unable to attend the polls due to religious reasons  

appointed to work as an election inspector in a precinct outside of your precinct of residence 

 

Please call my office at 216.5224 with any questions you have regarding voter registration, polling locations or           
absentee ballots. 

    Deb Everett,  Township Clerk 



 KL 

ST
.

6T
H

8T
H 

   S
T.

GH   AVE.

7T
H

AVE. G 

ST
.

3R
D

WOLF

ST
.

6T
H

ST
.

5T
H

ALMENA

VA
NK

AL
.

2N
D

(M-43)

WEST

7T
H

11
TH

1S
T

ST
.

ST
.

9T
H

ST
.

8T
H

ST
.

10
TH

 

ST
.

U.S. HIGHW
AY 131

9T
H

DR.

ST
.

BUS. ROUTE  U.S. 131
 GH AVE.

 H AVE.

12
TH

ST
.

WEST
MICHIGAN AVE.

PARKVIEW  AVE. 
 M AVE.

MAIN ST.

1S
T

ST
.

DR.

AVE.

ST
.

4T
H

AVE. L 

2N
D

ST
.

ST
.

 J AVE.

 ML AVE.

 M AVE.

ST
.

STADIUM

DR.

5T
H

ST
.

7T
H

ST
.

ST
.

ST
.

DR
AK

E 
 R

D.
12

TH
ST

.

WEST                 N              AVE.

LAKE
LAKEWYMAN

WYMAN

LAKELAKE
SOUTHSOUTH

LAKELAKE
DUSTINDUSTIN

ON  G OLD EN PO N D

LAKE
LAKE

BONNIE CASTLE

BONNIE CASTLE

ROCKWOOD LAKEROCKWOOD LAKE

1

2

9

7

10

6
3

4
8

5

deannaj
Typewritten Text
    OSHTEMO TOWNSHIP PRECINCT MAP

deannaj
Typewritten Text

deannaj
Typewritten Text

deannaj
Typewritten Text

deannaj
Typewritten Text
Precinct 3 - People's Church, 1758 North 10th Street

deannaj
Typewritten Text

deannaj
Typewritten Text

deannaj
Typewritten Text

deannaj
Typewritten Text
Precinct 4 - Fourth Reformed Church Fellowship Hall, 6339 Atlantic Ave

deannaj
Typewritten Text
Precinct 5 - West Kalamazoo Christian Church, 454 South Drake Road

deannaj
Typewritten Text
Precinct 6 - Summer Ridge Apts Clubhouse, 5545 Summer Ridge Blvd

deannaj
Typewritten Text
Precinct 7 - Fourth Reformed Church Gym, 6339 Atlantic Ave

deannaj
Typewritten Text
Precinct 8 - Oshtemo Community Center, 6407 Parkview Ave

deannaj
Typewritten Text
Precinct 9 - Oshtemo Branch Library, 7265 West Main Street

deannaj
Typewritten Text
Precinct 10 - Oshtemo United Methodist Church, 6574 Stadium Drive

deannaj
Typewritten Text
Precinct 2 - Oshtemo Fire Station No. 2, 3500 South 6th Street

deannaj
Typewritten Text
Precinct 1 - Oshtemo Township Hall, 7275 West Main Street



From Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell— 
 

The Township and the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) representatives met in early May to 

continue discussion on the West Main bridge MDOT rehabilitation       

project.  In 2013, there will be a $2 million bridge rehabilitation on M-43 

over US-131 in Oshtemo Township. MDOT designers investigating the 

feasibility of adding a non-motorized path or sidewalk facility to the      

existing bridge have determined it is feasible to add a five (5) foot wide 

cantilevered sidewalk to the south side of the existing bridge. MDOT   

conveyed that they will construct this cantilevered sidewalk on the bridge 

structure, and it is up to the Township to construct the remaining sidewalk 

segments to connect to existing walks on either side of US-131. Following 

this, the Township Board discussed working with MDOT engineers to   

design those sidewalk segments. The Township Board is exploring grant, 

donation, and budget options, with the goal I have set to include this    

construction in my proposed 2013 Township budget. Assuming this goal 

is achieved, these sidewalk segments will be constructed, thus removing 

one of the greatest barriers to non-motorized connectivity in the Township. The cantilevered sidewalk and 

connecting sections would then be completed in 2013 when the bridge beam repairs, railing replacement,   

substructure repairs and approach work is done. 

 

Work on the 2013 budget will commence in June, continuing my multi-year process to trim expenses through 

efficiencies in all areas--operations, board and employee benefits, and services. Some of these cost savings 

since 2008 have included reducing personnel through attrition as demands for specific services have declined, 

providing more cost effective employee benefits, and streamlining targeted operations, such as forming the 

Kalamazoo Area Building Authority for construction inspection services.  

 

The Township Board will address the retiree medical ordinance, and is on schedule to complete amendments 

in the third quarter of this year. Board members have worked with Township staff and actuarial consultants to 

research and develop reasonable and sustainable amendments to the ordinance. I am seeking public input on 

the issue, and will devote the 6 pm, June 26th meeting to this topic.  

 

Last year’s audited financial statements and related management’s discussion indicated that the Township is in 

excellent financial health and the Board is responding to changed circumstances appropriately. The 2011     

annual audit will be discussed with the Township Board on Tuesday June 26th, at a 5pm public meeting.   

 

I have worked toward transparency since taking office. Much has been accomplished-- Township Board   

packets are posted online prior to meetings. The annual budget is posted online. The bi-monthly Public    

Comment Sessions of the Township Board have targeted public input   

agenda items. I continue to hold open office hours. Additionally, I am  

available to attend neighborhood association meetings and other meetings as 

requested. My philosophy is one of continuous improvement, with an eye 

toward economically improving service and quality of life for residents in 

the Township, and I work steadily and consistently toward that end. 

 

And yes, SLOW DOWN! The Township Board amended the 2012 police 

contract to add one additional deputy assigned specifically to traffic         

enforcement. Deputy Scott Pollack started May 2nd.  
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OSHTEMO HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS 
 

Summer will be a great opportunity to visit the Drake House at 927 North Drake Road, the homestead of Benjamin Drake and his   

family, who were among the very first settlers in Oshtemo Township. Come see all of the restoration work that has gone on over the 

past several months. 

July 21st (Saturday 10:00-3:00) Pioneer Days – Make a visit back to the Nineteenth Century. Tour the Drake House and stroll the 

grounds while enjoying entertainment and taking in games of the day. Watch folks demonstrating blacksmithing, chair caning, rope mak-

ing, wood carving, and textile arts, including spinning, weaving, bobbin-lace and other hand crafts. View displays of antiques and vintage 

items. Take the opportunity to purchase bake sale items—some from pioneer recipes. Bring the entire family. $5.00 admission to pro-

mote the work of the OHS. Children under 12 admitted free. House admission is included.  

August 4th (Saturday 1:30-3:00) Front Entrance Ribbon Cutting.  Come help the OHS celebrate the completion of the restoration of 

this imposing entrance to the Drake House, made possible thanks to a grant from the DAR and a gift from a very generous individual 

donor. Tour the Drake House to see all of the other restoration work…windows, porches, and more. Hear about our upcoming plans. 

The house is really to starting return to its past grandness. Free. 

September 20 (Thursday 7:00 at the Oshtemo Township Hall, 7275 W. Main Street) Ilah Henderson will share the history of the   

Oshtemo United Methodist Church, as it celebrates 150 years in our community. 

For more information about the Oshtemo Historical Society, please visit our website at 

www.oshtemohistoricalsociety.org 

***ECRWSS*** 

Postal Customer 
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