
 
 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Meeting 

December 9, 2008 
 
 

Township Board work session was held at the Township Hall.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the 
meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were James Porter, Township Attorney, Marc Elliott, Township Engineer and 4 interested 
people. 
 
Discussion items included the 2008 budget adjustments to be considered at the regular meeting, 
updating the Township Board Goals list, the retention pond inventory, central dispatch, and the waste 
reduction ordinance. 
 
Attorney Porter advised the agreement for storm water run off on South 8th Street and LaSalle Plat is 
still in process. 
 
Consensus was Attorney Porter and Planning Director Jodi Stefforia will respond the Kalamazoo 
Chamber of Commerce letter regarding their truck route survey, noting it would be inappropriate for 
Board members to discuss the matter due to pending litigation. 
 
Trustees agreed to pick up their Township Board packets. 
 
The Board work session adjourned at approximately 6:30 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were James Porter, Township Attorney, Marc Elliot, Township Engineer, Senior Planner 
Mary Lynn Bugge, and approximately 10 interested people.   
 
Motion by Grace, second by Culp to approve the November 28th regular and December 2nd special  
meeting minutes.  Carried.   
 
Income to the General and Fire Funds of $90,330.99 and disbursements of $279,250.94 were reported. 
Motion by Grace, second by Borgfjord to accept the receipts and disbursements report. Carried. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Stan Rakowski, 7151 West G Avenue, inquired if any Township properties were listed in the newly 
released flood plain maps.  Senior Planner Bugge advised a few parcels around Springwood Lake are 
the only ones and property owners will be notified.   
 
Norman Young, Dave Artley, and Jane Dudley spoke regarding the Michigan Organizing Project and 
Kalamazoo Homeless Action Network support of the Kalamazoo County Local Housing Fund. They 
requested the Board make a donation of $10,000 which would be matched by Kalamazoo County.  
 
 
 

 



 
BOARD APPOINTMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDAITONS 

ZBA & BOARD OF REVIEW VACANCIES 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented a recommendation from the Board Appointment Committee for 
vacancies on the ZBA and Board of Review: 
 
ZBA – Appoint Alternate Cheri Bell to fill remainder of Grace Borgfjord’s term ending December 31,  
          2010.  
          Appoint Neil Sikora as Alternate to fill remainder of Cheri Bell’s term ending December 31,  
          2009. 
Board of Review – Appoint Neil Sikora as second Alternate to a first term ending December 31, 2011. 
 
Trustee Bushouse commented he would have liked to see Millard Loy considered and further 
commented he would vote no due to the negative tone of Mr. Sikora’s campaign literature. 
 
Trustee Grace inquired if Mr. Sikora met the criteria for the Board of Review.  Clerk Everett noted it a 
citizen board and also advised the committee only had two applications in the file and did not have an 
application indicating Mr. Loy’s interest. 
 
Motion by Culp, second by Borgfjord to approve the appointments as presented.  Carried with Bushouse 
voting no. 
 

ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENETS 
SECTION 34 & SECTION 76 

Senior Planner Bugge presented a recommendation from the Planning Commission for text 
amendments to clarify items related to accessory buildings and drive-through facilities in the Section 34-
Form Based Code Overlay Zone and a modification to Section 76-Signs and Billboards. 
 
She advised the amendment to Section 34 would clarify that all accessory buildings are subject to site 
plan and special exception review and that accessory buildings are not permitted in the Village Core 
sub-district, and text relating to drive-through facilities in the Overlay Zone modified to clarify the 
limitation of one drive-through facility per use pertains only to the Village Core area, and in Section 76 
prohibit the attachment of banners to trees or other plant material. 
 
Motion by Grace, second by Everett to accept the text amendments for First Reading and set Second 
Reading for January 13th.  Carried. 
 

COMMUNITY ACCESS CENTER – NAME CHANGE 
A request from the Community Access Center to adopt a resolution approving a fourth amendment to 
the Urban Cooperation Act Agreement to change the name of the Community Access Center to Public 
Media Network was presented. 
 
Hap Haasch, Executive Director of the Community Access Center advised they had conducted a survey 
which indicated the need for a name change to better identify their organization and their goals.   
Motion by Grace, second by Culp to adopt the resolution approving the name change as requested.  
Roll call showed all board members voting yes. 
 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE AGREEMENT FOR 2009 
The agreement for 2009 with the Kalamazoo County Household Hazardous Waste Center was before 
the Board for consideration. It was noted use of the program has increased 16% over last year.   
 
Motion by Everett, second by Grace to fund the program in the amount of $10,000 as budgeted for 
2009.  Carried. 
 

FULL TIME MAINTENANCE POSITION 
A recommendation from the Personnel Committee for the proposed job description for Maintenance 
Department Head and General Maintenance Person was before the Board. 
 
Motion by Grace, second by Bushouse to approve the job descriptions as recommended.  Carried. 
 

2008 BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS  
Adjustments to the 2008 budget prepared by Clerk Everett were presented.  
Motion by Everett, second by Culp to approve the 2008 budget adjustments. Carried.  
 

APPOINTMENT OF ACCOUNTING & ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS – 2009 
The annual appointment of accounting and engineering consultants was before the Board.  
Motion by Grace, second by Everett to retain Siegfried, Crandall P.C. as Township accountants and 
Prein & Newhof as Township Engineers.  Carried.  



 
APPOINTMENT OF FINANCIAL DEPOSITORIES FOR 2008  

Treasurer Culp presented a list of depositories for Township funds for 2009. 
Motion by Culp, second by Grace to approve the list with the correction of LaSalle Bank to Bank of 
America.  Carried.  
 

2009 MEETING DATES  
Township Board 2009 Meeting Dates - 2nd Tuesdays - 5:00 p.m. Board Work Session, 7:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting and 4th Tuesdays - 6:00 p.m. Public Comment Session, 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
except there will be no second meeting in January or July.    
Joint Meetings with Planning Commission and ZBA - 6:00 p.m. on February 17, May 19, and September 
15.  
Motion by Borgfjord, second by Grace to set the meeting dates for 2009 as presented. Carried.  
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
RESOLUTION FOR BULDING DEPARTMENT FEES  

A resolution establishing Building Permit Fees for 2009 was before the Board.  It was noted all fees will 
remain the same except for some minor rounding of figures. 
 
Motion by Grace, second by Culp to adopt the resolution setting the Building Permit fees for 2009.   
Roll call showed all board members voting yes. 
 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
Trustee Bushouse commented on the request heard during citizen comments regarding the Kalamazoo 
Local Housing Fund that when an agency decides to implement a program they should be able to fund 
it, questioned if the Township can legally spend funds for such a program and advised he would need a 
lot more information. 
 
Trustee Grace concurred noting there are already programs being funded by tax dollars being paid to 
the County. 
 
Trustee Borgfjord commented she would also need more information and was concerned about 
duplication of services. 
 
Trustee Borgfjord also commented she wished to thank the voters who supported her and advised she 
is a representative for all Township residents and has no specific agenda. 
 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
DEBORAH L. EVERETT   Attested:   LIBBY HEINY-COGSWELL 
Township Clerk                      Supervisor 
 


