
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Minutes 

Special Meeting  
November 9, 2009  

 
The Oshtemo Township Board held a special meeting at the Oshtemo Township Hall.  Supervisor Heiny-
Cogswell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present was James Porter, Township Attorney and approximately 100 interested people.   
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised the purpose of the meeting was a public hearing on a proposed 
special assessment district for police protection which would include the balance of the Township not in 
the current special assessment district.  She further advised a study committee consisting of herself, and 
Trustees James Grace and Bushouse had been working on this issue and compiling data. 
 
Trustee James Grace presented information on the history of the current district, the study conducted and 
data compiled by the study committee, current and possible future KCSD staffing in the Township and 
calls for service statistics.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell reviewed the Township budget components, and 
an overview of the Kalamazoo County and the Sheriff’s Department budgets.   
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised comments received prior to the meeting: 
Debra Smith, 3631 Old Savannah, in support 
Phil Hassing, 2958 Sunset, not opposed but wishes had been on ballot 
Glenn Vlietstra, 2083 North 9th Street, opposed 
G. Evan Boswell, 1091 Josiane Drive, opposed 
Dennis & Bonnie Banghart, 1573 North 10th Street, supports 
Duane & Shirley Vernia, 5751 Coddington Lane, opposed 
Lake Michigan Mailers, 3777 Sky King Blvd., opposed 
Kimberly Byrd, 1554 Skylark Way, opposed 
 
Public Comment: 
Gordon Lanker, 2524 North 2nd Street, commented he is a 30 year resident, there have been break ins in 
his area and three meth labs found near his home, this is past due and he supports it 100%. 
 
Mike Early, 6979 Northstar, commented areas with higher crime should pay more and will there be a 
decrease in crime with more officers. 
 
Joe Reeser, 6309 Maple Leaf, commented the problem is economic and unemployment, the average 
person cannot pay, there are other ways to raise the money and where are cuts being made. 
 
Mary Beth Mauer, 8353 Gibbs, commented where would the increase stop and there needs to be more 
police presence.  She also inquired if the Township receives funds from citations written. 
 
Nancy Phillips, 1202 South 4th Street, commented she is opposed and would there be more police 
presence to addressing speeding issues, etc. 
 
George Horn, 5281 West G Avenue, commented the whole Township is being assessed for a problem 
that doesn’t exist everywhere, the government doesn’t have to do everything, he doesn’t need police 
protection and has anyone thought of establishing neighborhood watch. 
 



Dan Thompson, 105 Echo Hills, commented he supports the special assessment, the population is 
growing and offenses increased. 
Lisa Shaffer, 9060 West KL Avenue, commented she supports more coverage but not where it’s coming 
from, instead of spreading the cost over the Township, new apartment developments and subdivisions 
should be taxed. 
 
Tom Harvey, 691 South 4th Street, commented nothing has changed with the traffic situation on 4th Street, 
he won’t say if he’s for or against. 
 
Bob Janssen, 8670 Almena Drive, commented he is a 44 year resident and supports the Board’s efforts 
and more than one extra deputy may be needed. 
 
Greg Johnson, 4957 Olde Forest, commented the more populated area is east of 8th Street, are the 
deputies going to cover the other areas or be stuck in the current district areas, is disappointed the 
question did not go to a vote and is against it for now. 
 
Ron Jacobs, 4179 North 6th Street, commented he is not against the idea in principle, and had questions 
regarding the public acts under which the district is being proposed. 
 
Karen Berzins, 10254 Stadium Drive, commented part of her property is in Oshtemo, part in Texas 
Township, and does not want an increase in her taxes. 
 
Jim Hastings, 4614 Fountainview, inquired what would be done with the General Fund dollars currently 
allocated for police protection. 
 
Jim Sterenberg, 4110 Oakharbor St, commented how many increases in deputies have there been and 
how does Kalamazoo Township pay for their police department. 
 
Dan Holmes, 10848 West Main, commented he is a 20 plus year resident, supports the status quo and 
why did this not go to a vote. 
 
Elaine Branch, 7654 West Main, commented she thanked the Board for their approach to the issue, the 
time and effort that went into the study, when times are tough, crime increases and she would rather pay 
the special assessment for law enforcement than for replacing stolen items or higher insurance premiums 
and supports what the Board is doing. 
 
Brent Resh, 8500 West Main, commented he wants police protection but does not want to pay for it, as a 
small business it is difficult but he does not want the Township to go downhill. 
 
Jim Rietsma, 1713 North 9th Street, commented what benefit does a Sergeant bring. 
 
Marvin Darling, 7210 West H Avenue, commented did the Board think of having a millage for the 
subdivisions where the problems are. 
 
Themi Corakis, 7080 West N Avenue, commented the police have always been there, these are bad 
economic times, until the jail is taken care of the issue will be back and there are other issues besides 
police. 
 
Stan Rakowski, 7151 West G Avenue, commented how many deputies were there in 1975, the population 
has increased as has the crime rate, he gives credit to the Board; it’s what they are elected to do and he 
supports the proposal.   
 
Board member comments in response to the questions asked included, review of daily logs show 
deputies assigned to the Township are called away 2% of the time to assist elsewhere, a voted millage 
can be a long time period, a special assessment district requires an annual public hearing, General Fund 
revenues are down $200,000 due to revenue sharing cuts, all areas of the budget are being reviewed, the 
number of deputies has not increased since 2003, Kalamazoo Township’s police department has a $4 
million dollar annual cost, the working Sergeant added to the Township adds local administration, the 
Township does receive a percentage of the citations written but currently deputies do not have a lot of 



time to spend on traffic enforcement, the number of road patrol deputies county wide is the same as 
1975, and the Township General Fund receives less than one mill of property taxes. 
 
Trustee Borgfjord commented while it is not an easy thing to do, the numbers support it, we cannot let the 
Township deteriorate, and she has polled others on the issue. 
 
Clerk Everett, concurred with Trustee Borgfjord adding the Board has to do what is in the best interest of 
the entire Township and appreciates the many hours the committee and Trustee James Grace in 
particular, spent on this issue. 
 
Trustee Bushouse commented the fire department millage was established in the 1970’s, the Board at the 
time knew what needed to be done and spread the cost throughout the Township, tax appeals are up, 
revenues are down, and the Township has an obligation and is required to provide fire and police 
protection. 
 
Trustee McCormick commented it is his understanding Kalamazoo Township pays ten times the .5 being 
considered; this is a good value for the money. 
 
Treasurer Culp commented she lives on the west side of the Township and is not convinced, but knows 
it’s needed and the committee did a good job. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell commented she came at the issue having experienced a private citizen 
delayed response, thought there was a problem and came to the conclusion that adding deputies is 
overdue, it is tough to do right now but feels in balance, is more for it than against. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to adopt a resolution approving the Police Protection 
Special Assessment District 2009-1 and the levy of 0.5 mills.  Roll call showed James Grace-yes, 
Borgfjord-yes, Culp-no, Everett-yes, Bushouse-yes, McCormick-yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes.  Carried 6-1. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to adopt a resolution to file the assessment roll with the 
Clerk and hold a public hearing on November 23rd at 7:00 p.m. to review the roll and hear public 
comment.  Roll call showed McCormick-yes, Bushouse-yes, Everett-yes, Culp-yes, Borgfjord-yes, James 
Grace-yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes.  Carried 7-0. 
 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m.     
 
 
 
DEBORAH L. EVERETT    Attested:  LIBBY HEINY-COGSWELL 
TOWNSHIP CLERK                                                SUPERVISOR 
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