
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Meeting 

August 11, 2009 
 
 

Township Board work session was held at the Township Hall.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called 
the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were Township Attorney James Porter, Township Engineer Marc Elliott, Fire Chief 
Mark Barnes, Building Official Bob Horton, and 8 interested people. 
 

Police Protection 
Kalamazoo County Sheriff Rick Fuller provided information regarding reassignments in the 
department and noted some deputies assigned to the Township will be working 12 hours shifts 
which will provide more coverage.   
 

Discussion – Building Permit Fees 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised a mid year review of the Building Department has resulted in 
the building permit fee formula needing adjustment.  She also advised in reviewing current fees, a 
recommendation was also being made that the re-inspection fee be reduced from $144.00 to 
$55.00.  She also noted the Township provides two inspections other jurisdictions do not; 
insulation and concrete rebar reinforcement and will also now be providing new sidewalk forms 
and expansion joint inspections. 
 
Building Official Bob Horton advised the fee multiplier had been reduced in 2007 and 2008 due to 
the volume of building, noting the Building Department is operated solely on fees generated.  He 
further advised the downturn in the economy has resulted in less permits being issued, generating 
less revenue.  Mr. Horton noted cuts have been made in department expenditures including 
capital expenditures and contracted inspectors hours.  He also noted re-inspection fees are not 
currently charged but would be instituted, noting a direct cost incurred for re-inspections by the 
contracted electrical and mechanical inspectors.   
 
Justin Vander Ark, Director of Government Affairs for the Home Builders Association of Greater 
Kalamazoo, commented they are neutral on the increase in permit fees, but requested further 
consideration be given to the institution of the re-inspection fee. 
 
Lengthy discussion resulted in a consensus that the re-inspection fee for building permits would 
be waived for one re-inspection, but charged thereafter, and all re-inspections for electrical and 
mechanical inspections will be charged, due to the direct cost to the Township for the contracted 
inspectors’ time. 
 

Discussion – Park Committee Recommendations  
North 10th Street Non-Motorized Facility 

Township Park and Flesher Field Master Plans 
Trustee Borgfjord, Park Committee Chair, advised a total of eight proposals, four for the North 10th 
Street non-motorized facility study and four for the Township Park and Flesher Field Master Plans 
were received.  She noted these were the next step in the overall Park Master Plan recently 
adopted and once complete would enable the Township to apply for grants.   
 
Ms. Borgfjord advised the committee was recommending contracting with Prein & Newhof for the 
North 10th Street study and with O’Boyle, Cowell, Blalock & Associates for the park plans. 

 
Discussion – Red Cross Request Regarding Oshtemo Community Center 

A request from the American Red Cross for use of the Oshtemo Community Center as a disaster 
relief shelter was referred to the Park Committee for review. 

 
Discussion – Sidewalk Variance Request – Western Woods 

Senior Planner Mary Lynn Bugge advised a request had been received for a variance from the 
sidewalk standards for a new residence located at 9015 Western Woods.  She noted the steep 
slope of the driveway is prohibitive to installing sidewalk across the driveway as required.   
Engineer Elliott concurred with this finding. 
 



 
Discussion – Proposed Purchase of Fire Truck 

Fire Chief Mark Barnes commented to maintain the current level of service to the community; he is 
recommending replacement of Engine 533 which is now 20 years old.  He and Fire Commissioner 
Grace also noted that ordering a new truck this year could save between $10,000 and $20,000 
due to new EPA requirements which go into effect in 2010.  A report of maintenance issues with 
the current engine was provided.   
 
There was lengthy discussion regarding maintaining the level of service, increased population, 
changes in number of and construction methods of buildings, current economic conditions, and 
whether the older aerial unit should be replaced first.  Chief Barnes noted a grant application is in 
process for replacement of the aerial unit which could be jeopardized if a purchase is pursued at 
this time.  He also noted the estimated cost of the engine is $400,000 to be funded by the 
department’s capital equipment fund.   
 

Board Member Comments  
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell requested a report from Trustee McCormick regarding his attendance 
at a recent meeting of the Asylum Lake Association regarding the proposed expansion of the 
WMU BTR Park on the Colony Farm property.  Mr. McCormick advised Rep. Larry DeShazor and 
Rep. Robert Jones were also present.  He commented the environmentalists don’t want the 
development and WMU wants to develop it. 
 
The Board work session adjourned at approximately 6:45 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were Township Attorney James Porter, Township Engineer Marc Elliot, Fire Chief 
Mark Barnes, Senior Planner Mary Lynn Bugge, and approximately 25 interested people.   
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by James Grace to approve the July 14th regular meeting minutes.  
Carried.   
 
Income to the General and Fire Funds of $99,308.44 and disbursements of $467,909.10 were 
reported. Motion by Borgfjord, second by James Grace to accept the receipts and disbursements 
report. Carried. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell introduced her parents visiting from Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
 
Gordon Lanker, 2524 North 2nd Street, commented he feels current police protection is not 
sufficient; his neighborhood has been the site of two meth labs.  He commented in reviewing the 
Township budget he noted the amounts for parks and the DDA and while is not opposed to these, 
more police protection must be a priority. 
 
Trustee James Grace advised the Board has been working on the issue for the last year, the 
Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department applied for a grant to fund more officers but was denied, 
some deputies will be going to 12 hour shifts which will provide more coverage, the Board will be 
looking at how to fund two more deputies, and the data he has reviewed shows the deputies 
assigned to the Township spend 99% of their time in the Township.   
 
Oshtemo Fire Department members Firefighter Jeremy Searls, Firefighter Josh Brady, Firefighter 
Matt Carlson, Firefighter Grant Gelling, Firefighter Dave Thalman, Firefighter Ben Trompeter, and 
Lt. Chip Everett thanked the Board for the recent purchase of new fire helmets and presented a 
card signed by all department members. 

 
Stan Rakowski, 5171 West G Avenue, commented some of the Board had the foresight to 
approve the ordinance for rental property, and noted he had seen repairs taking place on decks in 
a particular apartment complex.  He noted Trustee McCormick had recently stated in the Western 
Herald that he felt there were areas where students were not wanted in the Township and asked 
Mr. McCormick to name where he was referring to as they can live anywhere in the Township.   
Mr. McCormick responded the ordinance applies everywhere except R-4 so almost the entire 
Township has the restrictions if they want to live together in groups greater than two.  He further 



commented he was not surprised Mr. Rakowski was clashing with the ACLU and him and it is not 
fair to tell people they cannot live in groups greater than two just because they go to WMU. 
 
Attorney Porter noted for the record there is nothing in the Township ordinance that is 
discriminatory and not permitted by the Michigan Supreme Court; all Township ordinances are in 
compliance with State law. 
 

COUNTRY CLUB VILLAGE RESIDENTS CONCERNS  
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised a request had been received from residents of the Country 
Club Village neighborhood to provide a report to the Board of their concerns regarding issues with 
the Copper Beech apartment complex located to the south of the neighborhood.   
 
The following residents expressed concerns and provided information and photographs regarding 
excessive noise from music, yelling, and cars and motorcycles traveling through the complex at 
high rates of speed, late night parties, foul language, trespassing, a fire pit established on the 
property to the west of the complex, trash, water run off, alleged incidents of attempted break ins, 
loss of property value, inability to sell homes, and lack of or slow response from the Kalamazoo 
County Sheriff’s Department.  Residents requested the Township take action to address their 
concerns, and consider and address possible consequences when reviewing uses of different 
zoning districts on adjacent properties.   
 
Dan Thompson, 105 Echo Hills Drive 
Mike Colasanti, 5819 Scenic Way Drive 
Jenny McGill, 5853 Scenic Way Drive 
Randall Tarantino, 5814 Scenic Way Drive 
Sandy West, 40 Windingwood Drive 
Murray Davis, 5879 Scenic Way Drive 
Martina Myles, 5878 Scenic Way Drive 
Jason Nuzzo, 5964 Scenic Way Drive 
 
Comments on behalf of Gerald Pahl, 5817 Manorwood provided by Trustee James Grace and a 
letter from Carl Myles, 5878 Scenic Way Drive were also provided for the record. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell and Trustee James Grace advised a very strongly worded letter had 
been sent to Copper Beech management, noise complaints should be reported to the Township 
Office during business hours Monday through Friday 8-5 for the Ordinance Enforcement Officer to 
address, some KCSD deputies assigned to the Township will be working 12 hour shifts to provide 
coverage until 4:30 a.m. on Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, residents should 
continue to call the KCSD to establish a record of issues, and the Township will continue to 
pursue all avenues to address the concerns. 
 
Danielle Hoke, Property Manager for Copper Beech, commented she is willing to work with the 
Township and neighborhood to address the concerns expressed, the complex has on sight 
security, a letter could be sent to all complex residents, proposals are being sought to install 
speed bumps in the complex, and while aware of the water run off problem, thought it had been 
addressed by their landscaping contractor.   
 
Ms. Hoke provided her contact information for a date and time to be set for Copper Beech 
management and Township officials to meet. 
 

OSHTEMO HISTORICAL SOCIETY UPDATE 
Oshtemo Historical Society President Neil Sikora presented a report and slide show of photos 
taken and donated by Bob Saunders of the recent Benjamin Drake Birthday Party held at the 
Drake House on July 18th.  He thanked all who donated their time and efforts for the event which 
raised approximately $2,400.00 for future restoration work on the house. 
 

SIDEWALK VARIANCE – WESTERN WOODS   
As discussed at the Board work session, Senior Planner Mary Lynn Bugge advised a request had 
been received for a variance from the sidewalk standards for a new residence located at 9015 
Western Woods.  She noted the steep slope of the driveway is prohibitive to installing sidewalk 
across the driveway as required.   Engineer Elliott concurred with this finding. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to grant the sidewalk variance.  Carried.  

 



 
 

FIRE TRUCK PURCHASE 
As discussed at the Board work session, Fire Chief Mark Barnes advised that to maintain the 
current level of service to the community, he is recommending replacement of Engine 533 which 
is now 20 years old.  He and Fire Commissioner Grace also noted that ordering a new truck this 
year could save between $10,000 and $20,000 due to new EPA requirements which go into effect 
in 2010.  A report of maintenance issues with the current engine was provided.   
 
Chief Barnes noted a grant application is in process for replacement of the older aerial unit which 
could be jeopardized if a purchase is pursued at this time.  It was noted the estimated cost of the 
engine is $400,000 to be funded by the department’s capital equipment fund.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Heiny-Cogswell to approve the purchase not to exceed 
$400,000 and approve sale of the existing engine.   

 
PARK COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

NORTH 1OTH ST NON-MOTORIZED FACILITY STUDY 
TOWNSHIP PARK & FLESHER FIELD MASTER PLANS 

As discussed at the Board work session, Trustee Borgfjord, Park Committee Chair, advised a total 
of eight proposals, four for the North 10th Street non-motorized facility study and four for the 
Township Park and Flesher Field Master Plans were received.  She noted these were the next 
step in the overall Park Master Plan recently adopted and once complete would enable the 
Township to apply for grants.   
 
Ms. Borgfjord advised the committee was recommending contracting with Prein & Newhof for the 
North 10th Street study and with O’Boyle, Cowell, Blalock & Associates for the park plans. 
 
She also advised a kick off meeting to walk the North 10th Street area would be held in early 
September with area property owners notified and information in the September newsletter for 
anyone interested in participating.   
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by James Grace to accept the proposal from Prein & Newhof for the 
North 10th Street non-motorized facility study not to exceed $7,283.50. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised she wished to disclose that she had formerly been an 
employee of O’Boyle, Cowell, Blalock & Associates and may from time to time perform contract 
work for them.  She further advised that while she would be involved with the Township parks 
project, she would receive no compensation from OBCA for that work, however, on advice of 
Township counsel she asked to be excused from voting on the OCBA contract and asked the 
Board, if it wished to approve the contract, to do so by a two thirds majority. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Culp to accept the proposal from O’Boyle, Cowell, Blalock & 
Associates not to exceed $12,000 and excuse Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell from voting on the 
motion.  Carried 6-0 with Heiny-Cogswell abstaining. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
BUILDING PERMIT FEES 

As discussed at the Board work session, Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised a mid year review of 
the Building Department has resulted in the building permit fee formula needing adjustment.  She 
also advised in reviewing current fees, a recommendation was also being made that the re-
inspection fee be reduced from $144.00 to $55.00.  She also noted the Township provides two 
inspections other jurisdictions do not; insulation and concrete rebar reinforcement and will also 
now be providing new sidewalk forms and expansion joint inspections, and the fee multiplier had 
been reduced in 2007 and 2008.  She advised earlier discussion addressed the issue of re-
inspection fees resulting in a consensus that the re-inspection fee for building permits would be 
waived for one re-inspection, but charged thereafter, and all re-inspections for electrical and 
mechanical inspections will be charged, due to the direct cost to the Township for the contracted 
inspectors’ time. 
 
Ms. Heiny-Cogswell further noted the Home Builders Association of Greater Kalamazoo, 
commented at the earlier work session that they are neutral on the increase in permit fees.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to adopt a resolution adjusting the building permit 
fee formula and reducing the re-inspection fee to $55.00.  Roll call showed McCormick-yes, 
Bushouse-yes, Everett-yes, Culp-yes, Borgfjord-yes, James Grace-yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes. 
 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS PERMIT – CENTURY TEL 
Attorney Porter presented a request from Century Tel for a 30 year Right of Way 
Telecommunications Permit as provided under the State Metro Act.  He advised the State now 



manages this program and forwards the revenue from the permits to the local units.   
 
Motion by Culp, second by James Grace to approve the permit as requested.  Carried. 
 

 
AUGUST 25TH TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised the Sewer/Water Committee was requesting the August 25th 
Board meeting begin at 5:00 instead of 6:00 to have a discussion concerning the Township’s 
Capital Improvement Plan. 
 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
Trustee McCormick inquired of Trustee James Grace if the adjacent property owner to the Copper 
Beech complex had been contacted regarding putting up no trespassing signs or a fence.  Mr. 
Grace advised they had been contacted but had not responded.  Mr. McCormick commented that 
the current Township Board did not approve Copper Beech and the issues are beyond his control. 
 
Trustee Bushouse commented residents in the Country Club Village neighborhood purchased 
additional property at the rear of their parcels from the previous owner of the complex property.  
He also commented that Copper Beech was reviewed and built in accordance with existing 
ordinances.  He also commented anyone wishing to change any ordinance can request a text 
amendment be considered by the Planning Commission.  He noted a fence was suggested during 
the review. 
 
Mr. Bushouse also commented that the DDA budget is restricted in that those in the district 
contribute to it and the revenue used only for projects in the defined DDA district. 
 
Trustee Borgfjord commended Oshtemo Historical Society President Neil Sikora for his dedication 
to not only the OHS but the other efforts in the Township as well. 
 
Trustee James Grace commented he was on the Planning Commission when Copper Beech was 
reviewed and projects must be approved when they are legally conforming.  He further 
commented he would like to see the ordinance changed to require a larger buffer between such 
uses as well as berms and fencing. 
 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
DEBORAH L. EVERETT   Attested:   LIBBY HEINY-COGSWELL 
Township Clerk                                   Supervisor 


