
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Meeting 

July 14, 2009 
 
 

Township Board work session was held at the Township Hall.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called 
the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were Township Attorney James Porter, Township Engineer Marc Elliott, Fire Chief 
Mark Barnes, Fire Dept. Lt. Chip Everett, Planning Director Jodi Stefforia, Senior Planner Mary 
Lynn Bugge, and 8 interested people. 
 

Police Activity  
Captain William Timmerman from the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department provided 
information on police activity in the Township for the month of June and the 2nd quarter. 
 

Fire Department – 25 Year Plan  
Fire Chief Barnes reviewed with the Board a 25 year capital spending plan for vehicles and 
equipment. 
 

Colony Farms Discussion 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell commented there had been reports in the media regarding Western 
Michigan University’s interest in expanding the BTR to the Colony Farm property at the northwest 
corner of Parkview Avenue and Drake Road.   
 
Richard Brewer, 2550 North 5th Street, commented the Township has very little protected land, the 
Colony Farm property was preserved by action of the State Legislature, and it would be in the 
Township’s best interest to remain so due to its historical and archeological importance and 
natural features.   
 
Mark Hoffman, 2124 Aberdeen, commented he understood legislation is being drafted to release 
the restrictions on the property. 
 
Attorney Porter advised he had been contacted by a trustee of WMU inquiring as to the tax 
structure of a BTR park on the property.   
 
Amy DeShawn, president of the Asylum Lake Association, commented she had spoken with Rep. 
Larry DeShazor and Sen. Tom George and recommended the Township Board do the same as 
well as speak with Rep. Robert Jones.   
 

Tobacco Free Facilities Resolution  
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented a resolution to provide that Township properties that house 
Township offices, fire stations, community buildings and historical structures will be tobacco and 
smoke free.  It was noted the policy would be effective November 26, 2009 to coincide with the 
recently adopted policy regarding tobacco use by employees. 
 
Trustee McCormick inquired if smoking would be allowed in the Township parks.  Attorney Porter 
restated the policy.     
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Everett to adopt the resolution to provide that Township 
properties that house Township offices, fire stations, community buildings and historical structures 
will be tobacco and smoke free effective November 26, 2009.  Roll call showed James Grace-yes, 
Culp-yes, Everett-yes, Borgfjord-yes, Bushouse-yes, McCormick-yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes. 

 
The Board work session adjourned at approximately 6:55 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 



 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were Township Attorney James Porter, Township Engineer Marc Elliot, Planning 
Director Jodi Stefforia, Senior Planner Mary Lynn Bugge, and 9 interested people.   
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by James Grace to approve the June 23rd regular meeting and July 
13th special meeting minutes. Carried.   
 
Income to the General and Fire Funds of $202,332.16 and disbursements of $76,900.98 were 
reported. Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to accept the receipts and disbursements 
report. Carried. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Stan Rakowski, 5171 West G Avenue, commented he had observed truck traffic from the gravel 
mine at G Avenue and 10th Street traveling east and west on G Avenue from approximately 7:45 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. some with double bottom trailers.  He also commented he observed two trucks 
that traveled north on 6th Street, one continuing north on 6th Street from D Avenue and the other 
turning east on D Avenue.    
 

COOLEY ESTATES CONDOMINIUM  
Senior Planner Bugge presented a request from Craig and Connie Cooley for Final Approval of a 
Preliminary Plan, Step 2 and Final Approval of a Final Plan, Step 3, for the Cooley Estates 
Residential Site Condominium (formerly called O’Park Residential Site Condominium) consisting 
of 4 single family sites on approximately 4 acres located on the southwest corner of Stadium Drive 
and O’Park Street; public water is available to serve all sites and public sewer is available to Unit 
4, subject to payment of the applicable utility fees at time of hook-up. She noted Step 1 approval 
was granted on August 14, 2007 with a one year extension granted on August 26, 2008.  She 
advised approval should be subject to condominium documents being recorded with the Register 
of Deeds and a recorded copy filed with the Township prior to issuing any building permits.   
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by Culp to grant Final Approval of a Preliminary Plan, Step 2 and 
Final Approval of a Final Plan, Step 3, for the Cooley Estates Condominium subject to 
condominium documents recorded with the Register of Deeds and a recorded copy filed with the 
Township prior to issuing any building permits.  Carried. 
 

AT&T PROPERTY DONATION – ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY 
Senior Planner Bugge presented a request for consideration of approval of an expenditure of 
approximately $8,100 to conduct an environmental assessment of the AT&T right of way property 
along Atlantic Avenue that has been offered as a donation to the Township.  She noted the Board 
had previously approved an expenditure of $3,000 for survey of and acquisition of the property, 
which had not been expended and also advised AT&T may have some of the environmental 
information needed.  Discussion included the property was formerly a railroad bed, a baseline 
measure of any contamination is needed to alleviate future liability, the Township could refuse the 
donation if it felt contamination levels were unacceptable, and the cost of the study could be 
considered when granting any future easements to the property. 
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by Culp to approve an expenditure of an additional $5,100 for Phase 
I & II environmental studies, not to proceed until any existing environmental information is 
received from AT&T.  Carried.   
 

KALAMZOO REGIONAL WATER/WASTEWATER COMMISSION DUES  
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented an invoice in the amount of $11,500 for dues to the 
Kalamazoo Regional Water/Wastewater Commission. Board members expressed concerns 
regarding the usefulness of the commission and what was being gained by paying dues. 
Attorney Porter commented the rate consultant hired to represent the Townships was a positive 
step and help in the negotiations of the water contract with the City of Kalamazoo.  He also 



commented he felt a contract will not be achieved without the commission.   
 
Clerk Everett commented she would support this request but would have to reconsider in the 
future; Trustee Bushouse concurred, Trustee James Grace commented he would like to see a 
financial statement for the commission.  
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to approve the expenditure in the amount of 
$11,500 for the Kalamazoo Regional Water/Wastewater Commission dues.  Carried.  

 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Trustee James Grace inquired if an ordinance concerning outdoor furnaces was being considered. 
 Attorney Porter advised a draft ordinance will be forthcoming in the near future.   
 
Trustee James Grace advised problems continue to exist in the Country Club Village 
neighborhood with the adjacent Copper Beech apartment complex with noise and trespassing.  
He commented he would like to see such future developments which adjoin single family 
neighborhoods be required to have a 400 foot buffer with berms, plantings and fencing.  Trustee 
Borgfjord inquired if security requirements were addressed in the site plan review of Copper 
Beech; Planning Director Stefforia advised the minutes reflect an on site security person would be 
in place.  Attorney Porter recommended a letter from the Supervisor be sent to the complex. 
 
In response to questions, Attorney Porter advised the Kalamazoo County Road Commission has 
filed with the Court of Appeals for an emergency leave regarding the recent decision by Judge 
Lipsey on the truck route ordinance issue.  He advised the Township will be responding and while 
could not give an exact time frame, would expect the Court of Appeals to respond promptly. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell reminded there will be no second meeting in July – next regular board 
meeting is August 11th. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell reminded everyone of the Benjamin Drake Birthday Party event of the 
Oshtemo Historical Society to be held on July 18th at the Drake House. 
 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
DEBORAH L. EVERETT   Attested:   LIBBY HEINY-COGSWELL 
Township Clerk                                   Supervisor 


