
 THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Meeting 

May 26, 2009 
 

The Oshtemo Township Board public comment session was held at the Township Hall.  Supervisor Heiny-
Cogswell called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present was Township Attorney James Porter, Township Engineer Marc Elliott, Planning Director Jodi 
Stefforia and 8 interested people.  
 
There was no public comment.  
 
Police Protection Contract Extension – Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell requested the Board consider extending 
the current police protection contract effective through June 30th to December 31st due to continued 
discussions with the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Everett to approve extension of the contract with language added 
regarding the grant being sought that could change the terms of the contract.  Carried.    
 
911 Dispatch Invoice – Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented a request from Kalamazoo County for payment 
of $8,043.21 for 911 dispatch services.  Trustee James Grace commented he felt the Board had made it clear 
when agreeing to make a previous contribution that it would not do so again.  Attorney Porter advised the 
County has an agreement with the State to provide 911 services for the fire department and are obligated 
under State statute to do so. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to deny any payment for dispatch service with a letter reiterating 
the Township’s position.  Carried. 
 
Fire Station Remote Access – A proposal for upgrading the Township’s computer system to support Virtual 
Desktop was before the Board.  Jon Gibson, consultant from Siegfried, Crandall, P.C. advised the system 
would address connectivity problems and improve capabilities at Township locations not physically connected 
to the server at the Township Office.    
 
Motion by Culp, second by James Grace to approve the expenditure in the amount of $20,227.00 with cost 
being split 50% each to the Township and Fire Department.  Carried. 
 
Employee Handbook – Non-Tobacco Use Policy – Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented a 
recommendation from the Personnel Committee regarding tobacco use by employees.  She advised the  
resolution includes a revision to Section 6.21 of the Employee Handbook to state that all Township officials 
and employees shall abstain from using tobacco products while on Township property, in Township vehicles, 
or in uniform or clothing identifying them as employees, a statement encouraging all employees who are 
eligible to take advantage of cessation programs and medical assistance available through Blue Cross Blue 
Shield and during the six month introductory period all employees would be eligible for $300.00 in 
reimbursable costs associated with the cessation program of their choice.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to adopt the resolution.  Clerk Everett advised that while she is 
in favor of the no tobacco use policy, she was opposed to the $300.00 reimbursement feeling it is a matter of 
personal responsibility and not prudent use of tax payer dollars.  Ensuing discussion included comments from 
the Personnel Committee that in their discussions the employee representative felt the reimbursement would 
be helpful for some employees; in the long run money can be saved by helping employees stop smoking.  
Treasurer Culp commented she agreed with Clerk Everett.  Trustee McCormick commented if the employees 
wanted the $300.00 reimbursement, they should have it.  Trustees James Grace and Bushouse commented 
they were not opposed to removing the $300.00 reimbursement from the recommendation.   
 



 
 
Kitty Gelling, 7060 Hawthorn Valley, commented she felt it was a matter of personal responsibility and she 
should not have to pay out of pocket expenses for someone else.   
 
Trustee James Grace amended his motion to remove the $300.00 reimbursement.  Trustee Borgfjord did not 
wish to second the amended motion.  Clerk Everett seconded the motion.  Roll call showed James Grace-yes, 
Borgfjord-yes, Culp-yes, Everett-yes, Bushouse-yes, McCormick-no, Heiny-Cogswell-yes.   
 
Michigan Townships Association Dues – Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented an invoice for MTA dues in 
the amount of $5,940.24 for the Board’s consideration.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Culp to approve payment of the dues as presented.  Carried. 
 
Board Member Comments – Trustee James Grace inquired regarding items on Attorney Porter’s monthly 
report regarding the Public Media Network and asked Trustee McCormick for an update on the effect of 
Charter Communications filing bankruptcy.  Trustee McCormick advised PMN is working on their website and 
making all their programming available for downloading.  Attorney Porter advised it appears Charter 
Communication will continue to pay their franchise fees and the first quarter fees have been received. 
 
Trustee James Grace thanked Chip Everett for recording the joint meeting for him but advised there is still a 
problem with the audio system. 
 
The work session was adjourned at approximately 6:50 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present was Township Attorney James Porter, Township Engineer Marc Elliott, Planning Director Jodi 
Stefforia, and approximately 30 interested people.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to approve the May 12th regular and May 19th joint meeting 
minutes.  Carried. 
 
Income to the General and Fire Funds of $40,628.99 and disbursements of $102,750.96 were reported.  
Motion by Borgfjord, second by James Grace to accept the receipts and disbursements report.  Carried. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 
Al Geresy, 10491 West L Avenue, inquired what the cost of the repair work done to the sun screens around 
the Township Hall cost.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised it was covered under warranty at no cost to the 
Township.  Mr. Geresy also inquired as to the status of an invoice the Township had paid regarding a utility 
problem with a sewer project that should have been covered by Consumers Energy. Attorney Porter advised a 
letter had been sent to Consumers but no reply received as of this date.  
 

RESOLUTION – JEREMY SEARLES  
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised a policy had been recently adopted to recognize employees for 
educational achievements and the Board presented a resolution recognizing Firefighter Jeremy Searles for 
receiving his Bachelor of Science degree from Lake Superior State University. 
 

WIND ENERGY ORDINANCE – SECOND READING 
A proposed wind energy ordinance was before the Board for Second Reading.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Everett to adopt the Wind Energy Ordinance.  Carried. 
  

 



 
 

VARIOUS TEXT AMENDMENTS – FIRST READING 
Planning Director Stefforia presented a recommendation from the Planning Commission to adopt eight 
proposed zoning ordinance text amendments.  She advised the first is new language to allow use of existing 
buildings formerly utilized in the daily operation of a farm on or before March 12, 2003, when the Rural 
Residential zoning district was established, on a parcel that is no longer operated as a functioning farm, as 
defined in the Michigan Right to Farm Act, for a landscaping contractor business or large-item storage subject 
to a finding by the Building Official that said building is suitable for the proposed use, no outdoor storage or 
equipment of items such as snow plows, lawn mowers, trailers or boats may occur unless approved during the 
special exception use and site plan review process.  New language is also proposed to allow older apartment 
developments to rebuild in the event of a fire and/or encourage rehabilitation.  She advised the other 
amendments would move reference to minimum separation requirement between multi-family buildings from 
Section 66 to Section 24, move reference to minimum separation requirement between residential buildings of 
four units or less from Section 66 to Section 64, modify Section 66.200 to eliminate the 4:1 depth to width 
limitation on parcels greater than 10 acres and eliminate the 40 foot separation required between commercial 
buildings on the same property allowing the Building Code to address the issue, amend Section 76 to allow 
real estate signs up to 24 square feet for nonresidential uses in the residential zones, and modify Section 78 to 
clarify existing provisions for building mounted lights.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Culp to accept the text amendments for First Reading and set Second 
Reading for June 9th.  Carried.  
 

OSHTEMO BUSINESS PARK – LOT DIVISION 
Planning Director Stefforia presented a request from Larry Hollenbeck for approval to split Unit 5, 6230 
Technology Avenue, of the Oshtemo Business Park condominium development.  She advised the property is 
zoned I-R, the resulting property will be in compliance with dimensional requirements, each site has direct 
access to a public or private roadway, each lot has frontage on a public street, public utilities, water and sewer, 
and conforms to requirements of the Land Division Act.  She advised approval should be subject to the master 
deed executed by all required owners, reviewed and approved by the Township Attorney and recorded with 
the County Register of Deeds and filed with the Township before issuance of any building permits. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Everett to approve the unit split subject to the master deed executed by all 
required owners, reviewed and approved by the Township Attorney and recorded with the County Register of 
Deeds and filed with the Township before issuance of any building permits.  Carried. 
 

RENTAL HOUSING ORDINANCE – FIRST READING 
A proposed Rental Housing Ordinance was before the Board for First Reading.  Attorney Porter advised items 
from the previous discussions had been clarified; 10% of the units in a development will be inspected, 
certification can be granted for up to 3 years if violations are not found, and definition of family has been 
removed. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Culp to accept the Rental Housing Ordinance for First Reading and set 
Second Reading for June 9th.  Carried. 
 

2009 ROAD PROJECTS 
Trustee James Grace advised the Road Committee recommendations for 2009 projects were for work on 8th 
Street, Quail Run, Partridge Lane, Atlantic Avenue, Chime Street, Oak Highlands Drive, and Cross Country 
Drive.  He also advised the Township has been asked to participate in the installation of two traffic signals.   
 
2009 KCRC PAR Funds          $123,404  Total 2009 Road Projects $265,045 
2009 Township Road Budget  $200,000  Traffic Signals                     $60,000 
                      Total Budget      $323,404  Total 2009 Projects           $325,045 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to authorize up to $275,000 for 2009 road projects.  Carried. 
 
Justine Hertzell, 2484 Isle Harbor Court, inquired who is responsible for the maintenance of Drake Road from 
H Avenue to West Main, noting there are many potholes.  It was noted the Kalamazoo County Road 
Commission is responsible for the portion from H Avenue to Grand Prairie Avenue, the City of Kalamazoo is 
responsible for the portion from Grand Prairie Avenue to West Main. 
 

 
 



 
 

CLEANING SERVICES CONTRACT 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised a renewal of the cleaning services contract will be brought to the Board at 
the June 9th meeting. 
 

LASALLE STORM WATER DRAINAGE DISTRICT 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised discussion has been ongoing with the Kalamazoo County Drain 
Commissioner regarding the LaSalle stormwater district and more information should be available for the June 
9th meeting. 

TRUCK ROUTE ORDINANCE 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised the Kalamazoo County Road Commission acted at their meeting on May 
21st to strike down the Township’s Truck Route Ordinance ruling in favor of Alamo and Kalamazoo Townships 
objections, however, did not act on Oshtemo Township’s objection which is scheduled for their June 9th 
meeting.  She commented there were 162 people at the meeting with the majority of them being Oshtemo 
residents, many who spoke very eloquently and while disappointed with the decision, she has received 
numerous calls and e-mails encouraging the Board to pursue the right to have an ordinance. 
 
Kitty Gelling, 7060 Hawthorn Valley, questioned how two of the commissioners could vote on the matter when 
they conduct business with Aggregate Industries. 
 
Jim Sterenberg, 4110 Oak Harbor, commented the process was disappointing, he felt the decision was made 
before the meeting took place, and while the Board and previous Board have devoted over two years of time, 
financial and legal resources, he hopes the Board will have a new resolve to continue. 
 
Stan Rakowski, 7151 West G Avenue, thanked the Board for their stand and wondered if the KCRC realize 
their decision affects the entire state and it usurps local authority and he would expect it could be challenged in 
court. 
 
Kathleen Garland-Rike, 6180 Ashwood Court, commented the decision by the KCRC can affect other areas of 
the Township and it is important for all residents to understand the larger impact. 
 
Joe Gemmill, 3300 North 10th Street, commented Aggregate Industries end run approaches are disturbing.  He 
also commented that he found it interesting that Consumers Energy began work on running three phase 
electric to the gravel pit site two business days after the KCRC meeting noting that one KCRC commissioner is 
employed by Consumers Energy.  He felt the Board has the support to go forward. 
 
Doug Postma, 6281 Saybrook, thanked the Board for their support and asked if anyone had contacted the 
representative who introduced the legislation that caused the KCRC to be involved.  Board members who 
traveled to Lansing felt the decision had already been made before their input. 
 
Dick Hertzell, 2484 Isle Harbor Court, thanked the Board for their efforts, commented he is willing to help 
continue the cause but if he had known all of this was coming, would not have built their new home in the 
Township. 
 
Laura Anderson, 1399 Cadet Lane, inquired how the matter can be heard by an objective body not connected 
to gravel or the companies involved.  She urged the Board to keep going. 
 
Trustee James Grace commented the Supervisor has been forwarding e-mails received to the rest of the 
Board.  He further commented former Trustees Stan Rakowski and Neil Sikora are to be commended for their 
previous two year investment in the issue. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised the Board would be adjourning to closed session to consider a legal 
opinion from the Township Attorney.   
 
Motion by Heiny-Cogswell, second by James Grace to adjourn to closed session.  Carried. 
 
The Board adjourned to closed session at approximately 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Motion by Heiny-Cogswell, second by James Grace to return to open session at approximately 8:30 p.m.  
Carried. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Culp to authorize the Township Attorney to proceed with legal action as 
discussed in closed session and establish an exploratory committee to investigate incorporating as a city.  
Carried. 
 
In response to audience questions, Attorney Porter advised the Township will be pursuing an injunction for 
prohibiting truck traffic.   
 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
DEBORAH L. EVERETT                                Attested:  LIBBY HEINY-COSGWELL 
Township Clerk                  Supervisor             


