
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Meeting 

May 12, 2009 
 
 

Township Board work session was held at the Township Hall.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called 
the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were James Porter, Township Attorney Marc Elliott, Township Engineer, and 3 
interested people. 
 

Public Comment 
Capt. William Timmerman from the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department presented 
information to the Board regarding their activity for the month of April. 
 

Committee Reports 
Road Committee – Trustee James Grace reported the committee is finalizing their list of 
recommendations for 2009 road projects. 
 
Park Committee – Trustee Borgfjord reported she, Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell and Planning 
Director Jodi Stefforia have reviewed the Request for Proposal process to move the five year 
master park plan forward and will be providing the Board with a draft.  She also reported donated 
wildflower seeds will be planted at the Township Hall. 
 
Personnel Committee – Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell reported the smoking policy the committee 
has been working on will be coming to the Board for the May 26th meeting. 
 
Open Burning Sub Committee – Trustee Borgfjord reported she has spoken with Fire Chief Mark 
Barnes and the committee will be meeting soon. 
 

Regional Reports 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell reported she will be meeting with John Start of KATS and Kalamazoo 
Township Trustee Ron Reid for discussion regarding the study the Township has agreed to 
participate in for a 131 business loop. 
 

Board Member Comments 
Clerk Everett advised voter turnout for the May 5th election was just under 16% township wide with 
the highest in Precinct 3 at just over 25% and the lowest in Precinct 5 with 7%. 
 
The Board work session adjourned at approximately 6:20 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were James Porter, Township Attorney, Marc Elliot, Township Engineer, and 14 
interested people.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to approve the April 28th regular meeting minutes. 
Carried.   
 
Income to the General and Fire Funds of $16,439.67 and disbursements of $242,404.42 were 
reported. Motion by Borgfjord, second by James Grace to accept the receipts and disbursements 
report. Carried. 
 



 
CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

Stan Rakowski, 7151 West G Avenue, commented the intersection of Drake Road and West Main 
is very dark and inquired if there were plans to install street lights.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell 
advised she had received communication from MDOT that they will be reinstalling the street lights 
which were removed for the reconstruction project last year.  Mr. Rakowski also inquired if the 
Township had been asked to participate in the cost of the new traffic signal on Drake Road at 
Arboretum Way.  He was advised we had not.  Mr. Rakowski also commented the Township might 
want to consider street lights for the Stadium Drive/9th Street intersection. 
 

WIND ENERGY ORDINANCE – FIRST READING 
A proposed wind energy ordinance was before the Board for First Reading.  Trustee Grace 
reviewed information he obtained from James DeHaven at KVCC.  He commented the ordinance 
would be a living document that will have to keep up with technology.  
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Culp to accept the Wind Energy Ordinance for First Reading 
and set Second Reading for May 26th.  Carried.  
 

RENTAL HOUSING ORDINANCE  
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented a draft ordinance for rental housing inspection of multi-
family units as discussed at the April 28th Township Board meeting after seeing examples of many 
maintenance issues with decks and balconies. 
 
Tim Beurmann, representing Edward Rose & Sons, inquired if there would be any consideration to 
grant certifications for longer than 2 years to those with good maintenance records, were building 
code standards not in place at the time of construction going to be imposed, and what percentage 
of buildings would be inspected.  He was advised the time frame could be discussed, only State 
mandated upgrades regarding the Building Code would be required, and the percentage to be 
inspected had not yet been determined.   
 
Trustee McCormick commented he felt the proposed ordinance discriminated against students 
and poor people since many people live in groups to make ends meet.  Attorney Porter advised 
the language is not discriminatory and is supported by case law and the Township’s definition of 
family has been in place since 2002. 
 
Other Board member comments favored looking at extending the certification process past 2 
years, removing the language regarding definition of family since it is already in the Zoning 
Ordinance and this ordinance is intended to address maintenance, and more information was 
needed from the Building Department regarding how much time the inspections would take to 
determine what percentage should be inspected. 
 
Consensus was to obtain the needed information and set First Reading for May 26th.  Carried. 
 

OTHER TOWNSHIP BUSINESS 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell reminded the Board of the joint meeting with the Planning Commission 
and ZBA on Tuesday, May 19th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Ms. Heiny-Cogswell also reminded all present of the public meeting to be held at the Kalamazoo 
County Road Commission on May 21st at 7:00 p.m. regarding the truck route ordinance 
objections. 
 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
Trustee Borgfjord commented another new alternative energy source being developed by Dow 
Corning is solar roof shingles. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised a letter was received from Assistant Fire Chief Jim Wiley 
thanking the Board for the opportunity to attend the recent FDIC training. 
 
Trustee Bushouse commented he would be interested in the Building Department’s analysis of the 
time it will take to do the apartment inspections; he felt it should not be a large time commitment.   
 
Trustee McCormick commented he had looked at some of the deck repairs at Nottingham 
Apartments and the Township should keep their eye on the complexes. 
 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 



DEBORAH L. EVERETT   Attested:   LIBBY HEINY-COGSWELL 
Township Clerk                                   Supervisor 


