
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Meeting 

May 11, 2010 
 
 

Township Board work session was held at the Township Hall.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the 
meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were Township Attorney James Porter, Township Engineer Marc Elliott, Fire Chief Mark 
Barnes and 13 interested people. 
 

LIFE EMS – Emergency Medical Dispatch Protocols  
Dr. William Fales, EMS Medical Director for Kalamazoo County and Tony Sorensen, Vice President of 
Resource Performance of Life EMS provided information and a detailed presentation on the protocols 
used for dispatching emergency medical services. 
   

8th Street Bridge Rehabilitation Project 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised a request had been received from the Kalamazoo County Road 
Commission for a resolution of support for their application for funding to rehabilitate the 8th Street 
bridge.  It was noted that while the local cost is 5% of the project, the resolution supports the efforts 
but does not commit the Township to the project; funding available at the time of the project would be 
considered. 
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by Everett to adopt a resolution of support regarding the Kalamazoo 
County Road Commission’s application for Local Bridge Program Funds to rehabilitate the 8th Street 
bridge.  Roll call showed Roll call showed McCormick-yes, Bushouse-yes, Everett-yes, Culp-yes, 
Borgfjord-yes, James Grace-yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes.   

 
Oshtemo Sunburst 5K Run Agreement 

A contract with Classic Race Management to manage the Oshtemo Sunburst 5K to be held on August 
21st was before the Board.   
 
Trustee Bushouse commented a professional disc golf tournament was held without Township 
involvement and he has concern the right precedent is not being set.   
 
Motion by Everett, second by Culp to authorize the Supervisor to sign the agreement with Classic 
Race Management.  Carried with Bushouse voting no. 
 

Friends of the Parks Incorporation & Bylaws 
As discussed at the April 13th work session, Attorney Porter presented revised articles of incorporation 
and bylaws for the formation of the Friends of the Parks group.  Further discussion resulted in a 
change to the number of directors to not less than 5 nor more than 7 with one director being a member 
of the Township Board; noting this is meant to be a citizen driven effort. 
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by Culp to approve the articles of incorporation and bylaws as revised.  
Carried. 
 

Other Business 
Appointment of Temporary Ordinance Enforcement Officer 

Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised Ordinance Enforcement Officer Scott Paddock is taking Personal 
Time Off (PTO) until mid-June, therefore, she is recommending temporary appointment of Jerry 
Reitenour as Ordinance Enforcement Officer and Tracy Fricke as Deputy Ordinance Enforcement 
Officer. 
 
Motion by Everett, second by Culp to approve the temporary appointments as recommended.  
Carried. 
 

Board Member Comments 
Treasurer Culp advised she has heard from two banks regarding the financing for the H Avenue sewer 
project; interest rates being offered are between 4.65 and 4.85 percent.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell 
noted bids for the project are due on May 25th and an informational meeting for the public will be 
scheduled sometime in early June. 



 
 
 
The Board work session adjourned at approximately 6:45 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were Township Attorney James Porter, Township Engineer Marc Elliot, and 8 interested 
people.     
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by Culp, to approve the April 27th regular meeting and May 10th special 
meeting minutes.  Carried.   
 
Income to the General and Fire Funds of $42,756.33 and disbursements of $142,659.76 were 
reported. Motion by Culp, second by Borgfjord, to accept the receipts and disbursements report. 
Carried. 

 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
None. 
 

PROPERTY ACQUISITION – ATLANTIC AVENUE AT&T RIGHT OF WAY 
Attorney Porter advised documents had been received to complete the acquisition of the AT&T right of 
way property along Atlantic Avenue that has been offered as a donation to the Township subject to the 
Township granting an easement to AT&T over the southeasterly 16.5 feet of property.  He noted 
Senior Planner Bugge has been working on this effort for over two years and should be commended 
for her efforts.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to authorize the Supervisor to sign the quit claim deed 
and easement agreement.  Carried.   

 
UNIT SPLIT – PINE ACRES SITE CONDOMINIUM 

A request was before the Board for approval of a site condominium unit split and combination in the 
Pine Acres site condominium development to allow the combination of the west approximately 60 feet 
of Unit 5 with Unit 4 and the combination of the remaining east approximate 40 feet of Unit 5 with Unit 
6, with the open space between units 5 and 6 shifted 35 feet to the west.  It was noted the units would 
comply with dimensional requirements, each lot has frontage on a public or private street, access to 
public utilities and water, and conform to requirements of the Land Division Act and Township 
Ordinances. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Culp to approve the lot split and combination subject to the 
applicant providing an amendment to the Master Deed addressing the revisions to the units and the 
moving of the open space as described for Township review and approval and the split and 
combination shall be evidenced by a recorded deed for each redescribed unit.  Carried. 

 
WEST MAIN SIDEWALK IN FILL PROJECT – SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

A resolution of intent to establish a special assessment district to complete sidewalks on West Main 
from US-131 to Drake Road and along the east side of Maple Hill Drive from West Main to first 
driveway was before the Board.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised all affected property owners 
were invited to an informational meeting on May 10th; 4 citizens attended.   
 
Motion by Everett, second by Culp to accept the estimates and description of the project.  Carried. 
 
Motion by Culp, second by Borgfjord to adopt a resolution of intent and set a public hearing for May 
25th at 7:00 p.m.  Roll call showed James Grace-yes, Borgfjord-yes, Culp-yes, Everett-yes, Bushouse-
yes, McCormick-yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes. 
 

 



 
 
 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
Trustee Grace advised the information regarding actual costs related to the police protection 
agreement with Kalamazoo County has been delayed; in moving toward the end of the contract a date 
specific is needed from them as to when this information will be available.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell 
advised she has been in contact with the Sheriff. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
CLOSED SESSION 

Motion by Culp, second by James Grace to adjourn to closed session to discuss pending litigation 
because doing so in open session could negatively impact the Township’s position. Roll call vote 
showed McCormick-yes, Bushouse-yes, Everett-yes, Culp-yes, Borgfjord-yes, James Grace-yes, 
Heiny-Cogswell-yes.  
 
The Board adjourned to closed session at approximately 7:15 p.m. 
  
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to return to open session at approximately 7:35 p.m. 
Carried.  
 
Motion by Everett, second by Borgfjord to authorize the Township Attorney to proceed as discussed in 
closed session. Carried.  
 

 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:35 p.m. 
 

 
 
DEBORAH L. EVERETT   Attested:   LIBBY HEINY-COGSWELL 
Township Clerk                                   Supervisor 


