
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Meeting 

April 14, 2009 
 
 

Township Board work session was held at the Township Hall.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called 
the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were James Porter, Township Attorney Marc Elliott, Township Engineer, Planning 
Director Jodi Stefforia, and 4 interested people. 
 
Insurance Renewal Review – Agent Geoff Lansky provided a review of the renewal for the 
Township’s property, liability, and vehicle insurance. 
 
Police Contract Update – Trustee Grace advised the Police Committee held meetings with 
officials from the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department and Texas Township.  He also advised 
the committee recommends the addition of two deputies and also looked at scheduling to provide 
more hours of coverage.  He further advised Kalamazoo County will be applying for a grant 
through the Federal stimulus plan for funding and would come back to the Board with further 
recommendations depending on the outcome.   
 
Flesher Field Concession Stand – Trustee Borgfjord advised she had contacted several 
restaurants regarding the use of the concession stand at Flesher Field and had a positive 
response from Cool Beans.  A draft contract was presented for the Board’s consideration.  Trustee 
Grace expressed concern that the contract had not been reviewed by the Park Committee and 
Trustee Bushouse expressed concern that only one vendor was being considered.  It was noted 
that the opportunity to use the concession stand had been advertised in the Township newsletter 
several times with no interest.   
 
Motion by Heiny-Cogswell, second by Everett to approve the contract with Cool Beans subject to 
review and approval by the Park Committee.  Carried. 
 
Building Maintenance – Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised while performing electrical work in 
the former Township office area, a problem was detected with faulty wiring.  She requested the 
Board approve making the necessary repairs which would include removal of old electrical wiring, 
computer wiring and abandoned telephone lines.  She noted this is a safety concern since there 
was evidence some of the wiring had burned. 
 
Motion by Culp, second by James Grace to authorize an expenditure up to $6,000 for the 
necessary repairs as discussed.  Carried. 
 
The Board work session adjourned at approximately 6:55 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the regular meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were James Porter, Township Attorney, Marc Elliot, Township Engineer, Planning 
Director Jodi Stefforia, and 6 interested people.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to approve the March 24th regular meeting minutes. 
Carried.   



 
Income to the General and Fire Funds of $2,955,329.06 and disbursements of $343,201.97 were 
reported. Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to accept the receipts and disbursements 
report. Carried. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Justine Hertzell, 2484 Isle Harbor, thanked Board members who participated in the recent 
Community Soup Supper and inquired how much money had been raised for Loaves & Fishes.  
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised the event raised $410.00 and commented it is anticipated the 
event would be hosted again next year 
 

FINAL APPROVAL OF A SITE CONDIMINIUM PROJECT – KAL HAVEN TRAILS 
Planning Director Stefforia presented a request for Final Approval of the Kal Haven Trails Site 
Condominium project, formerly called Patterson Site Condominium, consisting of three single 
family sites on approximately 3.05 acres located on the north side of West H Avenue between 
Drake Road and US 131. She advised that in lieu of combining the 6.6 acre residual of the original 
10 acre parcel with adjacent property owned by the applicants, as stated in the Planning 
Commission approval, it will remain as a landlocked parcel subject to the execution and recording 
of an Acknowledgement of Land Division Zoning Restriction that recognizes the property is 
unbuildable until road frontage is established; Ms. Stefforia advised this document has been 
received.  She further advised Units 1 and 2 satisfy the dimensional requirements of the ordinance 
for sites served by public water and sewer, Unit 3 has an existing house and will continue to use 
the existing well and septic system and meets the dimensional requirements, a 66 foot access 
easement to the remainder of the property is provided along the eastern line of Unit 3, the Master 
Deed includes language stating the condominium agrees to be part of an assessment district for 
establishment of a bike path along H Avenue should the Township institute one in the future, 
stormwater from each site will flow to the low lying area on the northwest corner of Unit 3, Units 1 
and 2 will share access to H Avenue and Unit 3 will continue to access H Avenue via the existing 
driveway with no new roads proposed.  Ms. Stefforia recommended approval subject to the 
Township receiving a copy of the final plan on Mylar.   
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by James Grace to grant Final Approval of the Kal Haven Trails Site 
Condominium project subject to a copy of the final plan on Mylar being submitted to the Township. 
Carried.   
 

131 BUSINESS LOOP STUDY 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised there have been ongoing discussions and small group 
meetings regarding the 131 Business Loop/131 Interchange which have included representatives 
from KATS, Kalamazoo Township, the Chamber of Commerce, MDOT and the Nature Center.  
She further advised Kalamazoo Township Trustee Ron Reid has spearheaded the effort, and 
investigations concluded that to date nothing has been drawn on paper; therefore, proposals were 
sought from two engineering consultants to conduct basic studies of interchange layouts to assist 
further discussions.  She advised the Township is being asked to contribute $5,000 to share the 
cost of the preliminary studies with Kalamazoo Township.  She also noted federal money 
earmarked several years ago for detailed study of the project are still available but would require a 
local match of $375,000. 
 
Consensus was to participate in the preliminary study and to send a letter of invitation to units that 
would benefit from the project; the cities of Kalamazoo and Parchment and the Chamber of 
Commerce.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to approve an expenditure in the amount of $5,000 
to participate in a preliminary engineering analysis and/or study as part of the mediation process. 
Carried.  
 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
Trustee Grace advised future monthly reports from the Fire Chief will be a more condensed 
version for Board members. 
 
Trustee Grace asked Trustee McCormick, Board representative to the Kalamazoo Area Transit 
Authority for a report.  Mr. McCormick advised they cannot spend public money to campaign for 
the millage issue.   
 
 



Trustee Grace asked Trustee McCormick, Board representative to Public Media Network, for a 
report.  Mr. McCormick advised the issues with AT&T have not been resolved. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised a report of 2008 activity for the Planning Commission and 
ZBA had been provided to the Board.  Planning Director Stefforia advised 476 responses have 
been received for the community opinion survey which will provide a 95% confidence rating in the 
results. 
 
Trustee Borgfjord advised there will be a Red Cross Blood Drive at the Township Hall on Friday, 
April 17th.  
 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
DEBORAH L. EVERETT   Attested:   LIBBY HEINY-COGSWELL 
Township Clerk                      Supervisor 
 


