
 THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Meeting 

February 27, 2007 
 

The Oshtemo Township Board public comment session was held at the Township Hall.  Supervisor John 
VanDyke called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor John VanDyke 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Stan Rakowski 
Trustee Neil Sikora 
 
Also present was James Porter, Township Attorney, Marc Elliott, Township Engineer, Planning Director Jodi 
Stefforia, and 18 interested people. 
 
The Board reviewed a proposed Truck Route map as prepared by the Planning Department.   
 
The public comment session was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Supervisor VanDyke called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Also present was James Porter, Township Attorney, Marc Elliott, Township Engineer, Senior Planner Mary 
Lynn Bugge, and approximately 30 interested people.   
 
Motion by Grace, second by Rakowski to approve the February 13th regular meeting minutes.  Carried. 
 
Income to the General and Fire Funds of $20,095.05 and disbursements of $217,118.18 were reported.  
Motion by Grace, second by Sikora to accept the receipts and disbursements report.  Carried. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 
Brian Leonard, 6377 West G Avenue, representing C-COATS, Concerned Citizens of Oshtemo and Alamo 
Townships, commented they are a group of concerned citizens before the Board to state their opposition to the 
proposed gravel mine operation in Alamo Township at West G Avenue and North 10th Street.  He outlined their 
concerns including negative impact on property values, safety and traffic hazards, and destruction of public 
infrastructure.   

OLD SAVANNAH – SITE CONDOMINIUM 
A recommendation from the Planning Commission for approval of the proposed site condominium of Old 
Savannah, containing 49 single family sites on 27 acres, to be located on West H Avenue adjacent west to the 
current Savannah development was before the Board. 
 
Senior Planner Bugge advised the development would be served with public water and sewer, all sites meet 
dimensional requirements, provisions for sidewalks and street lights are indicated on the plan and all streets 
will be public.  She further advised stormwater basins would be private, owned and maintained by the 
condominium association; some stormwater will flow to an existing basin in the adjacent Savannah 
development with appropriate easement documents required.  Ms. Bugge also advised the recommendation 
includes approval of the proposal cul-de-sacs. 
 
Motion by Grace, second by Everett to grant Tentative Approval of a Preliminary Plan to Old Savannah 
including endorsement of the proposed cul-de-sacs.  Carried. 
 

VARIANCE REQEUSTS – CHERRY RIDGE PUD 
Trustee Grace commented he felt this item should have been noticed to adjacent property owners since it is a 
variance. 
 
Motion by Grace, second by Sikora to table the item to the March 13th meeting.  Carried. 
 



WEST PORT SEWER PROJECT 
A recommendation from the Sewer/Water Committee to award the bid for the West Port sewer project was 
before the Board.  Engineer Elliott advised after reviewing the bids their recommendation is for Balkema 
Excavating, Inc. in the amount of $296,065.  
 
Trustee Bushouse commented this is a Township initiated project, does not require mandatory connection, 
and he feels the groundwater should be protected.  In response to questions, it was noted if a current septic 
system fails, the Kalamazoo County Health Department would require connection if public sewer is available. 
 
In response to questions, Mr. Elliott advised the special needs access was provided for in the bid, the time line 
is expected to be 4-5 weeks beginning in early spring and property owners affected will be advised of the pre-
construction meeting date.   
 
Motion by Bushouse, second by Sikora to accept the bid from Balkema Excavating, Inc. in the amount of 
$296,065 for the West Port sewer project.  Carried. 

 
EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK UPDATE 

Recommendations from the Personnel Committee for updates to the employee handbook were before the 
Board for consideration.  Trustees Grace and Sikora advised they had several questions and suggested the 
item be tabled for discussion at a Board work session. 
 
Motion by Grace, second by Sikora to table the discussion of the employee handbook to future Board work 
session.  Carried. 

TRUSTEE PAY 
A recommendation from the Personnel Committee for increasing the annual salary for trustees was before the 
Board.  It was noted the salary had not been increased for at least the last 10 years of records available.  This 
item was tabled from the February 27th agenda for full board consideration. 
 
Motion by Everett, second by Rakowski to increase the trustee annual salary from $1800 to $2400 effective 
March 1, 2007.  Carried with Bushouse voting no. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

DISCUSSION – PROPOSED GRAVEL MINE OPERATION 
Discussion was held regarding the proposed gravel mining operation at West G Avenue and North 10th Street.   
 
Board member comments included concerns of impact on Oshtemo residents including traffic and safety.  It 
was noted the Township’s request for a study from the W.E. Upjohn Institute was declined as they feel the 
study recently conducted for Richland Township would provide the requested information. 
 
Brian Leonard inquired how their citizens group might work with the Township.   Trustee Sikora commented 
citizens should stay involved, informed, attend any meetings if possible. 
 
Justine Hertzell, 2484 Isle Harbor Court, commented she appreciated Attorney Porter attending the Alamo 
meetings and his comments to their boards. 
 
Andy Bauman, 5099 North 7th Street, inquired if the Board has taken a formal position, consensus among the 
Board was opposition of locating the operation at the proposed location.  Mr. Bauman felt this should be 
conveyed to Alamo Township in writing. 
 
Joe Gemmill, 3300 North 10th Street, commented the proposed operation does not meet the zoning and 
Master Land Use Plan criteria of Alamo Township, the land is zoned and master planned for residential, 
however, he has information that three potential developers were rebuffed when approaching Alamo 
Township. 
 
Trustee Bushouse suggested the Supervisor extend an invitation to the Alamo board to meet with the Board 
and discuss the issues in common. 
 
 
 
 



BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
Trustee Grace advised information would be available from the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department to 
produce incident maps and inquired if the information should be forwarded directly to Lt. Chip Everett.  
Consensus was it should. 
 
Trustee Rakowski provided an update on Fire Chief Ken Howe’s condition. 
 
Treasurer Culp thanked the board and staff for their good wishes during her recent recuperation. 
 
 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
DEBORAH L. EVERETT                              Attested:  John VanDyke 
Township Clerk           Supervisor     

           


