
 THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Meeting 

February 24, 2009 
 

The Oshtemo Township Board public comment session was held at the Township Hall.  Supervisor Heiny-
Cogswell called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present was Township Attorney James Porter, Township Engineer Marc Elliott, Planning Director Jodi 
Stefforia, and 3 interested people.   
 
Public Comment – Stan Rakowski, 7151 West G Avenue, commented he felt it was not appropriate for 
Trustee McCormick to be wearing a campaign t-shirt as the Township Board meeting should not be used for a 
political agenda. 
 
Attorney Porter advised in response to his research to answer a question raised at the joint boards meeting 
regarding establishing a dress code, he would not recommend the Board adopt an official dress code for 
public officials as it could be seen as a First Amendment issue. 
 
Pat Crowley, Kalamazoo County Drain Commissioner was present to introduce herself to the Board and 
commented she looked forward to working with the Township. 
 
West Main Area Sidewalks – Planning Director Stefforia presented information for completing sidewalks on 
West Main between US 131 and Drake Road, Drake Road from West Main to Croyden, Croyden from Drake 
to Maple Hill Drive and Maple Hill Drive to West Main.  Concerns included establishing a special assessment 
district in light of the current economic conditions.  It was noted  work is planned for Drake Road in 2010 and it 
would be more cost effective to add sidewalks during the planned roadwork.  Seeking funding through grants 
or the federal stimulus program was also discussed.  Consensus was to explore these options. 
 
Fire Department Capital Outlay Request – Fire Commissioner Grace advised Fire Chief Mark Barnes was 
seeking approval to expend up to $139,000 in the capital outlay budget for replacement of fire fighter gear, 
uniforms, and physicals.  He reviewed information provided for number of calls run, present and future staffing 
needs, equipment needed and noted items would be purchased as needed. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Culp to approve the expenditure as requested.  Carried. 
 
LaSalle Retention Pond – Discussion was held regarding finalizing the solution to the problems with the 
LaSalle Plat retention pond.  It was noted the previous Township Board, former Drain Commissioner Pat 
Krause, Engineer Elliott and Attorney Porter had worked to acquire an easement for use of property on the 
east side of 8th Street.  Drain Commissioner Crowley advised she needed more time to review the information.  
Consensus was Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell, Engineer Marc Elliott, Attorney Porter and Commissioner Crowley 
would meet and work toward holding an informational meeting for the affected property owners. 
 
The public comment session was adjourned at approximately 6:50 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 



 
 
 
 
Also present was Township Attorney James Porter, Township Engineer Marc Elliott, Planning Director Jodi 
Stefforia, and 7 interested people.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to approve the February 10th regular meeting and February 17th 
joint meeting minutes.  Carried. 
 
Income to the General and Fire Funds of $25,333.19 and disbursements of $209,218.20 were reported.  
Motion by Borgfjord, second by James Grace to accept the receipts and disbursements report.  Carried. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 
Stan Rakowski, 7151 West G Avenue, commented the public should be informed there are hearing devices 
available if needed.  Trustee Bushouse commented speakers need to use the microphones. 
 

DECLASSIFICATION OF 10TH STREET  
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented a recommendation from the Road Committee to ask the Kalamazoo 
Area Transportation Study (KATS) to have North 10th Street declassified from “collector” status to “local” 
status, based on the National Functional Classification system.  She advised the City of Parchment is seeking 
to classify .91 miles of roadway in the proposed River Reach development as “urban collector” and in order for 
them to eligible for federal dollars, at least an equivalent number of miles must be removed from that 
classification elsewhere in the system.  She further commented that Oshtemo seeks to promote regional 
cooperation and the River Reach development is an important piece needed as further justification for 
expansion of the Business Loop/131 interchange, therefore, by requesting this status change to one of our 
roads, we seek to assist in its development.  She advised she would submit the request to KATS Policy 
Committee meeting on February 25th. 
 
Motion by Heiny-Cogswell, second by James Grace to approve the recommendation.  Carried.   

 
MILITARY DUTY RECOGNITION POLICY 

Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented a recommendation from the Personnel Committee to adopt a policy 
recognizing personnel deployed to active military duty for periods greater than six months with a resolution of 
recognition at their departure and a reception held upon their return. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Everett to adopt the policy as recommended.  Carried. 

 
FIRE DEPT REQUEST TO APPLY FOR GRANTS 

Fire Commissioner Grace presented a request from Fire Chief Barnes to apply for two Federal grants; one for 
a replacement vehicle for the snorkel aerial truck which is now 27 years old and one for equipment 
replacement.  Both grants would require a 10% match by the Township.   
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Culp to approve the 10% match commitment for the Federal grants as 
requested.  Carried.   
 

FIRE DEPT REQUEST – REPLACE DOOR OPENERS 
Fire Commissioner Grace presented a request from Fire Chief Barnes for replacement of overhead door 
remote controls for two doors at House No. 1, five doors at House No. 2, and two doors at House No. 3.  Two 
quotes were provided, Fawley Door in the amount of $2,115 and Overhead Door in the amount of $3,188. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to accept the proposal from Fawley Door in the amount of 
$2,115.00.  Carried. 

 
WATER EXTENSION – TECHNOLOGY AVENUE 

Engineer Elliott advised thirteen bids had been received for the project to extend public water in Technology 
Avenue to the intersection of Industry Drive and constructing a system loop to N Avenue.  He further advised 
low bidder was Woolf Excavating in the amount of $38,500. 
 
Motion by Culp, second by James Grace to accept the bid from Woolf Excavating as presented.  Carried. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

LETTERS OF RESPONSE & OBJECTION REGARDING TRUCK ROUTE 
Attorney Porter presented two draft letters to the Kalamazoo County Road Commission, one in response to 
Alamo Township’s letter of February 9, 2009 objecting to Oshtemo Charter Township’s Truck Route Ordinance 
and the other an objection to Alamo Township’s prohibition of truck traffic on a primary road, resulting in 
diverting traffic onto a border street. 
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by James Grace to send a letter of response to Alamo Township’s letter of 
February 9, 2009 objecting to Oshtemo Charter Township’s Truck Route Ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to send a letter of objection to Alamo Township’s prohibition of 
truck traffic on a primary road, resulting in diverting traffic onto a border street.  Carried. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
6TH STREET SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS 

Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented a recommendation from the Road Committee to expend $300,000 for 
safety improvements to North 6th Street, specifically, to improve the southeast corner of the 6th Street and G 
Avenue intersection turning radius, install a north bound right turn lane at 6th Street & G Avenue, install a north 
and south bound center turn lane at 6th Street and H Avenue, install a south bound left turn bypass at 6th Street 
and St. James, and install a west bound right turn lane at M-43 and 6th Street.  She advised participating funds 
from the Kalamazoo County Road Commission could not be used for these improvements. 
 
Motion by James Grace, second by Borgfjord to approve the safety improvement project as recommended.  
Carried.   

  
MARCH 10TH BOARD MEETING 

Due to the planned absence of Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell and Trustee Jim Grace, the March 10th Township 
Board meeting will be cancelled with the 5:00 p.m. work session moved to the March 24th meeting. 

 
 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
DEBORAH L. EVERETT                                Attested:  LIBBY HEINY-COSGWELL 
Township Clerk                  Supervisor             


