
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Meeting 

February 10, 2009 
 
 

Township Board work session was held at the Township Hall.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called 
the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were James Porter, Township Attorney Marc Elliott, Township Engineer, Planning 
Director Jodi Stefforia, Senior Planner Mary Lynn Bugge, Maintenance Department Head Bill 
Sams, and 4 interested people. 
 
Citizen Comment – Margaret Masuzawa, 331 West Ridge Circle, had questions regarding the 
community survey for update of the Master Land Use Plan.  Planning Director Stefforia advised 
1,512 recipients were selected at random using the voter registration file, the questions assume 
single family development would continue in the Township and a different survey would be sent to 
businesses.  Ms. Masuzawa also inquired as to an update on the Truck Route Ordinance 
litigation.  Attorney Porter advised outside counsel has been engaged and the Township will 
continue to address the matter.  
 
Master Plan Opinion Survey – The Board reviewed a draft of the survey to be sent to a sampling 
of residents regarding update of the Master Land Use Plan.  Board members offered comments to 
clarify some of the proposed questions. 
 
Aerial Photos – The Board reviewed participating with Kalamazoo County for updated aerial 
photos.  Planning Director Stefforia advised while some information will be available to all 
townships at no cost, each township has the opportunity to obtain a higher quality resolution as 
well as views from all four directions by participating in the project.  
 
Stimulus Projects – Engineer Marc Elliott provided a list of possible infrastructure projects the 
State requested in anticipation of the federal stimulus package, noting it is unclear how much, if 
any, funding the Township would be eligible for.  
 
Joint Meeting Agenda – Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell inquired if Board members had items of 
interest for the joint meeting on February 17th.  She advised Linda Teeter from the Kalamazoo 
County Transportation Authority would be present to provide information regarding public 
transportation in the County.  There was a suggestion from Planning Commission Chair Terry 
Schley that the future of Chime School be discussed. 
 
DDA Parkview/Stadium Beautification Project – DDA President Terry Schley was present and 
reviewed the proposed project.  He advised the DDA was seeking Board approval for the contract 
with S & T Lawn Service.  It was noted funding for the project was approved in 2008; this request 
is to enter into the contract. 
 
Seasonal Maintenance Program – The Board reviewed information regarding purchasing 
equipment to provide in house lawn maintenance.  The Building & Grounds Committee 
recommended purchase of equipment with maintenance to be performed by current maintenance 
staff with the understanding one other part time seasonal employee could be added if needed.   
 
Motion by Jim Grace, second by Bushouse to approve an expenditure of $32,933.48 for purchase 
of lawn maintenance equipment and make necessary changes in the Employee Handbook to 
provide for seasonal employees and authorize the Supervisor to hire one part time seasonal 
employee for lawn maintenance if found necessary.  Carried. 
 
 
 



LaSalle Drainage Basin Update – Engineer Elliott reviewed the history and proposed solution to 
the problems with the LaSalle retention basin.  Consensus was to hold an informational meeting 
with residents in the area and the Kalamazoo County Drain Commissioner in the very near future. 
 
Police Protection Update – Trustee Jim Grace advised daily reports, schedules and rosters had 
been obtained from the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department regarding the deputies assigned 
to the Township and the study committee would be reviewing the data, meeting with Sheriff Fuller 
and provide a report to the Board.  Captain William Timmerman was present and provided the 
Board with data regarding meth lab activity for the last four years. 
 
Closed Session – Motion by Culp, second by Jim Grace to adjourn to closed session for 
purposes of discussing pending litigation because doing so in an open meeting would have 
detrimental effect on the Township’s position.  Roll call showed Culp-yes, Everett-yes, Jim Grace-
yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes, Bushouse-yes, McCormick-yes, Borgfjord-yes. 
 
Motion by Jim Grace, second by Culp to return to open session at approximately 7:05 p.m. 
 
The Board work session adjourned at approximately 7:05 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the regular meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were James Porter, Township Attorney, Marc Elliot, Township Engineer, Senior 
Planner Mary Lynn Bugge, and 8 interested people.   
 
Motion by Jim Grace, second by Borgfjord to approve the January 13th regular meeting minutes.  
Carried.   
 
Income to the General and Fire Funds of $114,301.69 and disbursements of $396,204.42 were 
reported. Motion by Jim Grace, second by Culp to accept the receipts and disbursements report. 
Carried. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Dick Hertzell, 2484 Isle Harbor, inquired if there was an update on the Truck Route Ordinance 
litigation and how a recent State law affected the matter.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised the 
new state law provides for jurisdictions to object to uses on border roads and Alamo Township has 
filed an objection with the Kalamazoo County Road Commission regarding 10th Street and West G 
Avenue.   
 
Al Geresy, 10491 West L Avenue, advised he had heard the cost to repair the sun shades at the 
Township Hall would be $200,000.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised it was her understanding 
the repairs were under manufacturer’s warranty at no cost to the Township.  Trustee Bushouse 
advised his understanding was the cost was approximately $35,000 with the manufacturer, 
suppliers, builder and architect discussing how the cost would be assigned.   Mr. Geresy also 
inquired as to the status of an invoice the Township had paid regarding a utility problem with a 
sewer project that should have been covered by Consumers Energy.  Attorney Porter advised a 
letter had been sent to Consumers but no reply received as of this date. 
 

DDA RECOMMENDATION 
PARKVIEW/STADIUM BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT 

As discussed at the work session a recommendation from the DDA was before the Board to 
approve a contract with S & T Lawn Maintenance in the amount of $46,781 for the 
Parkview/Stadium beautification project.  It was noted funding to be provided by the DDA, Metro 
Act receipts and Park Fund had been approved by the Board in 2008, the project would 
commence mid-April and be completed in approximately six weeks. 
 
Motion by Everett, second by Jim Grace to approve the contract with S & T Lawn Maintenance in 
the amount of $46,781 subject to Township Attorney review.  Carried.   
 

 
 



COMPUTER PROGRAMS UPDATE 
Treasurer Culp advised the current database engine used to run the Township’s computer 
programs for taxes, assessing, financials, building department, cemetery, and complaint tracking 
will no longer be supported at the end of 2009.  She recommended the purchase of an update 
from BS&A Software for support of these programs.  It was noted the programs are also BS&A 
Software products.   She advised the total cost to upgrade the programs is $22,820 plus annual 
support costs in the amount of $10,920 for 2010.    
  
Motion by Jim Grace, second by Borgfjord to approve an expenditure in the amount of $22,820 for 
the upgrade and $10,920 for annual support.  Carried.  
 

16TH ANNUAL WALK FOR WARMTH 
A resolution supporting the 16th Annual Kalamazoo County Walk for Warmth to be held on 
February 28th was presented. The event raises funds to provide emergency heating assistance for 
those in need who do not qualify for aid from other sources.   
 
Motion by Everett, second by Jim Grace to adopt a resolution supporting the 16th annual 
Kalamazoo County Walk for Warmth.  Roll call showed Jim Grace-yes, Borgfjord-yes, Culp-yes, 
Everett-yes, Bushouse-yes, McCormick-yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes. 
 

TECHNOLOGY AVE/INDUSTRY DR/N AVENUE 
WATER EXTENSION 

Engineer Elliott reviewed a recommendation from the Sewer & Water Committee to proceed to bid 
for a project extending public water in Technology Avenue to the intersection of Industry Drive and 
constructing a system loop to N Avenue. 
 
Motion by Culp, second by Borgfjord to authorize the Township Engineer to send the project out 
for bids.  Carried. 
 

AERIAL PHOTO PURCHASE 
As reviewed at the work session a proposal to participate with Kalamazoo County in an aerial fly 
over of the county was before the Board.   
  
Motion by Jim Grace, second by Borgfjord to approve 50% participation with Kalamazoo County 
with an expenditure up to $10,000 for aerial photos of the entire Township with 4” resolution and 
viewable from all four directions.  Carried.   
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
ADDITION TO LIST OF APPROVED DEPOSITORIES 

Treasurer Culp requested the Board approve adding Keystone Bank to the list of approved 
depositories. 
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by Jim Grace to approve the addition of Keystone Bank.  Carried. 

 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Trustee Borgfjord advised she attended the Michigan Townships Association Educational 
Conference and found it very informative and was grateful for the opportunity to attend. 
 
Trustee McCormick commented Kalamazoo Public Schools boundaries are being redrawn, 
someone is circulating a petition and he hopes to make contact with them. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised there would be a joint Township Board/Planning 
Commission/Zoning Board of Appeals meeting Tuesday, February 17th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
DEBORAH L. EVERETT   Attested:   LIBBY HEINY-COGSWELL 
Township Clerk                      Supervisor 
 


