
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 
Township Board Meeting 

January 13, 2009 
 
 

Township Board work session was held at the Township Hall.  Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called 
the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 
 
Also present were James Porter, Township Attorney, Marc Elliott, Township Engineer, Planning 
Director Jodi Stefforia, Maintenance Department Head Bill Sams, consultant Greg Milliken and 4 
interested people. 
 
Maintenance Vehicle & Plow – Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented a proposal for purchase of 
a maintenance truck and snow plow with three bids from Seelye, DeNooyer and Toyota.  Trustee 
Borgfjord advised her husband’s business could inquire what is available through auction.  
Attorney Porter advised there would be no conflict of interest under State statute since Trustee 
Borgfjord is not an owner of Halli’s Auto Sales. 
 
Motion by Bushouse, second by Grace to authorize an expenditure up to $23,200 from Seelye 
Ford for purchase of a maintenance truck and up to $6,000 from Steensma Equipment for 
purchase of a snow plow if a used vehicle is not available through Halli’s Auto Sales by January 
16th.  Carried with Borgfjord abstaining. 
 
Police Protection Agreement – Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised she, Trustee Grace, and 
Attorney Porter had met and compiled questions for Board members to consider in moving 
forward with looking at alternatives for police protection.  She further advised they would be 
meeting with County officials next week.  Captain William Timmerman from the Kalamazoo 
County Sheriff’s Department was present and provided data on 2008 activity. 
 
Park Plan – Consultant Greg Milliken was present to review recent revisions and answer Board 
member questions prior to the public hearing on the Five Year Park Plan.   
 
Committee Policy – Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented a draft policy for advisory committees 
that would provide committees shall be determined by the Board and shall include Board 
members and staff, and two citizens as members for the Park Committee, including one with 
young children, and the Sewer & Water Committee with the understanding citizens serve on a 
voluntary basis with no compensation.   
 
Motion by Borgfjord, second by Grace to adopt the policy as presented.  Carried. 
 
Other items discussed included 2009 goals might include an update for the web page, work 
continues on a water contract with the City of Kalamazoo, Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell advised she 
has received the latest update on the KL Landfill and also has material available for several 
educational seminars for Board members.  
 
The Board work session adjourned at approximately 6:50 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
Clerk Deb Everett 
Treasurer Nancy Culp 
Trustee Grace Borgfjord 
Trustee Dave Bushouse 
Trustee James Grace 
Trustee Scott McCormick 



 
 
Also present were James Porter, Township Attorney, Marc Elliot, Township Engineer, Planning 
Director Jodi Stefforia, consultant Greg Milliken, and 10 interested people.   
 
Motion by Grace, second by Culp to approve the December 9th regular meeting minutes.  Carried. 
  
 
Income to the General and Fire Funds of $63,235.79 and disbursements of $166,370.62 were 
reported. Motion by Grace, second by Borgfjord to accept the receipts and disbursements report. 
Carried. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Bob Janssen, 8670 Almena, thanked and commended the Fire Department for their work on 
January 8th when his home burned.   
 

ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENETS 
SECTION 34 & SECTION 76 – SECOND READING 

A recommendation from the Planning Commission for text amendments to clarify items related to 
accessory buildings and drive-through facilities in the Section 34-Form Based Code Overlay Zone 
and a modification to Section 76-Signs and Billboards was before the Board for Second Reading. 
 
Motion by Grace, second by Everett to adopt the text amendments.  Roll call showed Grace-yes, 
Borgfjord-yes, McCormick-yes, Bushouse-yes, Everett-yes, Culp-yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes.   
 

2009 POVERTY EXEMPTION GUIDELINES 
Poverty exemption guidelines for property assessment appeals for 2009 as approved by the 
Michigan State Tax Commission were before the Board for consideration.  
 
Motion by Grace, second by Everett to adopt a resolution establishing the poverty exemption 
guidelines for 2009. Roll call showed McCormick-yes, Bushouse-yes, Everett-yes, Culp-yes, 
Borgfjord-yes, Grace-yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING – FIVE YEAR PARK PLAN 
A public hearing was held regarding the proposed Five Year Park Plan.   
 
Kim Taylor, 2793 South 9th Street, inquired which side of 9th Street a bike path would be placed.  
Planning Director Stefforia advised if one were constructed it most likely be placed on the west 
side of 9th Street due to the location of Prairie Ridge Elementary School, however, there are no 
currents plans for a path; that will be determined by available funding.  In response to Ms.Taylor’s 
question regarding compensation for property taken should a path be constructed, Attorney Porter 
advised if built in the right of way there would be no compensation, however, if necessary to 
obtain an easement over private property, compensation would be negotiated.   
 
Neil Sikora, 9643 West KL Avenue, urged the Board to adopt and follow the proposed plan.  He 
also wished to acknowledge the work of Greg Milliken from McKenna & Associates and former 
Township Associate Planner Brian VanDenBrand in drafting the plan.   
 
Motion by Grace, second by Culp to adopt a resolution approving the Five Year Park Plan.  Roll 
call showed Grace-yes, Borgfjord-yes, Culp-yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes, Everett-yes, Bushouse-yes, 
McCormick-yes.  
 

2009 COMMITTEE MEETING DATES 
Meeting dates and times for advisory committees were before the Board for consideration.   
 
Road Committee will meet the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 8:00 a.m. 
Sewer/Water Committee will meet the 3rd Tuesday of every other month at 1:00 p.m. 
Building/Grounds Committee will meet the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 9:00 a.m. 
Personnel Committee will meet the 2nd Thursday of each month at 10:00 a.m. 
Park Committee will meet the 3rd Thursday of each month at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Motion by Grace, second by Culp to approve the committee meeting dates and times.  Carried. 
 

 
 
 



 
POSITION DESCRIPTION & EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK CHANGE 

ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell presented proposed changes to the position description for the 
Ordinance Enforcement Officer and related items in the Employee Handbook.  Attorney Porter 
advised individuals cannot be exempted from the Fair Labor Standards Act by being an appointed 
position; they also must meet requirements as an executive, administrator or professional 
employee under the Act which generally requires a skilled trade certification and/or advanced 
degree and given that the position does not require either, the position should not be a salaried 
one and since no longer meets the Handbook criteria for Department Head, will be overseen by 
the Legal Department, i.e., Township Attorney.  
 
Motion by Grace, second by Culp to approve the revised position description and adopt a 
resolution approving the changes in the Employee Handbook.  Roll call showed Grace-yes, 
Borgfjord-yes, Culp-yes, Heiny-Cogswell-yes, Everett-yes, Bushouse-yes, McCormick-yes.   
 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
Trustee Grace inquired regarding a memo the Board received advising the City of Kalamazoo is 
drilling test wells at the corner of North 6th Street and G Avenue.  Attorney Porter advised they 
would need site plan approval for anything further and the water contract issue be resolved. 
 
Mr. Grace also commented the Building & Grounds committee were examining moving lawn 
maintenance in house and would be providing the Board with more information or a proposal that 
would also include temporary seasonal employees which would require the Employee Handbook 
be modified. 
 
Mr. Grace also inquired if an annual maintenance review of sidewalks and bike paths had been 
conducted as advised by the Attorney.  Discussion concluded they have not but consensus was 
this should be addressed this year. 
 
Mr. Grace also inquired regarding status of House Bill 6070 which allows the County to charge for 
911 dispatch service on land line and cell phone numbers.  Attorney Porter advised the bill had 
been passed.  Consensus was the Supervisor should send a letter to the County for follow up on 
this issue. 
 
Fire Commissioner Grace advised Deputy Chief Karnemaat was back to full duty.  He also 
advised during the month of December, Fire Department on-call paid members provided 637.5 
hours of volunteer service which would have equated to approximately $9,000 if paid. 
 
Mr. Grace commented the State announced a budget deficit of 1.6 billion dollars for 2009. 
 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
DEBORAH L. EVERETT   Attested:   LIBBY HEINY-COGSWELL 
Township Clerk                      Supervisor 
 


