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Introduction 
 
 
Oshtemo Charter Township has developed this five year parks and recreation master plan after 
undertaking a thorough process of inventory, analysis, and public input collection.  This plan is a 
road map for the parks and recreation decisions to be made over the next five years and 
beyond.  This plan also makes Oshtemo Charter Township eligible for funding through the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR).  The process taken to prepare the plan 
has given the Township a better understanding of its residents’ needs and desires for parks and 
recreation.  The plan contains the following components: 
 
 Community Description 
 Administrative Structure 
 Parks and Recreation Inventory 
 Basis for Action Plan 
 Action Plan 

 
 
Community Description 
 
The Community Description provides a snapshot of the demographic, economic, and physical 
characteristics of Oshtemo Township.  This section identifies current trends and future 
community composition that affects parks, recreation, and cultural decisions and is a factor in 
creating the goals and objectives that appear in the Action Plan. 
 
 
Administrative Structure and Funding 
 
The Administrative Structure and Funding component contains a description and illustration of 
the Township’s parks and recreation organization.  The current and projected expenditures and 
revenues and the grant history of the Township are also discussed in this chapter. 
 
 
Parks and Recreation Inventory 
 
The Parks and Recreation Inventory is a compilation of all Township, local, regional, and private 
parks and facilities.  It is important to understand what parks, facilities, and programs are 
available to Oshtemo Township residents in order to assist in creating the Action Plan for future 
parks and recreation decisions.  Some facilities included in the inventory may only be available 
for limited public use or available for a fee, but they provide additional recreation opportunities 
for Township residents.   
 
 
Basis for Action Plan 
 
The Basis for Action Plan chapter includes a discussion of the planning and public input process 
as well as an analysis of the park land, service areas, and recreation facilities in the Township. 
Parks and recreation opportunities are reviewed using a number of methods, including 
comparing the community’s current offerings to national recreation guidelines for the size of the 
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community, analyzing information gathered during the public input process, and consulting with 
the Parks and Recreation Committee and Township staff. The results presented in this section 
create the basis for the action plan. 
 
 
Action Plan 
 
The Action Plan is the result of the extensive information gathered and analyzed through the 
planning process.  The results of the effort are formulated into, and presented as, goals, 
objectives, and system-wide recommendations for the Township parks.  Recommendations for 
improvements and enhancement of the Township’s parks and recreation facilities are described, 
and the tools necessary for the implementation of plan components are identified.  The Five 
Year Capital Improvement Plan is also contained in this section.  The plan organizes projects 
that will require significant capital investment in order to better manage the budget and equally 
distribute funds over a five-year period.  The timing of the projects is flexible and may be 
changed depending on the availability of funding. 
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Chapter 1 

Community Description 
 
 
The Community Description is a picture of the various physical and socioeconomic 
characteristics of Oshtemo Charter Township.  This information provides valuable insight when 
determining future parks and recreation facility development and programming needs for the 
community, and is a useful resource when completing background information on grant 
applications. 
 
 
Regional Setting 
 
Oshtemo Charter Township is located on the west side of Kalamazoo County, abutting the west 
side of the City of Kalamazoo.  The Township is bordered by Alamo Township to the north, 
Almena Township to the west, Texas Township to the south, and the City of Kalamazoo and 
Kalamazoo Charter Township to the east.  All are in Kalamazoo County, except Almena 
Township, which is in Van Buren County.  See Map 1 – Regional Location. 
 
The first settlement in Oshtemo Charter Township was recorded in 1830, and the Township was 
established later that decade in 1839.  The Township has grown and prospered given its 
proximity to Kalamazoo, I-94, and US-131.  The development of the community has been 
evident in residential, office, industrial, and commercial growth. Beautiful rolling hills and rural 
atmosphere in close proximity to employment, universities and colleges, and major 
transportation routes have made Oshtemo an attractive place to live, work, and play.  
 
 
Demographic Characteristics 
 
The following demographic report provides insight into the characteristics of the community.  
Age, household, and disability statistics for the Township are included.  The demographic 
makeup of the community helps determine the type and quantity of parks and recreation 
facilities and programs necessary to serve Oshtemo Charter Township residents. 
 
Population and Housing.   
Over the past 50 years, Oshtemo has been transformed from an agricultural area to a 
predominantly suburban township with a rapidly rising population.  The population has 
continued to grow steadily over the past decade, as shown in Table 1.1. Oshtemo Township’s 
population saw a 28% increase from 2000 to 2010. At the same time, the population of 
Kalamazoo County as a whole grew just 5 percent while the State of Michigan lost population.   
 
According to the 2010 Census, the average household size in Oshtemo Township is 2.21 
persons. The U.S. Census Bureau defines two types of households: family households are 
those consisting of a householder and one or more other people related to the householder by 
birth, marriage or adoption. Nonfamily households consist of people living alone and households 
which do not have any members related to the householder.  The 2010 Census indicated that 
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there were 9,708 total households in Oshtemo Township, 4,787 of which were family 
households, or 49.3%.  This percentage is low when compared to Kalamazoo County, with 
59.9% family households. Of the total households in Oshtemo Township, 2,160, or 22.2% have 
children under 18 years. Again, this percentage is slightly low when compared to Kalamazoo 
County as a whole, which has 29.5% of households with children under 18 years. 2,356 
households, or 24.3%, have individuals 65 years and over in Oshtemo Township.  This 
percentage is slightly above Kalamazoo County at 21.9% of households.  
  
Housing units are also quantified in the 2010 Census. There were 10,657 housing units in 
Oshtemo Township, an increase from 7,551 units indicated in the 2000 Census.  Oshtemo 
Township has a higher percentage of renter–occupied housing units than the County in general, 
at 49.5% and 36.1% respectively.  Of the renter-occupied housing units in the Township, 36.8% 
are in the 15-24 year category for age of householder. (US Census QT-H2) Oshtemo Township 
has several multi-family residential developments that cater to college students, which likely 
accounts for the higher percentage of renter-occupied housing units and nonfamily households. 
 

TABLE 1.1 - POPULATION GROWTH TRENDS 
Oshtemo Township, Kalamazoo County, and Michigan: 2000-2010 

Unit of Government 2000 2010 %Change 2000-2010 

Oshtemo Township 17,003 21,705 28.0 

Kalamazoo County 238,603 250,331 5.0 

State of Michigan 
(Millions) 9.938 9.883 -0.6 

Source:  U.S. Census, 1970-2010  (2010 Data, Table DP-1)  
 

Population Projections 
The Township’s Master Plan projects that population will continue to increase in the Township, 
with an estimate of 26,737 residents in 2020 and 39,321 in 2040. See Table 1.2. This increase 
in population will create additional park and recreation demands. 
 

TABLE 1.2 - POPULATION PROJECTIONS + 
Oshtemo Township: 2000-2040 

 2000 
Census 

2010 
Census 2020 2030 2040 % Change 

2010-2040 

Projected population 17,003 21,705 26,737 32,041 39,321 81% 

Source: U.S. Census, 2000, 2010, and Oshtemo Township 
+ Assumes slow growth in multi-family units due to depletion of land zoned R-4  
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These population and housing statistics indicate that the Township has grown significantly in 
recent years, and it appears that growth will continue. The majority of future growth will continue 
to be directed to the eastern portion of the Township, consistent with the Township Master Plan.  
This area is located in the Kalamazoo Public School District (KPS) and therefore eligible to take 
advantage of the Kalamazoo Promise, a scholarship program announced in November 2005 
that offers up to 100% of college tuition and mandatory fees for KPS students.  It is also where 
new and anticipated commercial growth has been occurring and is planned along West Main 
Street and Stadium Drive.  Finally, a new elementary school was constructed on 9th Street and a 
new middle school was constructed on Drake Road just across the Township border, which may 
attract additional families to the eastern half of the community.  These are trends and factors to 
be considered when making decisions regarding facility location and land acquisition.   
 
Age of Population 
For recreation purposes, age is an important statistic to follow as well.  Table 1.3 shows the 
Township’s population by age. The 60-74 year old group experienced the largest percent growth 
from 2000 to 2010 at 72% followed by the 15-24 year old age group which saw growth of 52%. 
The Township has also seen a significant growth in the 75 years and over group at 39%. Table 
1.3 also shows that the 60-74 years group grew as a percentage of the total population greater 
than any other group; this group made up 9% of the population in 2000 and 12% in 2010.  
 
It should be remembered that the Township has a significant senior population both in terms of 
total number of seniors as well as the percent of the total population that they comprise.  4,417 
persons, or 20% of the population, were 60 years or older according to the 2010 Census. 
 
The Baby Boomer generation began reaching age 65 beginning in 2009; this Master Plan 
should recognize that they, along with existing senior citizens (those already 65 or older), will 
represent a significant part of the population, larger than at any time in the past, and have 
unique needs regarding recreation. As the population of the Township becomes generally older, 
issues that are pertinent to older citizens need to be considered in this 5 Year Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan; for instance, improving access to existing park amenities. 
 
Growth in the 15 to 24 year old group can be attributed to increased housing catering to 
students. The 2008-2010 American Community Survey estimated that 4,148 residents of 
Oshtemo Township were enrolled in college or graduate school. Recreation needs related to 
student-aged population will also need to be considered in this Plan. 
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TABLE 1.3 – AGE OF POPULATION 
Oshtemo Township: 2000, 2010 

Cohort 
2000 2010 % 

Change 
of Count Count Percent Count Percent 

Under 5 
years x x 1,184 5.5%  

5 to 9 years x x 1,105 5.1%  

10 to 14 
years x x 1,1086 5.0%  

15 to 24 
years 3,430 20.2% 5,230 24.1% 52% 

25 to 44 
years 4,696 27.6% 4,977 22.9% 6% 

45 to 59 
years 3,030 17.8% 3,706 17.1% 22% 

60 to 74 
years 1,508 8.9% 2,596 12% 72% 

75 and over 1,313 7.7% 1,821 8.4% 39% 

TOTAL 17,003 100.0% 21,705 100% - 

Source: U.S. Census, 2010 (Table DP-1) 
X indicates that data was not collected for these age categories in the 2000 Census. 

 
The age of the population is important when planning park and recreation facilities and 
programs in a manner that is consistent with, and proportionate to, these characteristics; thus a 
variety of offerings are necessary.  
 
Persons with Disabilities   
Understanding the status of persons with disabilities will assist in planning appropriate facilities 
and locations for existing and future recreational activities.  The Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1990 (ADA) requires that all public services, including parks and recreation facilities, be 
subject to barrier-free requirements.  The Act also requires that public recreation providers 
eliminate any eligibility requirements for participation in programs, activities, and services. 
 
Disability data is collected for three age groups.  As the population ages, the proportion with one 
or more disabilities steadily increases.  This trend is consistent with the figures for Oshtemo 
Charter Township.  According to the 2008-2010 American Community Survey, 2,577 of the 
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20,893 residents of Oshtemo Township have a disability.  Of those under 18 years, 4% or 151 
have a disability.  Of those aged 18-64, 10% or 1,364 have a disability.  Of those 65 and over, 
33% or 1,062 have a disability.   
 
The information in Table 1.4 is broken down to show the various disability types, as measured 
and determined by the Census, present in the Township.  From a facility design standpoint, all 
are important.  The principles of Universal Design are based on the principles of providing 
spaces that can be accessed and enjoyed by everyone.  The inventory of facilities in the 
Township will provide an analysis of accessibility. 
 

TABLE 1.4 – PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY 
Oshtemo Township: 2009-2011 

Age 
Group 

Hearing 
Difficulty  

Vision 
Difficulty 

Cognitive 
Difficulty 

Ambulatory 
Difficulty 

Self-care 
Difficulty 

Independent 
Living 

Difficulty 
Total 

Persons 
With a 

Disability 
Percent 
Disabled 

Under 5 23 0 x x x x 1,171 23 2.0% 

5 to 17 24 0 129 0 0 0 2,767 153 5.5% 

18 to 64 214 303 579 707 258 654 14,287 1,373 9.6% 

Source:  2009 to 2011 American Community Survey   
 
 
Economic Characteristics 
 
Economic characteristics provide further evidence of the diversity of people and households in 
the Township, and also reveal the impact of high-density student housing.  As shown above, 
this renter group makes up a notable percentage of the Township’s population and consists of 
many full-time students that do not make significant income.  Accordingly, it has a substantial 
impact on the statistics that are presented. 
 
The economic vitality of Oshtemo Township is directly tied to the Kalamazoo metropolitan area 
and the rest of the State of Michigan, particularly the east side of the state which is facing 
unemployment rates and overall job loss much higher than what has been seen locally. The 
diversity of business and industry in the Kalamazoo region has lessened the impact of the 
global changes in heavy industry, particularly in automobile manufacturing and related 
industries which, as a group, are the largest employers in the State. Other industries that are not 
manufacturing-oriented are experiencing slow growth including the healthcare industry and 
other high-tech industries.  
 
Employment 
According to the American Community Survey estimates for 2008 - 2010, there were 11,787 
persons in Oshtemo Township in the labor force, or about 67 percent of the population 16 years 
of age or older. Of those persons, 1,317 or 11.2% were listed as unemployed.  As stated 
previously, the high percentage of college students living in Oshtemo Township likely inflates 
this unemployment figure.  
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Construction Values 
Similar to other communities throughout the country, the annual value of new construction in 
Oshtemo Township slowed dramatically beginning in 2008. Construction increased slightly from 
2010 to 2011, although values are nowhere near those seen earlier in the decade. The 
Township saw the greatest value of new construction in 2003 due to the construction of two 
apartment complexes that year.   
 

TABLE 1.5 - VALUE OF NEW CONSTRUCTION 
Oshtemo Township: 1993-2011 
Year Value 

1993 $28,355,487 

1994 $24,904,165 

1995 $22,786,133 

1996 $33,951,590 

1997 $35,089,734 

1998 $35,757,355 

1999 $43,876,874 

2000 $75,579,511 

2001 $51,444,840 

2002 $45,896,661 

2003 $100,879,920 

2004 $64,400,203 

2005 $46,689,255 

2006 $84,985,321 

2007 $67,928,067 

2008 $32,100,563 

2009 $18,211,362 

2010 $3,072,600 

2011 $4,894,900 

Annual Average: $47,813,944 

Source: Oshtemo Township Building Department, 2012 

 
 
Income     
Median household income is a broad measure of relative economic health.  It is defined as the 
income level where half of all households earn more and half earn less.  In 2000, the median 
household income in the Township was $38,433, lower than in Kalamazoo County ($42,022).  In 
2010, the median household income in the Township had dropped to $35,802, again lower than 
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Kalamazoo County. This is likely due to the large presence of full-time students within the 
Township, many of whom do not have full-time jobs. (2008-2010 American Community Survey 
3-Year Estimates Selected Economic Characteristics (DP03)) 
 
 
Physical Characteristics 
 
The following is a description of the physical characteristics of Oshtemo Charter Township, 
including land use, natural features, historic resources, and the transportation network.  This 
information is important in understanding the potential for the type, location, and extent of future 
park and recreation improvements. 
 
Land Use 
The Township has historically been a rural community, but is continuing to develop into a 
thriving community with a variety of land uses. 
 
The predominant land uses in Oshtemo are residential, agricultural open space, and 
increasingly commercial as the Township continues to become a major shopping and retail 
center in the western Kalamazoo region including neighboring counties.  Many of the single-
family residential units are located in platted subdivisions or similar developments creating a 
neighborhood demand for park facilities.  However, nearly half of the housing units in the 
Township are multi-family units, most of which are located in large complexes.  While many of 
these provide some recreational amenities to their tenants, there are likely other recreational 
needs to be addressed.  The Township has begun to experience an increase in commercial 
developments, particularly along West Main Street (M-43).  Its impact has yet to be fully 
realized, but the Township must plan accordingly to ensure valuable natural features are 
protected and potential park development opportunities are capitalized upon.   
 
Natural Features   
Natural features are an important element of the character of Oshtemo Township, particularly in 
the less developed western portion of the community.  Natural features are not easily restored 
after they are impaired, and they provide numerous existing and potential parks and recreation 
opportunities.   
 
One of the most unique features in the Township is its topography.  The rolling hills and valleys 
are unusual in this region. This topography creates a unique and scenic landscape that attracts 
many to the community.  Although it may be feasible to build on some of the slopes, it may not 
be advisable due to drainage and erosion concerns.  These are areas that should be targeted 
for future acquisition if protection is desired.  Not only will this protect important and sensitive 
areas, but it will also provide interesting natural places for passive recreational use.     
 
Water features and wetland areas are scattered throughout the Township.  Water features are 
generally valued for their views and the sense of tranquility that they provide. Wetlands are 
located primarily near the small lakes.  The Township Master Plan indicates that water is the 
smallest undeveloped land use category, comprising 3% of undeveloped land and just over 
1.6% of total land in Oshtemo Township. 
 
Wetlands are identified by the Michigan Resource Information System (MIRIS) maps and the 
National Wetland Inventory (NWI), which shows mostly combinations of wetlands with wetland 
soil areas.  Wetlands connected to or within 500 feet of an inland lake, pond, river, or stream 
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and/or those 5 acres in size or greater are regulated by Part 303, Wetland Protection, of the 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, Public Act 451 of 1994.  The Township 
should look to land developers to preserve these and other important areas during the 
development review process.  Sensitive wetland areas can also be incorporated into parks and 
passive recreational spaces to provide greater protection.   
 
Another important natural feature in Oshtemo are wooded areas.  Woodlands comprise over 
33% of total land area in Oshtemo.  Woodlands are found throughout the Township, and play an 
important role in species habitat, air quality, and recreation.  Where development occurs in 
proximity to these woodlands, preservation should be a priority as recreational use of these 
woodlands – including hiking, biking, or simply natural areas – can become an amenity for the 
development.   
 
Green infrastructure  
Green Infrastructure has been defined as “our nation’s natural life support system – an 
interconnected network of waterways, wetlands, woodlands, wildlife habitats, and other natural 
areas; greenways, parks, and other conservation lands; working farms, ranches and forests; 
and wilderness  and other open spaces that support native species, maintain natural ecological 
processes, sustain air and water resources, and contribute to the health and quality of life for 
American’s communities and people.”1 By mapping the Township’s natural features, parks, 
agricultural lands, and open spaces, we can begin to identify a network of greenways and take 
steps to acquire or protect them.  This system of connected greenways will allow for the 
movement of wildlife, plants, and people throughout the Township and beyond.  
 
Historic Resources 
Oshtemo Charter Township has a rich history dating back nearly 200 years.  Despite the rapid 
growth and the new development that is occurring throughout the community, evidence of the 
Township’s history can be seen in all parts of the Township.  Scattered historic homes and 
farmsteads are a reminder of the life of the settlers in the 1800’s, and the intersection of 
Stadium Drive and 9th Street retains some of the remnants of the original settlement at that 
location.   
 
The Township has created an Historical Overlay Zone (HOZ), which can be used anywhere in 
the Township for historic sites.  The standards of the HOZ provide for the protection of the 
character of historic sites through increased landscaping and setback requirements of 
developing, neighboring properties.  The Recreation Inventory includes several key historic 
resources that have been identified by the community. 
 
Transportation   
Township residents rely on the local and regional circulation networks to access parks and 
recreational facilities.  The existing road system consists of an irregular grid network of roads. 
Portions of the Township are served by the City of Kalamazoo’s Metro Transit, which provides a 
fixed route bus system for the Kalamazoo region.  Additionally, the entire Township is served by 
the on-demand Metro County Connect service.  To ensure that an integrated public transit 
system is provided at a county-wide level, the Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority was 
formed in 2006 to work collaboratively with Metro Transit to provide quality public transportation 
alternatives to Township residents. 
 

                                                 
1 Benedict, M and E. McMahon. Green Infrastructure:  Smart Conservation for the 21st Century. Sprawl Watch 
Clearinghouse Monograph Series.  Washington D.C.  Autumn 2002. 
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The Township is fortunate to be served with a substantial regional transportation network, 
including US-131, M-43, and nearby I-94.  The major east-west roads within the Township are 
M-43 (West Main Street) and Stadium Drive.  The major north-south roads within the Township 
are US-131, Drake Road, 9th Street, and Van Kal Street. 
 
The system of roads in and near Oshtemo provides reasonably good access by automobile to 
recreation facilities in the Township and in surrounding communities.  M-43, US-131, and I-94 
provide connections to regional and state recreational facilities, as well as shopping and 
entertainment venues in Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, and Lake Michigan shoreline communities. 
 
Access to recreation facilities can be difficult for certain segments of the population, primarily 
children and older adults.  Existing recreation facilities are primarily located on busy roadways 
or in adjacent communities, which requires travel on rural roads or across major roads and 
highways.  Efforts have been made recently to expand the bike lanes and non-motorized 
pathways throughout the Township, but continued work should be done to improve the 
pedestrian and bicycle access to recreation facilities and other nodes of activity.  Coordinating 
these efforts with adjacent communities will improve access tremendously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 – Community Description 
 

 
Oshtemo Charter Township    December 2013 
Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan  Page 12 

This page intentionally left blank. 



 
Oshtemo Charter Township   December 2013 
Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan   Page 13 

Chapter 2 
Administrative Structure and Funding 

 
 
This chapter reviews the administrative structure and budget for parks and recreation within the 
Charter Township of Oshtemo.  Although the Township is the primary recreation provider by 
way of the two Township parks, there are several other providers of parks and recreation 
facilities in the community including Kalamazoo Public Schools, Van Buren County, Kalamazoo 
College, Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy, and various private entities.  The Township 
does not provide formal recreational programming for its residents, but there are several options 
available through adjacent communities and private providers.  Please see Chapter 3 for further 
discussion regarding facility ownership and an inventory of all facilities in the Township including 
those not publicly owned. 
 
 
Administration 
 
Oshtemo Charter Township does not have a formal parks and recreation department.  
Administration and day-to-day management of the parks is the responsibility of the Township 
Supervisor’s office, with assistance from a Parks Administrator.  Maintenance of park facilities is 
primarily conducted by Township staff, with the exception of snowplowing of trails and paths, 
which are contracted to private companies.  The Township’s Buildings and Grounds Committee 
plays a key role in outlining maintenance schedules and best management practices.  (See 
Figure 2.1 – Administrative Structure.) 
 
Providing parks and recreation opportunities to the Township begins at the top with the 
residents, who entrust these assets to the Township Board. The Parks Committee is a 
subcommittee of the Township Board that serves as an advisory body and oversees the 
planning, management and budgetary decisions regarding parks in the Township.  Two 
members of the Township Board volunteer to sit on the Committee and are appointed by their 
peers. In addition, two residents are appointed by the Board to serve on the Committee. 
 
The Parks Committee meets once a month and is provided with a budget dedicated from the 
Township’s general fund.  This budget helps maintain and improve the Township parks and 
facilities.  The Parks Administrator is the key staff person within the Supervisor’s Department 
responsible for administration and day to day management of the parks facilities as well as the 
goals of this plan.   
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FIGURE 2.1 
Administrative Structure 

 

 
 
 
Volunteers  
The Oshtemo Friends of the Parks was created in 2011 by the Township Board, recognizing the 
need to use the volunteerism and philanthropy of residents and businesses to further the quality 
of life in the Township via parks. The mission of the citizen volunteers is to promote the 
expanded stewardship and preservation of natural features within the community, to further the 
development and maintenance of existing and future parks in keeping with adopted park plans, 
and to effectively advocate Township parks as community resources for all to enjoy. One of their 
major endeavors is the annual Consumers Sunburst Run, a 5K/10K run to raise funds for the 
Parks. 
 
In 2006, a Downtown Development Authority (DDA) was formed to help recreate a village-like 
atmosphere at the site of the original Township settlement at 9th Street and Stadium Drive. 
Through zoning and development standards adopted in 2008, the Oshtemo Village area is on 
the way to becoming a compact, walkable, mixed-use environment.  A streetscape master plan 
completed in 2010 recommended a variety of improvements, including development of public 
open space on an underutilized property at the northwest corner of the intersection of Stadium 
and 9th Street.   
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The Oshtemo Historical Society (OHS) was formed in 2004 to help with the preservation of key 
historic structures.  Their mission is to preserve and disseminate knowledge of the history of the 
surrounding area. The primary focus of the OHS has been the rehabilitation of the Drake 
Farmstead, which has benefited from thousands of volunteer hours of work on the house and 
grounds.  In addition, the Society meets monthly to learn about a variety of historic topics and 
discuss ways to preserve the Township’s historic structures.  
 
In addition, the Township maintains strong relationships with the Oshtemo Rotary Club, the 
Kalamazoo Wiffleball League, and a disc golf organization called the Basket K’Aces.  
Volunteers from each organization have been invaluable in helping to construct, maintain, and 
help raise funds for Township parks. 
 
Public Entity Relationships 
A new paved loop trail linking Township Park to its next door neighbor, the Oshtemo branch of 
the Kalamazoo Public Library, was constructed in 2012. Building on this connection, the Friends 
of the Parks partnered with the library to provide outdoor family programs in the summer of 
2012 and 2013. This valuable new partnership opens up exciting possibilities for programming 
and interpretive information.  
 
 
Parks and Recreation Funding 
 
The Township parks and recreation operating budget for the 2013 fiscal year is $289,500.  This 
is 4.6% of the total $6,350,765 budget for the Township.  The funds come from the Township’s 
general fund and are generally utilized for maintenance and operations of the facilities and for 
special projects.  Table 2.1 summarizes the parks and recreation budget for the actual 
expenditures in 2012, the amended budget in 2013, and the requested budget for 2014.  
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TABLE 2.1 – PARKS BUDGET EXPENDITURES 
2012-2014 

 2012 Actual 
Expenditures 

2013 Amended 
Budget 

2014 Projected 
Budget 

Administrative Expenses $12,854 $34,292 $29,573 

Consultants $6,015 $32,000 $55,500 

Utilities  $11,831 $14,000 $14,000 

Land Acquisition $70,000 $35,000 $35,000 

Capital Improvements & 
Development - $65,750 $72,500 

Capital Improvements through 
Grants $466,439 $58,000 x 

Grant match   $36,000 

Supplies and Maintenance 
Services $33,898 $34,200 $36,700 

Drake Homestead $11,009 $10,993 $12,000 

Contingency - $5,265  

Total Parks Expenditures $612,046 $289,500 $291,273 

Source: Oshtemo Charter Township, 2013 
 
There is currently no independent revenue source for parks and recreation (e.g. user fees, 
millage, etc.) in the Township with the exception of a small amount of funding collected from 
rental fees for the Township Park picnic shelter, the Community Center, the Grange Hall, and 
limited other special events.  Table 2.2 below illustrates the revenues to the Parks Budget and 
shows that the greatest source of revenue is transfers from the General Fund with only small 
amounts coming from independent revenue sources.  
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TABLE 2.2 – PARKS BUDGET REVENUES 
2012-2014 

 Actual 2012 
Budget 

Amended 
2013 Budget 

2014 Projected 
Budget 

Donations $5,000 $0 $0 
Rental Fees – Grange Hall $4,160 $2,500 $2,500 
Rental Fees – Community Center $12,610 $9,000 $10,000 
Park Reservation Fee (new in 2009) $1,180 $1,000 $2,500 
Interest $521 $0 $100 
Transfer from General Fund $118,159 $100,000 $62,373 
Carryover $250,000 $177,000 $213,800 

Total Parks Revenues $810,815 $289,500 $291,273 
Source: Oshtemo Charter Township, 2013 
 
With a Parks and Recreation Plan in place, the Township Board may consider seeking a millage 
to help fund the Parks budget.  Any decision on whether or not to seek a millage will depend on 
the fiscal constraints of the general fund and the specific parks and recreation goals expected to 
be realized both in the near future and long-term.   
 
 
Parks and Recreation Endowment Fund 
 
In 2008 the Oshtemo Township Board approved the establishment of the Oshtemo Charter 
Township Parks and Recreation Endowment Fund at the Kalamazoo Community Foundation.  
The fund was started with an initial contribution of $150,000, which was the remainder of a 
much larger grant made by The Upjohn Company to the Kalamazoo Community Foundation in 
1988.  Originally, the funds were marked for road improvements around the KL Landfill site.  
However, when these repairs were deemed unnecessary, these remaining funds were made 
available to Oshtemo Township for their parks, recreation, and open space projects, prompting 
establishment of this Fund.  The fund provides an opportunity for community members, 
businesses, and other interested parties to contribute to park and recreation priorities. 
Distributions of money must be approved by the Township Board.  As an endowment fund, the 
earnings of the fund, and not the principal, are available for spending.  This will ensure the 
longevity of the fund.  The fund represents a sustainable, independent revenue source 
specifically for Parks and Recreation in the Township.  Since it was established, all earnings 
have been reinvested in the fund in order to build for the long term growth and maintenance of 
the parks system.  It has grown to $212,000. 
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Parks and Recreation MNRTF Grant History 
 
Oshtemo Township has received three state grants from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund. The first grant (TF 86-074) was awarded in 1986 and totaled $117,600 for the acquisition 
of 68 acres of land for the Oshtemo Township Park.  In 2010, a development grant of $500,000 
was awarded for improvements to Oshtemo Township Park.  A third grant was awarded in 2012 
and will total $300,000 for improvements to Flesher Field Park. 
 



 
Oshtemo Charter Township   December 2013 
Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan  Page 19 

Chapter 3 
Parks and Recreation Inventory 

 
 
For the Parks and Recreation Plan and this inventory of facilities to be meaningful, it is necessary to 
consider recreation resources not only in Oshtemo Township but also in surrounding jurisdictions. 
Township residents have ready access to parks in neighboring communities. Recognizing that 
people will cross these boundaries for existing recreation opportunities aids decision-makers in 
evaluating overall recreational needs and in allocating limited funds to land acquisition and park 
development. 
 
Information used in this inventory was collected from previous parks and recreation plans for area 
communities, as well as aerial photography analysis and internet research. The following 
descriptions highlight the major amenities of each recreation facility and provide a key to Map 3 - 
Regional Parks and Recreation Facilities, which shows the location of each facility.  The grid 
number identified for some facilities refer to the location of the site on Map 3. 
 
 
Township Parks  
 
Oshtemo Township operates two parks, four historic community buildings, and a township hall. It 
also owns two undeveloped properties that are proposed for future parkland.  
 
An inventory of the parks and facilities is presented below and shown on Map 2 –Township Parks 
and Recreation Inventory and Table 3.1 – Township and Local Parks and Recreation Facility 
Inventory.  Each of the parks and facilities are broken into categories based on size and function.  
These categories are suggested by the National Recreation and Parks Association and are meant 
to aid in determining the primary purpose and uses of existing facilities in the Township.  A brief 
assessment of the size, quality, and amount of wear and tear is included.  
 
Mini and Neighborhood Parks 
 
Mini parks are small, specialized parks that are usually less than one acre in size and serve the 
needs of the residents in the immediate area, usually within a one-quarter mile radius.  These parks 
normally serve a limited, isolated, or unique population.  Neighborhood parks are typically multi-
purpose facilities that serve as the recreational and social focus of a neighborhood.  They provide 
opportunities for both passive and active recreation activities, such as fields, playgrounds, 
picnicking, and trails.  These parks are typically between five and ten acres in size and serve 
residents within one-half mile.  Oshtemo Township owns one facility that can be classified as a 
Mini/Neighborhood Park. Although not noted here, school facilities can help serve this need in the 
community. 
 
Grange Hall [grid D3]  
Grange Hall is located on North 3rd Street in the northwest quadrant of the Township.  The building 
contains an upper and lower level available for rent to Township residents.  The lower level has 
capacity for 50 people with a complete kitchen, and the upper level can hold up to 150 people and 
offers a full stage. The building lacks barrier-free access, which limits the number of groups 
interested in using it.  However, a dance group and a Grange Association utilize the building 
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regularly.  Despite its limitations, the historic building is attractive and in good condition. The site 
also contains a swing set, picnic area, and basketball court, classifying it as a neighborhood park.  
 
Community Parks 
 
Community parks typically contain a wide variety of recreation facilities to meet the diverse needs of 
residents in the area.  Community parks may include areas for intense active recreation as well as 
passive recreation opportunities not commonly found in mini or neighborhood parks.  The intent of 
these parks is to meet community-based recreation needs, as well as preserve unique landscapes 
and open spaces.  Community parks are generally between 30 and 50 acres in size and serve 
residents within one-half to three miles of the park.  Community parks may also include smaller 
parks that are more specialized in nature and are meant to serve the entire community.  Oshtemo 
Township has two developed parks that can be classified as Community Parks.   
 
Flesher Field Park [grid E4]  
This park measures 24 acres in area and is located on 9th Street south of Stadium Drive. Half of the 
park is mowed and used for active recreation and half is wooded and used for passive recreation 
and natural resource protection.  Flesher Field includes soccer fields, one baseball field, two 
wiffleball fields, play equipment, unpaved walking paths, a flower garden, and a picnic shelter. The 
Township’s annual Fun Day occurs at Flesher Field every summer.  Although the park has been 
carefully maintained, the active portion of the park is used often by many sports leagues and 
community groups and is showing signs of wear and tear.   Lack of accessibility is also an issue. A 
master plan for the park was completed in 2009. Funding for the first of three phases of 
improvements is in place and construction will occur in the fall of 2013. Phase 1 will include 
replacement of the parking lot and restroom building and construction of a .17 mile paved loop trail.  
Fundraising for Phase Two is underway. 
 
Oshtemo Township Park [grid D4]  
This park measures roughly 70 acres in area and is located behind the Township Hall at West Main 
and 7th Streets.  It features both an active recreation area and a hilly, wooded area for passive 
recreation.  Based on a master plan for the park completed in 2009, major upgrades were 
completed in 2012, thanks in part to funding from a MNRTF development grant.  Accessible new 
amenties include two paved loop trails, a playground, an additional picnic shelter, two tennis courts, 
two basketball courts, a wiffleball field, restroom building, and parking lot. Minor improvements were 
also made to the existing 18-hole disc golf course and to the many unpaved walking trails in the 
wooded area of the park. A new overlook was also constructed in 2012.  The park has become 
extremely popular, attracting many more visitors following these improvements.  With the recent 
upgrades, most of the park is in excellent condition.  One exception is the disc golf course, which is 
heavily used throughout the year and is showing wear and tear. 

 
 
Township Facilities 
 
In addition to the Grange Hall, there are four other community buildings that are owned and 
maintained by the Township.  Unlike the Grange Hall, however, there are no specific recreational 
amenities provided at these facilities.  Each is significant for cultural and/or historical purposes, and 
because they are publicly owned, they each hold the potential for future park or recreation 
development at some scale. 
 
 



3 – Parks and Recreation Inventory 

 
Oshtemo Charter Township   December 2013 
Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan  Page 21 

Drake Farmstead [grid D5]  
The Drake Farmstead is located on fifteen acres on the west side of Drake Road, north of the 
Maple Hill Mall.  Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2012, the site contains an 
historic brick farmhouse that is owned by the Township and cared for by the Oshtemo Historical 
Society.  The Drake Farmstead is the site of the first settlement and school in the Township.  A 
number of improvements have been done to the home and future plans include a museum, 
historical research room and event space.  The Township expanded the property in 2012 and plans 
to conduct a master planning process with public input in 2014 to determine the best use of the 
property. 
 
Old Oshtemo Township Hall [grid D4]  
The Old Township Hall is located on South 8th Street. The hall was added to the National Register 
of Historic Places in 2004 for its historical significance and vernacular architectural style.  It is used 
as a meeting place by a 4-H club.  The building is not accessible and lacks permanent restroom 
facilities. 
 
Oshtemo Community Center [grid E4]  
The Oshtemo Community Center is located on Parkview Avenue near the intersection of Parkview 
and Stadium Drive.  The center is a historical fire station that was renovated into two separate 
rooms that hold between 40 and 60 people. The rooms are available for use by Township residents 
for a small rental fee.  It is accessible and in excellent condition. 
 
Oshtemo Township Hall [grid D4]  
The Township Hall is located at West Main and 7th Streets and is home to the Township offices and 
the Oshtemo Fire Department House #1. 
 
 
Undeveloped Township Parkland 
 
In addition to the developed park facilities, the Township also owns two vacant properties that have 
the potential to be developed into active and/or passive recreational facilities that will serve the 
Township as community parks.  We have classified them here as Community Parks. 
 
KL Avenue Landfill [grid E3]  
This capped, former landfill occupies 87-acres of land on KL Avenue, just east of 4th Street. 
Currently, the area is divided into four parcels, of which the Township owns one 22.5 acre parcel. 
The remaining three parcels are owned by Kalamazoo County. Additionally, the Township owns a 
vacant 26-acre parcel directly to the west of the landfill site. Much potential exists for a partnership 
with Kalamazoo County to develop a park on the 113-acre site. 
 
Stadium Park Way Park [grid E4] 
A second vacant, Township-owned parcel is the 17-acre parcel of land at the end of Stadium Park 
Way which was part of 36 acres of land formerly identified as the Viking Die Cast and Midwest 
Aluminum properties. The once contaminated land was cleaned by the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality prior to the Township’s acquisition in 2003. All 36 acres were acquired by the 
Township with two small parcels subsequently sold off and this 17-acre parcel, with a pond and 
woods, retained for a future park. 
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Local Parks and Recreation Facilities 
 
Many of the communities near Oshtemo Township have their own park facilities, and while not 
directly supported by Oshtemo residents, these parks are generally open for Oshtemo residents to 
use and enjoy and within a short distance of the Township. 
 
Trails 
 
Kal-Haven Trail State Park [grids C1 – C4] 
Oshtemo Township contains the eastern trailhead of the Kal-Haven Trail State Park, a 35-mile 
linear park connecting Kalamazoo to the City of South Haven on the Lake Michigan shoreline. A 
former railroad corridor, the Kal-Haven Trail today is a crushed-limestone path offering opportunities 
for biking, hiking, equestrian recreation, and cross-country skiing and snowmobiling in the winter.  
The trailhead on 10th Street includes a parking lot, pit-toilets, benches, and a train caboose that 
serves as a small office and visitor center. 
 
Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway [grids C1 – C4] 
The Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway currently includes 17 miles of 12’ wide asphalt trail.  One 
terminus is at the Kal-Haven Trailhead on 10th Street, providing access to downtown Kalamazoo 
and beyond. Recently constructed trail spurs also connect to other local and regional recreation 
facilities, such as Markin Glen County Park and the Kalamazoo Nature Center. Once completed, 
the trailway will include 35 miles of trail throughout Kalamazoo County, connecting Oshtemo to 
Battle Creek’s Linear Park in Calhoun County to the east. The trailway will eventually extend south 
to the Portage Creek Bicentennial Park Trail in the City of Portage as well.  
 
Local Parks 
 
Al Sabo Land Preserve [grid F4]  
The 741-acre preserve is on the north side of Texas Drive, near 10th Street, in Texas Township. 
While the preserve was created to protect groundwater supply wells, hikers and mountain bikers 
can explore diverse woodland and wetland habitats. 
 
Alamo Township Park [grid C4] 
Alamo Township Park measures 17 acres and is located on the north side of DE Avenue between 
5th and 6th Streets. In addition to picnic areas and restrooms, this park offers eight ballfields, hiking 
trails, and ample parking. 
 
Gobles Sports Fields [grid C1]  
The sports fields are located just east of the City of Gobles on County Road 388 and comprise 32 
acres of land. The four baseball diamonds and two soccer fields are jointly maintained by the City 
and Pine Grove Township. 
 
Kendall Park [grid C2]  
Kendall Park is a half acre park with a picnic shelter in the hamlet of Kendall, at the corner of 
County Road 388 and 27th street. The Kal-Haven Trail runs through Pine Grove Township, with an 
access point on 27th Street just south of Kendall Park. 
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Stroud Family Park [grid D5]  
The park includes 1.5 acres of active recreation land on the south side of Grand Prairie Road, west 
of Nichols Road, in Kalamazoo Township. Facilities include eight ballfields, four tennis courts, picnic 
areas, and parking. 
 
Texas Drive Park [grid F4] 
The park is located on Texas Drive between 8th and 10th Streets, and provides amenities including a 
playground, park benches, picnic pavilion, basketball court, soccer/football field, and paved trails in 
the five acre park. 
 
City of Kalamazoo Parks 
 
The City of Kalamazoo operates a large municipal parks and recreation department, with over 35 
facilities available to area residents. The facilities nearest to Oshtemo Township are Frays Park, 
Knollwood Park, and Woods Lake Park.  Mayor’s Riverfront Park and Milham Park are also popular 
facilities in the City among Township residents.   
 
Frays Park [grid D5]  
The park measures 11 acres and is located on Canterbury Avenue, east of Drake Road. Park 
amenities include play equipment, picnic facilities, tennis and volleyball courts, and an 880-foot 
running track. 

 
Knollwood Park [grid E5]  
Knollwood Park measures 20 acres and is located at the south end of Greenwood Avenue near 
Westbrook Street with a play area, picnic facilities, soccer fields, disc golf, and walking trails.  
 
Mayor’s Riverfront Park [grid D6]  
The park measures 380 acres and is located on Mills Street near downtown Kalamazoo. It offers 
basketball courts, a playground, pavilion and picnicking, paved trails along the Kalamazoo River, 
and a canoe launch. 
 
Milham Park [grid E6] 
This 49 acre park on East Kilgore Road includes trails, picnic facilities, ball fields, and playgrounds 
interspersed on land surrounding the Portage Creek.  Immediately adjacent is the publicly owned 
and maintained Milham Park Golf Course.   
 
Woods Lake Park [grid E5]  
The park is 6.5 acres located on Oakland Drive, north of Parkview Avenue and offers picnic 
facilities, a swimming beach, fishing, canoe launch, restrooms, and a nature walk. 

 
City of Portage Parks 
 
The City of Portage, southeast of Oshtemo Township, maintains more than 15 parks and recreation 
facilities, five of which, Bicentennial Park and Celery Flats, Harbors West, Haverhill, Oakland Drive 
Parks and Westfield are readily accessible to Township residents.   

 
Bicentennial Park and Celery Flats [grid F6] 
The 205-acre park is located along the Portage Creek with 3.5 miles of multi-use trail, over eight 
miles of paths, canoeing, fishing, playgrounds, shelters and picnicking.  The park also contains the 
Celery Flats Interpretative Center and historical area.  Celery Flats highlights the heritage of celery 
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farming in Portage and Kalamazoo County and includes four relocated structures as part of the 
historical area.  The facilities are available to rent for events. 
 
Harbors West Park [grid F5]  
The park measures 6 acres and is located near Angling Road, north of Milham Avenue. Park 
amenities include basketball and volleyball courts, roller hockey rink, play equipment, picnic 
facilities, and walking/biking trails. 
 
Haverhill Park [grid F5]  
Haverhill Park measures 4 acres and is located on Hampton Street, east of Oakland Drive. The 
park includes basketball and tennis courts, roller hockey rink, play equipment, picnic facilities, and 
biking trails. Haverhill Park is located along the Northwest Portage Bikeway, a 2.8 mile section of 
paved, off-road, multi-use trail in the northwest area of the City. 
 
Millennium Park [grid F6] 
The one acre park in the heart of the shopping district contains a reflecting pond, fountain, and an 
amphitheater for entertainment during the summer.  In the winter, the park is converted to an 
outdoor skating rink with opportunities for skate rentals.   
 
Oakland Drive Park [grid F5]  
The park measures 19 acres and is located on the west side of Oakland Drive at Schuring Road. 
Oakland Drive Park offers multiple sports facilities (basketball, tennis, and volleyball courts; soccer 
and softball fields), picnic tables and grills, playground, walking trails, and a sledding hill. 
 
Westfield Park [grid F5]  
Westfield Park measures 12 acres and is located at the intersection of Milham Avenue and 12th 
Street. Multiple sports facilities (basketball, tennis, soccer, volleyball, softball field), picnic tables 
and grills, and a playground are located at the park. 
 
Additional Facilities 
 
Asylum Lake Preserve [grid E5] 
The 274-acre Asylum Lake Preserve is located on the west side of the City of Kalamazoo and is 
owned by Western Michigan University.  The lake and adjoining property are preserved as a 
passive recreation area under an agreement between WMU and the City of Kalamazoo.  It provides 
a popular hiking, walking, and fishing area for residents.  The preserve also serves as a research 
area for WMU students and faculty. 
 
Bronson Athletic Club [grid F4] 
This facility, located south of the Township on Elm Valley Drive, is owned by Bronson Healthcare.  It 
includes a swimming pool, basketball court, racquetball court, indoor track, cardio and weight-lifting 
machines, and group exercise classes.  Membership is available to the public. 
 
Kalamazoo Community Soccer Complex [grid E5] 
This facility on Drake Road just to the east of the Township boundary contains 10 soccer fields and 
is home to six different soccer leagues.  Restrooms and support facilities are provided as well.   
 
Kalamazoo Sportsplex [grid E4] 
Sportsplex, a commercial facility, is located just south of the Township boundary on 9th Street.  The 
facility contains the 22,000 square foot S.W.A.T. Fitness Club, 100,000 square foot Twin Star Ice 
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Arena with two sheets of ice, 9ine Lounge and Grill, The Sportsplex is home to the Twin Star 
Outlaw hockey team and Kalamazoo Figure Skating Club. 
 
Kindleberger Park [grid D6] 
The 40-acre Kindleberger Park is located on the south side of Park Avenue in the City of 
Parchment. Amenities include four Little League baseball diamonds, two softball diamonds, roller 
hockey and tennis courts, picnic pavilions, two playgrounds, paved trails, and a formal garden with 
gazebo, which can be reserved for special events. 
 
KL Avenue Nature Preserve [grid E3] 
This 70 acre nature preserve is located at the corner of 4th Street and KL Avenue.  It was opened by 
the Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy in 2012. The site is wooded with rolling hills, walking 
paths, and a small parking area.  Its proximity to the Township’s KL Avenue Landfill site offers 
exciting possibilities for a green infrastructure connection. 
 
Lillian Anderson Arboretum [grid D4] 
Located adjacent to the Oshtemo Township Park and owned by Kalamazoo College, the 140-acre 
Lillian Anderson Arboretum provides an important recreational resource for both the college and the 
community. While conservation and research are the primary objectives of the facility, low-impact 
recreation such as hiking, nature study, and cross-country skiing is permitted. 
 
Mattawan Little League Baseball Fields [grid F2] 
Located on Front Street in the Village of Mattawan, the Mattawan Little League Baseball Fields 
provide area teams with nine diamonds available for practice and games on 22 acres of land.  
 
Meadow Run Dog Park [grid E4] 
Located on 8th Street in Oshtemo Township, this 25 acre, privately owned facility offers exercise 
space and other amenities for dogs and their owners for a fee. 
 
West Hills Athletic Club [grid E4] 
Located on 11th Street in Oshtemo Township, this indoor facility is owned by Western Michigan 
University.  It offers ten indoor tennis courts, an indoor track, cardio and weight-lifting machines, 
and group exercise classes. Membership is available to the public. 
 
West Portage Little League Complex [grid F5] 
This baseball and softball complex on 12th Street between Center Street and Milham Avenue 
contains 16 different fields for all varieties of games and levels of play.  An equipment shelter and 
restroom and concession facility is also provided.   
 
 
Barrier-Free Accessibility 
 
The passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) requires all areas of public 
service, including parks and other recreation facilities, to have barrier-free accessibility.  In 
accordance with the MDNR standards, Oshtemo facilities were evaluated based on a five-point 
system to determine if a person with any of the following criteria can safely and independently 
access and use the park or facility: has limited sight or is blind; uses a wheelchair; has a hearing 
impairment or is deaf; uses a walking aid; and/or has a mental impairment.  The system is 
described below and the accessibility rankings for Township, City of Kalamazoo, and City of 
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Portage parks and facilities can be found in Table 3.1 – Township and Local Parks and Recreation 
Facility Inventory. 
 
 Level 1.  The park is not accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities.  

The site includes little paved areas and the facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas 
are not easily accessible. 

 Level 2.  The park is somewhat accessible to people with a broad range of physical 
disabilities.  Either the parking area or pathways are paved, but not both.  Many of the 
facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas are not easily accessible. 

 Level 3.  The park is mostly accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities.  
Most of the parking areas and pathways are paved, and some of the facilities such as play 
equipment or picnic areas are accessible but may be completely barrier-free. 

 Level 4.  The park is completely accessible to people with a broad range of physical 
disabilities.  Parking areas and pathways are paved, and most of the facilities such as play 
equipment or picnic areas are easily accessible. 

 Level 5.  The entire park was developed or renovated using the principles of universal 
design, a design approach which enables all environments to be usable by everyone, to the 
greatest extent possible, regardless of age, ability, or situation. 
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Table 3.1 – Township and Local Parks and 
Recreation Facility Inventory 
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Flesher Field  24 3 1 2    •   • • •   •        • 
Oshtemo Township Park  70 3  1 2 •   2  2 • •   •        • 
Former KL Avenue Landfill  22.5 - Undeveloped 
Stadium Park Way Park  17 - Undeveloped 

To
w
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p 
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Drake Farmstead 15 3                       
Grange Hall 2.3 3   •       • •            
Old Oshtemo Township Hall - 3                       
Oshtemo Community Center - 3                       
Oshtemo Township Hall - 5                       
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 Kal-Haven Trail State Park  35 miles 3            •  • •        

Kalamazoo River Valley Trail  17 miles 3              • •        
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Al Sabo Land Preserve 741 N/A              • •       • 
Alamo Township Park 17 N/A 8        • • •   •          
Gobles Sports Fields 32 N/A 4     2                 
Kendall Park  0.5 N/A          •     •        
Stroud Family Park 1.5 N/A 8      4  • • •            
Texas Drive Park 5 N/A   •   •   • • •   • •        
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 Frays Park  11 4       • •  • •  •          

Knollwood Park  20 2      • •   • •   •         
Mayor’s Waterfront Park 380 5 •  •   •    • •   • •        
Woods Lake Park  6.5 4          •      •       
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 Bicentennial Park/Celery Flats 205 5         • • •   • •   •    • 
Harbors West Park  6 5   •  •   • • • •   • •        
Haverhill Park  4 5   •  •  •   • •    •        
Millennium Park 1 5     •     •     •        
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Table 3.1 – Township and Local Parks and 
Recreation Facility Inventory 
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Oakland Drive Park  19 5 •  •   • • •  • •   •   •      
Westfield Park  12 5 •  •   • • • • • •            

A
dd
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on
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Asylum Lake Preserve 274 N/A                      • 
Bronson Athletic Club - N/A   •     •     •   •       
Kalamazoo Community 
Soccer Complex - N/A      10                 

Kalamazoo Sportsplex - 5     2           •       
Kindleberger Park (Parchment)  40 N/A 2 4   •  •  • • 2   • •        
Lillian Anderson Arboretum  140 2              •        • 
Mattawan Little League Fields  22 N/A 1 8                     
Meadow Run Dog Park 25 N/A                       
West Hills Athletic Club - N/A       10      •          
West Portage Little League 
Complex - N/A 16                      

N/A = Information Not Available
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Regional Recreation Resources 
 
Regional parks offer unique natural features that are particularly suited for outdoor recreation, such 
as viewing and studying nature, fishing, boating, hiking, and trail use. Many also include active play 
areas such as ball fields or courts. While these parks are not owned by Oshtemo Township, they 
provide active and passive recreational opportunities to the residents of the community.  Regional 
facilities are provided by Kalamazoo County, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and 
the National Park Service.  The facilities are shown on Map 3 – Regional Parks and Recreation 
Facilities.   
 
Kalamazoo County 
 
Kalamazoo County owns and operates six parks, two of which are within easy access of Oshtemo 
Township residents.  
 
Markin Glen Park [grid C6]  
Markin Glen Park, which straddles North Westnedge Avenue north of G Avenue in Cooper 
Township, was originally a private estate that was transferred to the City of Kalamazoo for use as a 
park. The County took control of the park in 1988, and with the opening of the west side of the park 
six years later, area residents enjoy barrier-free access to 160 acres of woodlands, meadows, and 
lakeshore. Amenities include fishing, camping, a swimming beach, tennis courts, picnic facilities, 
and an extensive system of trails. 
 
Prairie View Park [grid H6] 
Located in Schoolcraft Township and owned by the County since 1960, Prairie View Park offers 
regional-scale amenities such as boat launches and a swimming beach on Hogset Lake. Multiple 
sports fields, playgrounds, picnic areas, and hiking trails round out the available facilities. A beach 
house with fireplace provides winter-time patrons with a warm place to gather. 
 
State of Michigan 
 
Fort Custer Recreation Area [grid D10] 
The nearest State Recreation Area is the 3,000-acre Fort Custer Recreation Area just south of 
Augusta. Once owned by the federal government for use as a military training center during World 
War II, the land was transferred to the State in 1971. Amenities include hunting, fishing, swimming, 
mountain biking, camping (cabin, tent, and trailer), boating access to three lakes and the 
Kalamazoo River, winter recreation, and 25 miles of trails for hikers, mountain bikers, and 
equestrians. The North Country National Scenic Trail and the planned Kalamazoo River Valley 
Trailway both run through the Recreation Area. 
 
Gourdneck State Game Area [grid G5] 
Located southeast of Oshtemo Township along US-131, the area offers approximately four square 
miles of State-owned recreation land for hunting, fishing, and wildlife viewing. An access ramp to 
Sugarloaf Lake is located on Shaver Road, north of U Avenue, in the City of Portage.  
 
Public Lake Access Points [multiple locations] 
Several lakes outside of the Township have public access points with boat launches managed by 
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.  They offer opportunities for fishing, kayaking, and 
canoeing.  Some also include access for swimming, though none have an improved beach.  Nearby 
lakes include Fish Lake [grid D2], North Lake [grid C2], Wolf Lake [grid D2], and Eagle Lake [grid 
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F3].  Bonniecastle and Dustin Lakes are located in the Township, but neither offer a public lake 
access point. 
 
Van Buren State Park [not on map] 
This 400-acre park features a mile of sandy beach and high dune formations on Lake Michigan.  
Located south of South Haven, it offers visitors an opportunity to swim, hike, and picnic.  A play 
area and campground with 220 sites is also available. 
 
Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery Visitor Center [grid D2] 
Owned by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, the Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery 
Visitor Center on M-43 in Almena Township provides the public with a chance to learn about the 
State's fisheries management and conservation efforts. Outdoor observation ponds and an indoor 
interpretive center, both free of charge, teach all ages about the biology, habitats, and management 
of Great Lakes fish species. 
 
National Park Service 
 
North Country National Scenic Trail [grids A10 – C10] 
The only federal park or recreation facility near Oshtemo Township is the North Country National 
Scenic Trail, which crosses the northeast corner of Kalamazoo County. Like other National Scenic 
Trails, including the Appalachian Trail and the Pacific Crest Trail, the North Country Trail is 
administered by the National Park Service and maintained through the cooperation of local trail 
groups. While only 1,800 off-road miles of the planned route have been formally designated, the 
trail will be the longest off-road hiking trail in the United States when completed, stretching 4,600 
miles from New York to North Dakota.  
 
 
Private Recreation Facilities  
 
Formula K Family Fun Park [grid F2]  
The park is a commercial recreation facility located on Main Street in Mattawan, just south of I-94. 
Available attractions include go-karts, paintball, bumper cars, miniature golf, an arcade and snack 
bar, and more. It operates during the extended summer season. 



3 – Parks and Recreation Inventory 
 

 
Oshtemo Charter Township   December 2013 
Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan   Page 33 

Golf Courses 
Within ten miles of Oshtemo Township, there are a number of public and private golf courses. Brief 
information on local courses is provided in the table below: 
 

TABLE 3.2 
Area Golf Courses 

 
 

Course Name # Holes Rating Location Grid 
The Prairies Golf Club 18 holes Par 72 Oshtemo Township D5 

Ridgeview Golf Course 18 holes par 71 Oshtemo Township D3 

Thornapple Creek Golf Club 18 holes par 71 Alamo Township C4 

Heritage Glen Golf Club 18 holes par 72 Almena Township E1 

Crestview Golf Course 18 holes par 70 Cooper Township B6 

Red Arrow Golf Course 9 holes par 34 City of Kalamazoo D6 

Milham Park Golf Course 18 holes par 72 City of Kalamazoo E6 

Grand Prairie Golf Course 9 holes par 30 Kalamazoo Township D5 

Shamrock Hills Golf Club 18 holes par 66 Pine Grove Township B1 

 
Kalamazoo College [grid D6] 
Kalamazoo College is located in the City of Kalamazoo and is the home to 1,340 students and a 
number of recreational facilities, some of which are available to Township residents.  The college’s 
athletic and recreational facilities include Anderson Athletic Center (basketball, volleyball, weight 
rooms, dance studio, sauna and training room), Angell Field/Calder Fieldhouse (football), 
Mackenzie Field (soccer), Markin Racquet Center (tennis, racquetball and squash), Natatorium 
(swimming and diving), Softball Field, Stowe Stadium (tennis), and Woodworth Field (baseball). 
 
Kalamazoo Nature Center [grid C6] 
The Nature Center is located on North Westnedge Avenue approximately five miles north of the 
City of Kalamazoo and is one of the oldest nature centers in the United States. With 1,100 acres of 
protected open space, the Kalamazoo Nature Center offers opportunities for hiking, nature study, 
and interpretive programs for children and adults. A nominal admission fee is waived for supporting 
members of the Center. 
 
Kellogg Biological Station [grid B10] 
The Kellogg Biological Station is located north of Augusta and near Gull Lake and is operated as a 
research and teaching facility of Michigan State University. In addition to research facilities and 
Extension offices, the station includes the Kellogg Bird Sanctuary and the Kellogg Farm and Dairy 
Center.  Guided and self-guided tours of the bird sanctuary and dairy center are available for a 
minimal charge. The nearby Kellogg Experimental Forest [grid C10] is also affiliated with 
Michigan State University. Limited recreational opportunities, including picnicking, hiking, bow 
hunting, and self-guided tours are available at the Experimental Forest. 
 
Timber Ridge Ski Area [grid B2]  
Timber Ridge is located in Pine Grove Township, northeast of the City of Gobles in Van Buren 
County. This commercial facility offers multiple winter recreation opportunities, with 15 downhill ski 
and snowboard runs, five chairlifts, a snow tubing area, and instructional classes.  
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Western Michigan University [grid E5]  
Western Michigan University is located in the City of Kalamazoo with over 25,000 students and a 
number of recreational facilities, some of which are available to Township residents.  Western is 
also home to the Miller Auditorium, the third largest concert hall in Michigan.  The athletic and 
recreational facilities include the Student Recreation Center along with the Donald Seelye Athletic 
Center (football and indoor practice facility), Waldo Stadium (football), Read Fieldhouse (basketball, 
volleyball and gymnastics), Lawson Arena (hockey and figure skating), Gable Natatorium 
(swimming), Hyames Field (baseball), Ebert Field (softball), Sorenson Courts/West Hills Athletic 
Club (tennis), Kanley Track (track and field), WMU Soccer Complex, and The Moors Golf Course. 
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 Chapter 4 
Basis for Action Plan 

 
 
An essential task in the recreation planning process is to determine the needs of the community, 
as they serve as a basis for the development of the action plan.  This task is accomplished 
using a compilation of several methods, including comparing the community to national 
recreation guidelines for the size of the community, information gathered during the public input 
process, and consultation with Township staff and the Parks Committee. 
 
 
Planning and Public Input Process 
 
Planning Process   
The Oshtemo Township Board, through the Parks Committee, directed the update of the 
Oshtemo Charter Township Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  Citizen and 
Township input played a critical role in the development of the plan.  As a result, 
recommendations described within the action plan reflect the needs and ideas of those who use 
the Township’s parks and recreation facilities.  The plan process included seven tasks which are 
discussed below. 
 
 Task One: Community Description.  The first task was to obtain a description of 

Oshtemo Township’s physical and social characteristics.  These include location, land 
use, environmental and natural features, as well as population statistics including age 
distribution, people with physical disabilities, household types, employment, and income. 

 
 Task Two: Administrative Structure and Funding.  The second task was to obtain 

and review the administrative structure of the Township’s parks and recreation 
organization.  This analysis also includes a review of the current and projected revenues 
and expenditures for the Township as well as the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund grant history. 

 
 Task Three: Parks and Recreation Inventory.  The parks and recreation inventory 

included site visits and written descriptions of facilities in Oshtemo Township including 
Township parks, local parks, and private facilities.  A list of neighboring communities’ 
facilities, City, County, State, as well as National Parks within a short distance of 
Oshtemo Township is also included.  The information includes the acreage, barrier-free 
accessibility, types of recreation activities, types of equipment, and other descriptions of 
the physical attributes of the area’s facilities.   

 
 Task Four: Public Participation.  The public participation process included two public 

meetings held in the new picnic shelter at Township Park on June 18 and 24 to gather 
information from the public about parks and recreation.  This input supplements the 
extensive public participation process conducted in 2008, which included a survey 
mailed to 2,800 residents, public meetings, park visits, and focus group meetings.    
 
In addition, the Parks Committee held regular meetings on the plan, the Friends of the 
Parks was involved throughout the process, and a public hearing was held by the 
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Township Board for input on the plan prior to adoption.  See Appendices A, D, and E for 
a summary of all public involvement activities and results. 
 

 Task Five: Analysis.  Based on the data collected from tasks one through four, the 
information was analyzed in accordance with national and state guidelines, local needs, 
the experience of the Township staff and consultants, the desires of the residents, and 
potential funding sources. 

 
 Task Six: Action Plan.  Upon completion of the analysis, the information and comments 

gathered through the public input sessions, plan research, and Township consultation 
were reviewed and goals and objectives were created to provide a framework for the 
action plan.  This resulted in the creation of the five-year plan with a checklist of what 
action is to be accomplished, when and where it will occur, how much it will cost, and 
potential funding sources. 

 
 Task Seven: Plan Completion and Adoption.  Once consensus was reached among 

the Parks Committee, the plan was made available for public review for one month, from 
October 1st through November 1st. The Parks Committee recommended the final 
document to the Township Board at their regular meeting on November 21, 2013. It was 
forwarded to the Township Board for a public hearing and adoption on December 10, 
2013.  See Appendices C and D for adoption documentation and meeting minutes. 

 
Public Meetings   
Two public meetings were held to gather information about parks and recreation.  The meetings 
were held on the evening of June 18, 2013 and the afternoon of June 24, 2013 in the new 
pavilion at Township Park, next to the playground.  Thirteen adults and approximately eight 
children attended the first meeting and nine adults and approximately 10 children attended the 
second.  Although the groups may not have been as large as desired, their contributions to the 
process were still significant.   
 
An overview of the parks and recreation planning process was presented, followed by a 
summary of the Township’s efforts and accomplishments related to park improvements.  
Adult participants were asked for their feedback on four topics:   

• Recent and proposed improvements to Township Park and Flesher Field 
• The Drake Farmstead and the Grange Hall, recreation facilities owned by the Township 

with improvements desired in the future 
• Non-motorized connections 
• Any other park and recreation-related comments or suggestions. 

 
Children were encouraged to attend the meeting as well.  They gathered around a picnic table 
outside the pavilion and were given the opportunity to use sticky dots to “vote” for the play 
equipment they liked best as pictured on a poster board.  They also had the opportunity to draw 
a picture of their favorite things to do at the park and to design a park for their friends, family 
and neighbors. 
  
A complete summary of the comments received is provided in Appendix A.  A summary of 
common themes which were considered in preparing the Action Plan can be found below: 

• Township Park:  feedback on the 2012-2013 park improvements was overwhelmingly 
positive.  Suggestions included maintenance improvements needed on the disc golf 
course and restoration of the wooded area of the park. 
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• Flesher Field:  much support was expressed for a spray park as proposed in the Flesher 
Field Master Plan. More shade near the playground was also requested. 

• Drake Farmstead:  participants suggested that a new barn be constructed with 
accessible restrooms and meeting/rental space.  A trail system was suggested in the 10 
acre parcel recently acquired by the Township, and that more acreage be added to the 
Farmstead in the future. 

• Grange Hall:  the existing swings and basketball court are used throughout the day. The 
building is well used, but it would be used more often if it was accessible.  It could be 
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. 

• Non-Motorized Trails:  a greenway corridor should be considered to connect Township 
Park and the Lillian Anderson Arboretum with the County, Township, and South West 
Michigan Land Conservancy properties on KL Avenue. 

• Other:  a master plan is needed for the Township’s Stadium Parkway Park property.  A 
small park is needed in the Westport area. 

 
As stated previously, extensive public input was collected as part of the process to develop the 
previous Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  Most of the feedback presented and 
collected at that time is still relevant.  Therefore, the summary of results from the 2008 
Community Survey has been included in Appendix E. 
 
Public Review Period 
The plan was made available for public comment from October 1 to November 1, 2013. A copy 
of the public notice is included in Appendix D.  An electronic copy of the plan was posted on the 
Township website and e-mailed to a broad audience, including public meeting attendees, 
neighborhood associations, and other community leaders and volunteers.  A hard copy of the 
plan was made available at the Oshtemo Branch of the Kalamazoo Public Library and at the 
Township Hall.   
 
One comment received by e-mail during the public review period was that a public sledding hill 
is needed in the Township.  Other comments received were primarily for clarification purposes. 
The sledding hill suggestion was further incorporated later in this Chapter. 
 
Public Hearing   
A public hearing was held by the Township Board at the Oshtemo Township Hall on December 
10, 2013 (tentative) to obtain comments from residents and users about the plan. The Board 
adopted the plan following the public hearing on December 10, 2013.  The resolution and 
meeting minutes are contained in Appendices C and D, respectively. 
 
 
Park Land Analysis and Service Areas 
 
Approximately 360 acres of parks and recreation facilities exist within Oshtemo Township, with 
150 acres owned and managed by the Township.  Of the remaining 210 acres, 140 are owned 
by Kalamazoo College and maintained as an arboretum and 70 are owned by the Southwest 
Michigan Land Conservancy and maintained as a nature preserve.  As required by the MDNR, 
the Oshtemo Township park land and facilities were compared to the minimum guidelines set 
forth by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA, 1983, 1995).  Although the 
NRPA’s updated guidelines were set more than 18 years ago, the MDNR still recommends their 
use as standards to establish minimum community needs in terms of land area and number of 
facilities.   
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Caution must be exercised in the interpretation of these results given that these guidelines were 
set nearly two decades ago and may not represent current popular activities and trends.  Each 
community, based on its own particular resources and resident preferences and demands, is 
encouraged to establish its own needs and requirements so that the plan best suits the 
community’s desires for recreation.  Recreation needs are often better documented through 
public input rather than relying only on the national guidelines.  The NRPA guidelines and the 
MDNR standards were considered in the development of the action plan but not weighted 
heavily.  The information gathered during the public input process and administrative 
discussions greatly directed the action plan. 
 
Table 4.1 – Oshtemo Township Park Land Acreage Analysis and the following discussion 
compares the amount of park land as it relates to the conditions in the Township and the MDNR 
standards based on the 2010 Census population of 21,700.  Park classifications used by the 
MDNR are defined as follows: 
 
 Mini/Neighborhood Park.  Mini/Neighborhood parks serve an area up to a one-half mile 

distance and are typically less than 10 acres in size.  The only Township facility to be 
classified as a Mini/Neighborhood Park is the Grange Hall.  This need is also being 
served by schools, residential open spaces, and other nearby park facilities.  Based on 
the table below, the Township is deficient by 3 - 41 acres in this category, but when 
other local parks in the area are considered, that need is largely mitigated.  When 
considering new park development, the Township should give some consideration to 
smaller mini/neighborhood parks, particularly in areas near existing and new residential 
development.  In instances of new residential development, facilities could be required 
as part of the overall development. 

 
 Community Park.  Community parks typically serve an area within one-half to three 

miles and are between 30 to 50 acres in size.  The Township owns 133.5 acres of 
community park land, thus exceeding the recommended 108.5 acres.   However, it 
should be noted that 39.5 acres of the community park land is currently undeveloped.  In 
addition to the Township-owned land, there are 1,773 acres of local park land that is 
categorized as community parks.  These parks include those within a short distance of 
the Township in the City of Kalamazoo, City of Portage, and the surrounding Townships.  
Oshtemo, in conjunction with the adjacent parks, greatly exceeds the recommended 
acreage, but this should be considered with some caution.  Portions of the Township, 
particularly in the north and west, are not served adequately by Township-owned parks, 
particularly developed park land.  The majority of the residents live on the east side of 
the Township, but opportunities to acquire land in these underserved portions of the 
Township should be explored as these areas develop or land becomes available.   

 
 School Park.  There are three school districts in the Township, two of which have no 

facilities in the community – Otsego Public Schools and Mattawan Consolidated 
Schools.  The Kalamazoo Public School District owns two facilities in the Township, both 
located near the intersection of 9th Street and Stadium Drive.  There is a small 
playground associated with the former Chime school, located adjacent to Flesher Field.  
The building remains under the ownership of Kalamazoo Public Schools and has housed 
a variety of programs since the elementary school closed in 2008. It currently houses a 
strict discipline academy that benefits all area school districts by offering alternative 
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placement for students that have been expelled or dropped out of school.  Prairie Ridge 
Elementary is located on 9th Street.  It has a large playground which is fully accessible.   

 
 Regional Park.  Regional facilities offer a variety of active and passive recreational 

opportunities which help in meeting the need for local park land and help balance the 
deficiencies in facilities.  Oshtemo Township is fortunate to have a regional park within 
its borders.  The Lillian Anderson Arboretum accounts for 140 acres of regional park 
land.  The park does not fulfill all of the recommended acreage for regional park land, as 
there is a deficiency of 77 acres.  However, it should be noted that a number of regional 
parks are within a short distance from the Township despite not being within its borders.   

 
According to the above guidelines, Oshtemo Township exhibits a surplus in community park 
land but a deficiency in mini/neighborhood and regional park land.  The Township’s park land is 
supplemented by the abundance of park land surrounding the community.  (It should be noted 
that this analysis does not take into consideration the demand or the population of the 
surrounding communities.  We merely inventoried the facilities that were available in the region 
to Township residents.)  Overall, the Township is providing high quality park space to serve its 
residents, although this analysis and the following map illustrate there are improvements in the 
distribution of that service that could be made. 
 
 

TABLE 4.1 
Oshtemo Township Park Land Acreage Analysis 

Park 
Classification 

NRPA 
Guideline 
Minimum 

Acres/1,000 
Residents1 

Recommended 
Acreage for 

Oshtemo 
Township2 

Township 
Park 
Land 

Local  
Park 
Land 

OVERALL 
TOTAL  

TOWNSHIP 
Surplus 

(Deficiency)3 

OVERALL 
Surplus 

(Deficiency)4 

Mini/ 
Neighborhood  0.25 – 2.0 5.4 – 43.4 2.3 23.55 25.8 (3.1 - 41.1) 20.4 - (17.6) 

Community  5.0 108.5 133.5 1,773.06 1,906.5 25.0  1,798.0 
Subtotal -  113.9 – 151.9 135.8 1,796.5 1,932.3 (16.1) - 21.9 1,818.4 
Regional  10.0 217.0 140.07 - 140.0 (77.0) (77.0) 
Total -  330.9 – 368.9 275.8 1,796.5 2,072.3 (55.1 - 93.1) 1,741.4 

1 Source: Lancaster, R. A., Ed.  Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines.  Alexandria, VA: NRPA, 1983; Mertes, 
J.D. and J. R. Hall.  Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines.  Alexandria, VA: NRPA, 1995.   
2 Based on 2010 U.S. Census estimate of 21,700 
3 Based on acreages for park land located in Oshtemo Township. 
4 Based on acreages for park land located in Oshtemo Township and local park land adjacent to Oshtemo Township. 
5 Local Mini/Neighborhood Parks: Harbors West Park, Haverhill Park, Kendall Park, Stroud Family Park, Texas Drive Park, Woods 
Lake Park. 
6 Local Community Parks: Al Sabo Land Preserve, Alamo Township Park, Asylum Lake Preserve, Bicentennial Park/Celery Flats, 
Frays Park, Gobles Sports Fields, Kindleberger Park, Knollwood Park, Mattawan Little League Fields, Mayor’s Waterfront Park, 
Oakland Drive Park, Westfield Park. 
7 Lillian Anderson Arboretum. 
 
Although it is important to consider the overall amount of park land in the Township, it is also 
essential to consider the type of parks, their location, and their disbursement throughout the 
Township.  When evaluating parks and recreation service areas, it is important to closely 
consider where the residents in the Township live.  The MDNR establishes a recommended 
service area for each park classification to determine the areas in Oshtemo Township that are 
lacking easy access to parks and facilities.  The service area boundary for each type of park is 
as follows:  Mini/Neighborhood Parks, 0.25 – 0.5 miles; Community Parks, 0.5 – 3.0 miles; 
Regional Parks, 30 minute driving time. 
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The parks and recreation service areas for the Township’s community parks are shown on Map 
4 – Parks and Recreation Facilities Service Area.  For the purposes of measuring the service 
area, a radius of one-and-a-half miles was used for community parks.  Only the service 
boundary of the Township-owned facilities was included in the analysis in order to fully evaluate 
the service area. 
 
As noted above, the areas in the northwest and southwest quadrants of the Township are 
lacking proximity to all Township-owned properties.  The two developed parks are located in the 
central and southeast areas of the Township, thus limited to the east half of the Township.  The 
only mini/neighborhood park in the Township is the Grange Hall, and the facilities provided there 
are limited.  Much of the recent population growth in the Township has been on the east side of 
the Township.  Smaller neighborhood parks should be developed in this area to serve the 
existing and future residential neighborhoods.  Also, as development moves west in the 
Township, additional parks should be considered to serve a larger number of residents.    
 
The service area of community parks is larger and extends to a greater number of Township 
residents.  Acquiring larger parcels of land for community park development is more difficult.  
However, if the opportunity to acquire additional land comes available, the Township should 
explore these opportunities to address the need for additional facilities.   
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Facilities Analysis 
 
In addition to park land, existing facilities were compared against the recommended guidelines 
set by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) and MDNR to determine if they are 
adequate to meet the needs of residents based on national averages.  The analysis takes into 
account a variety of factors including specific needs and existing conditions in Oshtemo 
Township, information obtained during the public input opportunities, programming needs, site 
conditions, as well as national averages.  Table 4.2 indicates the recommended guideline and 
facilities, the number of facilities in the Township, and the surplus or deficiency of facilities.  The 
comments below the table provide further perspective and assist in identifying key issues 
related to specific facilities. 
 
In Table 4.2, the column labeled “Township Facility” identifies facilities and amenities provided 
within parks operated by the Township.  The column labeled “Local Facility” identifies facilities 
and amenities provided by parks operated by other entities or communities.  This information is 
included to demonstrate that while certain amenities may not be provided by the Township, the 
need is being fulfilled within the larger community by other facilities.  Some of these facilities 
may be located in other communities, and we did not consider the population of these other 
communities or the demand for the use of these facilities by these populations.  Therefore, the 
surpluses may not be as great as demonstrated below due to the use of these local facilities by 
the broader regional population in addition to the Township residents.   
 

TABLE 4.2 
Oshtemo Township Facility Analysis 

 
NRPA 

Minimum 
Guideline1 

NRPA 
Recommended 

Facilities2 
Township 

Facility 
Local 

Facility TOTAL 
TOWNSHIP 

Surplus 
(Deficiency)3 

OVERALL 
Surplus 

(Deficiency)4 
Baseball/ 
Softball 1/5,000 4 45 546 58 (0) 54 

Basketball 1/5,000 4 2 107 12 (2) 8 
Football 1/20,000 1 0 1  1 (1) 0 
Golf Course 
9 Hole 1/25,000 1 0 28 2 (2) 1 

Golf Course 
18 Hole 1/50,000 1 0 79 7 (1) 6 

Ice Rink 1/50,000 1 0 410 4 (1) 3 
Playground 1/3,000 7 3 1111 14 (4) 7 
Running 
Track 1/20,000 1 0 312 3 (1) 2 

Soccer 1/10,000 2 1 1713 18 (1) 16 
Swimming 
Pool 1/20,000 1 0 314 3 (1) 2 

Tennis 1/2,000 11 2 2315 25 (9) 14 

Trails 1 system/ 
region 1 416 1117 15 3 14 

Volleyball 1/5,000 4 0 5 5 (4) 1 
1 Source: Lancaster, R. A., Ed.  Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines.  Alexandria, VA: NRPA, 1983.; 
Mertes, J.D. and J. R. Hall.  Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines.  Alexandria, VA: NRPA, 1995. 
2 Based on 2010 U.S. Census estimate of 21,700.   
3 Based on facilities located in Oshtemo Township. 
4 Based on facilities located in Oshtemo Township and local facilities adjacent to Oshtemo Township. 
5 Includes wiffleball fields. 



4 – Basis for Action Plan 
 

 
Oshtemo Charter Township   December 2013 
Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan   Page 46 

6 Baseball/Softball: Alamo Township Park, Gobles Sports Fields, Kindleberger Park, Mattawan Little League Fields, Mayor’s 
Waterfront Park, Oakland Drive Park Stroud Family Park, Westfield Park, West Portage Little League Complex. 
7 Basketball: Harbors West Park, Haverhill Park, Mayor’s Waterfront Park, Oakland Drive Park, Texas Drive Park, Westfield Park. 
8 9 Hole Courses: Red Arrow, Grand Prairie. 
9 18 Hole Courses: Thornapple Creek Heritage Glen, Crestview, The Prairies and Milham Park, Ridgeview, Shamrock Hills. 
10 Ice Rink: Kalamazoo Sportsplex, Western Michigan Univ., Millennium Park (outdoor). 
11 Playgrounds: Alamo Township Park, Stroud Family Park, Texas Drive Park, Frays Park, Knollwood Park, Westfield Park, Harbors 
West Park, Haverhill Park, Oakland Drive Park, Kindleberger Park. 
12 Running Tracks: Frays Park, Bronson Athletic Club, West Hills Athletic Club 
13 Soccer: Gobles Sports Fields, Knollwood Park, Mayor’s Waterfront Park, Oakland Drive Park, Texas Drive Park, Westfield Park, 
Kalamazoo Community Soccer Complex. 
14Swimming Pools:  Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo Sportsplex, Bronson Athletic Club, 
15 Tennis: Stroud Family Park, Frays Park, Knollwood Park, Westfield Park, Haverhill Park, Oakland Drive Park, Kindleberger Park, 
West Hills Athletic Club . 
16 Township Trails: Flesher Field, Oshtemo Township Park, Kal-Haven Trail State Park, Lillian Anderson Arboretum. 
17 Local Trails: Al Sabo Land Preserve, Alamo Township Park, Bicentennial Park/Celery Flats, Harbors West Park, Haverhill Park,  
Kindleberger Park, Knollwood Park, Mayor’s Waterfront Park, Oakland Drive Park, Texas Drive Park. 
 
 
Athletic Fields (Baseball/Softball, Soccer, Football, Running Tracks) 
The different types of athletic fields are specifically discussed below based on recommended 
and projected need. 

 
 Baseball/Softball Fields.  The Township’s fields include one baseball field and three 

wiffleball fields.  We have included wiffleball fields with this category although they are 
not specified in the national guideline.  The analysis of these fields in the Township 
indicates that the recommended facilities are provided, with a significant surplus of 54 
fields when all local facilities are taken into account.  A majority of the area fields listed 
are located in Portage, Alamo Township, Kalamazoo Township, Parchment, and 
Mattawan.  Despite the surplus with the adjacent area facilities, there may be a need to 
provide additional fields within the Township’s boundaries.  An active wiffleball league 
holds frequent games and tournaments on the three wiffleball fields in the Township. 
This is unique to the region as there are few other facilities available for wiffleball 
leagues and contests.  The future demand for and use of all of these fields should be 
explored because there may be a need for non-competitive recreational fields though the 
need for competitive fields is being met by other facilities.  

 
 Soccer Fields.  According to the national guidelines, there is a deficiency of one field in 

the Township but a surplus of 16 fields when including all facilities in the area.  The 
reality of the numbers is that there has been a considerable increase in the number of 
youth and adults participating in soccer, which has resulted in a large demand for 
practice and game fields.  Soccer fields are also used for other sports’ practices and 
games, such as lacrosse, flag football, and ultimate frisbee.  If the demand continues to 
increase and the need arises, the Township should consider the development of 
additional fields.  The Township should also examine the current usage of area soccer 
fields by soccer and other user groups, such as football or lacrosse, as this may put 
strain on existing and future fields or indicate the need for additional facilities.  The 
development of multi-use fields that can be used for soccer may be the best alternative. 

 
 Football Fields.  There is a deficiency of one football field based on the Township’s 

population.  However, football facilities are available at the area high schools as well as 
the universities and the City of Kalamazoo’s Mayor’s Riverfront Park.  Although many of 
these are not available for public use, it can be assumed that the provision of football 
facilities is currently being met by these facilities.  At this time there does not appear to 
be a need for additional football fields.   
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 Running Tracks.  There are three running tracks in the area, including one outdoor 
track at a City of Kalamazoo park, plus several other indoor and outdoor tracks available 
at the various athletic centers, schools and campuses throughout the area.  Despite the 
noted deficiency of one track for the Township, it appears that this need is being met at 
this time. 

 
Court Sports (Basketball/Gymnasiums, Tennis, Volleyball) 
The different types of courts are specifically discussed below based on recommended and 
projected need. 
 
 Basketball Courts/Gymnasiums.  Basketball courts and gymnasiums are typically 

heavily used.  Outdoor and indoor courts are popular in most communities and gym time 
can be scarce given the weather conditions in the area.  There is a deficiency of two 
courts in the Township and an overall surplus of eight courts.  It should be noted that 
school facilities were not included in the analysis, so the surplus can be assumed to be 
higher.  However, the Township should explore providing additional outdoor courts when 
improving existing or developing new parks and the inclusion of basketball 
courts/gymnasiums if construction of indoor facilities is considered in the future. 

 
 Tennis Courts.  There is a deficiency of nine tennis courts in the Township and a 

surplus of fourteen when including the surrounding area.  Tennis courts constructed in 
Township Park in 2011 are heavily used, so the Township should consider constructing 
additional tennis courts at existing parks or include them in future parks. 

 
 Volleyball Courts.  The need for indoor and outdoor volleyball courts is currently not 

being met according to the national guideline for the Township.  Including the 
surrounding area, there is a surplus of one court.  Considering gymnasiums in schools 
that are used for organized volleyball, this surplus may be even greater.  There does not 
appear to be a need for additional volleyball courts in the Township at this time. 

 
Ice Rinks 
The national guideline reveals that there is a need for one ice rink in the Township but a surplus 
of three rinks when including the surrounding area, those being the Kalamazoo Sportsplex 
facility, which contains two rinks, and Lawson Ice Arena at Western Michigan University.  The 
City of Portage maintains an outdoor skating rink at Millennium Park.  The popularity of skating 
continues to rise, but users frequently travel to neighboring communities to participate in their 
clubs and on their teams.  At this time there does not appear a need for the Township to explore 
an indoor ice rink given the significant resources necessary to construct and maintain such a 
facility, as well as the existing facilities in the area.  However, the Township should consider an 
outdoor ice rink at either an existing facility or in the development of the two undeveloped 
properties.   
 
Playgrounds 
Currently a majority of the playgrounds are located in adjacent communities, and there is a 
deficiency of four in the Township according to the national guideline.  One of the existing 
Township playgrounds was recently updated, and the other two existing facilities should be 
updated and new ones constructed at new facilities as they develop.  The playgrounds should 
be ADA accessible and be located throughout the Township in close proximity to residential 
areas to better serve the entire population. 
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Swimming Pools 
Based on the guidelines, the Township is in need of one swimming pool.  However, there is a 
surplus of two pools in the surrounding area.  Pools are a large capital expense for construction 
and maintenance, but could be a potential project when funds become available.   
 
Golf Courses 
Two golf courses exist within Township boundaries, and seven additional courses exist in the 
surrounding area, though none are Township-owned.  The national guideline indicates there is a 
surplus of one 9-hole course and six 18-hole courses when including the surrounding area.  It 
appears there is an adequate number of golf courses at this time, and there is no need for the 
Township to pursue additional golf course facilities.   
 
Trails 
The Township and surrounding area are fortunate to have a number of trail systems, including 
regional systems.  The Township is committed to continue to expand the existing trails and to 
increase non-motorized connectivity throughout the Township.  The Township should continue 
their efforts with non-motorized trails and pathways and coordinate with surrounding 
communities to further enhance all of the systems.   
 
Passive Recreation 
It is important that the Township provide opportunities for passive recreation and un-
programmed activities such as picnicking or nature observation.  When developing and 
improving parks, provision of picnic areas, benches, open spaces, and other amenities that 
further enhance passive recreation opportunities should be a priority.   
 
Sledding 
A lack of public sledding hills in the Township was raised by a resident during the public 
comment period.  The Township recognizes the need to provide opportunities for outdoor 
activities in winter, and sledding is a popular activity for youth in the area.  When developing and 
improving parks, provision of a sledding hill and other winter activities should be considered.  
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 Chapter 5 
Action Plan 

 
 
By using a comprehensive planning process, Oshtemo Township has effectively established a 
framework for the Action Plan.  The Action Plan describes recommendations for improvements 
and enhancement of the Township’s parks and recreation facilities and programming, as well as 
identifying the tools needed for implementation of the plan components. 
 
A complementary component of the Action Plan is the Capital Improvement Plan.  Action 
strategies that may require significant capital investment from the community have been 
organized into a five-year plan.  The specific projects have been prioritized in the Capital 
Improvement Plan in order to better manage the parks and recreation budget and distribute the 
projects over a five-year cycle.  The timing of these projects may be influenced, moved, or 
eliminated depending upon economic conditions, available funding, and/or grant awards.  
However, the spirit and intent of the project priorities are well defined in the Capital 
Improvement Plan. 
 
The Action Plan is organized into three sections: 
 
 Parks and Recreation Goals and Objectives 
 System Wide Recommendations 
 Five Year Capital Improvement Plan 

 
 
Parks and Recreation Goals and Objectives 
 
To provide a guideline for decision making, Oshtemo Township has developed a list of goals 
and objectives based on the results of the previously described analysis and public input.  The 
following goals and objectives are intended to provide an operational framework for future 
decisions related to the provision of parks and recreation in the Township.  These goals and 
objectives should be reviewed annually and modified as necessary. 
 
Goal #1: Non-Motorized Connectivity – Improve non-motorized connectivity in the 

Township. 
 

Objectives: 
 Identify and pursue funding for additional sidewalks, trails, and pathways. 
 Provide connections to parks, neighborhoods, schools, and major areas of activity 

through neighborhood greenways or bicycle and pedestrian focused corridors. 
 Coordinate non-motorized planning with neighboring communities. 
 Provide pedestrian and bicycle paths that are separate from the vehicular routes where 

possible.  Utilize natural features areas as greenway connections where possible. 
 Create a multi-purpose pathway crossing over US-131 at M-43 (West Main Street) and 

at Stadium Drive. 
 Create a multi-purpose pathway connecting the Oshtemo Village District to West Main 

Street and to the Kal-Haven Trailhead. 
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 Create a neighborhood greenway as an east-west corridor connecting neighborhoods, 
parks, and businesses, as an alternative to using Stadium Drive.  

 Continue to work toward implementation of the Township’s Non-Motorized Facilities 
Plan. 

 
 
Goal #2: Existing Facilities Maintenance and Improvement – Continue to maintain 

and improve existing parks and recreation facilities. 
 

Objectives: 
 Provide continuous improvements to Oshtemo Township Park and Flesher Field.  
 Make improvements to the disc golf course at Township Park, which is heavily used 

throughout the year and showing signs of deterioration. 
 Improve the Grange Hall so that it is accessible to all segments of the community. 

Include upgrades to the playground facilities to better meet the needs of the 
neighborhood. 

 Identify and provide funding for annual improvements to Township facilities that maintain 
or exceed current levels. 

 Adhere to high standards of maintenance, recognizing that beautiful, well maintained 
parks and recreation facilities are a source of pride for the Township and reflect our 
community’s priorities to protect natural features and improve quality of life. 

 Continue to improve safety and accessibility at parks. 
 Explore opportunities for preventive maintenance and for reducing long term 

maintenance requirements of parks and recreation facilities through strategic planning 
and improvements such as reducing mowed areas. 

 Explore opportunities for the “greening” of the parks and facilities through improvements 
such as field maintenance, reestablishment of native plantings, stormwater 
improvements, lighting upgrades, and energy audits. 

 Encourage greater volunteer participation in maintenance activities, particularly in 
regards to care and maintenance of flower beds and planting areas. 

 
 

Goal #3: Maximize and Expand Use of Facilities – Fully develop and utilize parks and 
recreation facilities based on the multiple-use concept, whereby a variety 
of active and passive opportunities are provided in each park. 

 
Objectives: 
 Include a broad range of facilities within each park where feasible. 
 Develop park sites to their optimal use in consideration of changing community needs 

and resource limitations. 
 Develop amenities in park facilities to include those identified by the Township as well as 

by residents through the public input process. 
 Maintain a logical balance between active and passive pursuits in the parks. 
 Increase the recreation opportunities available at the Drake Farmstead while respecting 

the integrity of the historic landmark. 
 Build on the successful relationship with the Oshtemo Branch of the Kalamazoo Public 

Library by continuing to partner on projects and programs made possible by the library’s 
close proximity to Township Park.  

 Seek additional collaborative relationships for the shared use, maintenance, and 
operation of the Township’s park and recreation facilities. 
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Goal #4: Establish Parks and Recreation Facilities at Existing Undeveloped Sites. 
 

Objectives: 
 Determine how best to utilize the KL Landfill and Stadium Park Way Park properties as 

recreational assets and develop plans to implement those ideas. 
 Develop amenities in park facilities to include those identified by the Township as well as 

by residents through the public input process. 
 Coordinate with Kalamazoo County and the Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy to 

partner on long range planning for their KL Avenue properties, both of which are near 
the KL Landfill property.  

 
 
Goal #5: Park Land Acquisition and Development – Explore opportunities and 

provide funding for park site and land acquisition. 
 

Objectives: 
 Increase recreation opportunities in the Oshtemo Village District by acquiring and 

developing land for a pocket park. 
 Acquire park land in areas and for populations underserved by current facilities. 
 Incorporate amenities and facilities missing in the Township or identified as a priority in 

the parks. 
 Consider acquisition, development rights, or easements to protect sensitive 

environmental lands and natural resources with environmental importance or scenic 
beauty and to create recreational non-motorized corridors. 

 Consider establishment of a green corridor to connect Township Park and the adjacent 
Lillian Anderson Arboretum with land on KL Avenue owned by Kalamazoo County, 
Oshtemo Township, and the Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy.  

 Explore partnerships with other governmental entities to develop parks and recreation 
facilities. 

 
 
Goal #6: Serve All Populations with Parks and Recreation – Provide a range of parks 

and recreation facilities to meet the leisure needs of all segments of the 
population. 

 
Objectives: 
 As the Township continues to develop, provide for future park development and more 

uniform distribution of facilities, in terms of both geography and population. 
 Develop facilities to meet the physical needs and ability levels of all park users. 
 Provide facilities for park users of all ages. 

 
 
Goal #7: Preservation of Natural and Cultural Resources – Protect natural and 

cultural features, such as wooded areas, wetlands, wildlife habitat, natural 
drainage ways, and historic structures and facilities. 

 
Objectives: 
 Identify important and recognized natural features and open spaces in the Township. 
 Preserve natural features within park sites to the maximum extent feasible, in 

consideration of the proposed multiple-use character of the Township's parks. 
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 Develop programs and utilize sites in a manner that results in a greater appreciation of 
the Township's natural resources. 

 Incorporate natural and historic resource protection, including protection of groundwater 
recharge areas, into the parks and recreation program whenever the opportunity 
presents itself. 

 Identify funding for upgrades and maintenance of historic facilities in the Township. 
 Restore and preserve the natural areas of the Township’s parks to improve habitat, 

prevent the spread of invasive species, and increase the enjoyment of park users. 
 Conduct a Natural Features Inventory to identify high priority sensitive areas and green 

corridor networks that will allow for the movement of plants, animals and people.  
 
 
Goal #8: Funding – Develop stable sources of funding and practice sound fiscal 

management of the parks and recreation system. 
 

Objectives: 
 Pursue all available funding sources for capital improvements and operations and 

maintenance, including local sources, the Township endowment, a parks and recreation 
millage, state and federal grant programs, local businesses, and other sources. 

 Explore opportunities for greater private sector participation in the provision of recreation 
and leisure services in the Township. 

 Coordinate efforts with local interest groups and recreation providers and create 
partnerships for providing these resources. 

 Develop long-range projections of costs and revenues as a management tool. 
 Continue to build the Oshtemo Parks and Recreation Endowment Fund. 
 Support the efforts of the Oshtemo Friends of the Parks, a non-profit organization 

created by the Township Board of Trustees to encourage volunteerism and philanthropy 
for the parks. 

 
 
Goal #9: Planning – Maintain an ongoing parks and recreation planning process. 
 

Objectives: 
 Review and update the parks and recreation plan, particularly the five-year capital 

improvement plan, annually. 
 Provide for citizen input in recreation planning and decision-making. 
 Encourage input from children and families when designing playgrounds and other 

youth-oriented recreation facilities. 
 
 
System Wide Recommendations 
 
In addition to capital investments into programs and facilities, Oshtemo Township must also 
evaluate the current system and review long-range options for providing parks and recreation.  
The following are system wide recommendations that should be evaluated annually and used in 
the long-range planning of parks and recreation. 
 
 Non-Motorized Connections.  Oshtemo Township is committed to providing non-

motorized connections with pedestrian and bicycle pathways and expanding the existing 
trail systems.  The development of more connections is a high priority to residents in the 
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Township as well, as indicated through the public input process.  The Township should 
continue to develop connections, particularly linking the parks, neighborhoods, and 
Township facilities, as well as major activity areas. 

 
 Barrier-Free Accessibility.  The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has established 

guidelines to provide barrier-free accessibility at all public facilities.  It is important to 
provide access to Township facilities according to these guidelines so that all residents 
may enjoy them.  As parks and facilities are improved or developed, a high priority must 
be placed on upgrades that improve barrier-free accessibility including proper surfaces 
for wheelchairs, accessible picnic tables, and play equipment that provides universal 
access.  

 
 Continued Public Involvement.  The Township should continue to solicit residents’ 

suggestions on planning, use, and improvement of parks and recreation facilities.  This 
can be accomplished with focus groups, public meetings, surveys, or through resident 
feedback solicited at Township events.  Another opportunity for public involvement would 
be to encourage volunteer participation in projects and programs through the Oshtemo 
Friends of the Parks.   

 
 Acquisition of Park Land.  New opportunities to acquire or set aside additional 

sensitive or recreational land areas should be explored.  Priority should be placed on 
portions of the Township furthest from existing park facilities as well as areas near 
significant residential development.  Along with the acquisition of land in environmentally 
sensitive or outlying areas of the Township, smaller parks should be created throughout 
Oshtemo to better serve the population centers of the Township.  The smaller parks 
could be created as development in the Township occurs. 

 
 
Five Year Capital Improvement Plan 
 
This section summarizes the overall system recommendations as well as specific improvements 
to individual parks.  Some are multi-year efforts that will involve time and coordination, while 
others are park improvements that require largely monetary investment.  Table 5.1 – Five Year 
Capital Improvement Plan incorporates the top recommendations that require capital 
improvement in the next five years for planning purposes.  The funding source for all of the 
proposed projects and expenditures is included in the table as well. 
 
Priorities should be reviewed on an annual basis and adjusted to respond to updated findings 
and identification of funding opportunities.  In particular, costs should be closely monitored, as 
the proposed plan estimates are in 2013 dollars and are strictly preliminary.  Actual costs for 
each project will be more specifically determined as site surveys, programming elements, and 
engineering plans are developed if applicable, as well as further analysis of the proposed 
improvement.  If funding levels are lower than required to implement the Plan based on the 
schedule provided, the implementation could be stretched over additional years. 
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TABLE 5.1 
Five Year Capital Improvement Plan 

Year Facility/Improvement Estimated 
Cost1 

Funding 
Source(s) 

Year 1:  2014 
2014 Park Equipment and Improvements $ 15,000 TF 
2014 Natural Features Corridor Planning $  2,000 TF 
2014 Drake Farmstead Master Plan $ 10,000 TF 
2014 Land acquisition – Drake Farmstead property $ 35,000 TF 
2014 Drake House Improvements $ 28,000 TF, PD  
2014 Flesher Field Phase II Improvements $455,000 TF, G 
2014 Disc Golf Maintenance at Township Park $  7,500 TF, RP 
2014 Kal-Haven Trail to West Main Street- Trail Design $ 10,000 TF 
2014 Grange Hall Contract Documents $ 25,000 TF 

Year 1 Total         $587,500 

Year 2:  2015 
2015 Park Equipment and Improvements $ 15,000 TF 
2015 Land acquisition – Drake Farmstead property $ 35,000 TF 
2015 Drake House Improvements $ 28,000 TF, PD  
2015 Land acquisition/easement – greenway corridor $ 25,000 TF, G, PD 
2015 Grange Hall playground $ 25,000 TF, G 
2015 Township Park interpretive signage $ 15,000 TF, G, RP 
2015 Grange Hall Improvements $250,000 TF, G, PD 

Year 2 Total         $393,000 

Year 3:  2016 
2016 Park Equipment and Improvements $ 15,000 TF 
2016 Township Park Natural Area Restoration Plan $  5,000 TF 
2016 Land acquisition/easement – greenway corridor $ 25,000 TF 
2016 Oshtemo Village pocket park master plan $  10,000 TF 
2016 Oshtemo Village pocket park development $500,000 TF, G, PD 
2016 Drake House Improvements $ 28,000 TF, PD 
2016 Flesher Field Phase III Improvements $400,000 TF, G 

Year 3 Total         $983,000 

Year 4:  2017 
2017 Park Equipment and Improvements $ 15,000 TF 
2017 Stadium Parkway Park Master Plan $  5,000 TF 
2017 Drake House Improvements $ 28,000 TF, PD 
2017 Land acquisition/easement – greenway corridor $ 25,000 TF 

2017 Kal-Haven Trailhead to West Main St.Trail 
Development $500,000 TF, G, PD 

2017 East West Corridor Trail Design $ 10,000 TF 
Year 4 Total          $583,000 
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Year 5:  2018 
2018 Park Equipment and Improvements $15,000 TF 
2018 Drake Farmstead Improvements $500,000 TF, G, PD 
2018 East West Corridor land acquisition/easement $20,000 TF, G, PD 

Year 5 Total         $535,000 
 
Funding Sources 

  

TF Township Funds   
G Grants   

PD Private Donations   
RP Recreation / Education Partner    

 
1Cost figures represent conservative, best estimates based on current visions and design goals.  
As projects are considered for development and potential funding, more detailed plans will be 
developed with accurate cost estimates to ensure adequate funding is available.  The estimates 
shown above are to be used for general planning purposes only. 
2Recreation / Education Partners are the entities and organizations responsible for providing the 
recreational and educational programming and activities in Oshtemo Township.   
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Appendix A 
Public Meeting Summary 

 
 
Two public meetings were held to gather information for the Five Year Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan.  The meetings were held on the evening of June 18, 2013 and the afternoon of 
June 24, 2013 in the new pavilion at Township Park, next to the playground.  The meetings 
were well advertised with an article in the Township newsletter, flyers posted in the park, a 
press release to the local newspaper, and e-mail correspondence sent to Township staff and 
Board members, neighborhood associations, recreation groups, and residents that had 
expressed an interest in the process. Thirteen adults and approximately eight children attended 
the first meeting and nine adults and approximately 10 children attended the second.  Although 
the groups may not have been as large as desired, their contributions to the process were still 
significant.   
 
The meetings were conducted by Township staff and started with an overview of the parks and 
recreation planning process.  A summary of the Township’s efforts and accomplishments 
related to park improvements followed.  Adult participants were then asked for their feedback on 
four topics:   

• Recent and proposed improvements to Township Park and Flesher Field 
• The Drake Farmstead and the Grange Hall, recreation facilities owned by the Township 

with improvements desired in the future 
• Non-motorized connections 
• Any other park and recreation-related comments or suggestions. 

 
Children were encouraged to attend the meeting as well.  They gathered around a picnic table 
outside the pavilion and were given the opportunity to use sticky dots to “vote” for the play 
equipment they liked best as pictured on a poster board.  They also had the opportunity to draw 
a picture of their favorite things to do at the park and to design a park for their friends, family 
and neighbors. 
 
Everyone who participated got fully engaged in these discussions and made some terrific 
suggestions.  Below, we list all of the comments and ideas that were generated through this 
process at the two events. 
 
Township Park  

• Improvements are terrific.  We love the park, the dog fountain. 
• Thank you for a wonderful, fun park! 
• Love the play equipment and trails. 
• Playground is good, like the multiple facilities, levels of play, climbing stuff, universal 

design.   
• Playground area could use more benches. 
• Hard to keep track of kids at playground.  Woods are close by, a security concern. 
• Like the loop trails.  Small kids like to bike them. 
• A trail map is needed– wooded area is confusing. 
• Wooded area needs to be cleaned up – overhanging branches, trash, etc. 
• Consider adding Braille to signage. 
• Happy with the increased use of the park throughout the day. 



A – Public Meeting Summary 
 

 
Oshtemo Charter Township   December 2013 
Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan   

• Disc golf is very popular, it attracts many park users. 
• The pavilion is reserved every weekend in June. 
• Trees, shade and natural look of the park is good. 
• Very dark in the park at night, as experienced during the movies in the park.  Should 

solar lights or other low key lighting be added, or would that attract users to the park 
when it is closed? 

• Some of the new trees that were planted last summer did not survive and should be 
replaced. 

• Fencing is needed between the basketball courts and driveway to keep kids/balls safe. 
• Water drains onto the floor of the pavilions.  Be sure to avoid this in future improvements 

at Flesher Field.  
• Disc golf leagues would like to see improvements made to the course.  There is erosion 

that needs to be stabilized in various places.  Retaining walls may be needed. 
• The level of maintenance required should be considered for everything that we do in the 

parks, especially planting beds that require weeding. 
• Need a volunteer coordinator to build a base of volunteers for parks. 

 
Flesher Field 

• More trees, shade needed near playground. 
• Add a splash/spray park for kids to splash in.  This is especially important since we don’t 

have a local water park.  (Several expressed support of this concept!) 
• All future improvements should be low maintenance. 
• Will the pavilion be reservable after the improvements are complete? 
• Can the existing playground equipment be reused? 

 
Drake Farmstead 

• Existing barn is unsafe and needs to be demolished. 
• There are some things that can be salvaged from the barn before it is demolished. 
• Entry drive needs to be cleaned up, trees trimmed. 
• In the long term, the barn should be replaced to restore the look of the farmstead. 
• The new barn could include accessible restrooms, meeting space, and office space.  

This would allow the house to be a house. 
• House and barn could be rented for functions. 
• Ten acre parcel that was purchased from K College provides flexibility in parking, 

possible uses of the property. It needs cleanup work but could have a nice trail system. 
• A sign is needed to identify the property.  Should be consistent with other Township park 

signs. 
• Drake Farmstead should be integrated with the rest of the Township’s parks. 
• Acquire acreage to the north to have a buffer and more open space, create a green 

oasis surrounded by commercial uses. 
• It needs to become more well known in the community so that people value it. 

 
Grange Hall 

• Existing swings and basketball court are used throughout the day. 
• Building is pretty well used.  Would be used more if accessible.  Would also be a good 

polling location if it was accessible. 
• Could be nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. 
• Need $250,000 for improvements. 
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• It needs to be promoted more, become well known in the community.  Many residents 
aren’t aware of it. 

• A general rental issue:  the community center is rented by one group every Sunday, 
which makes it difficult for others to use it. 

• Community center could possibly be used for a winter farmers market. 
 
Non-Motorized Trails 

• A trail or sidewalk is needed along KL from Drake to 9th Street. 
• A greenway corridor should be considered to connect Township Park and the Lillian 

Anderson Arboretum with the County, Township, and South West Michigan Land 
Conservancy properties on KL Avenue. 

• Problem with people driving on the trails.  Bollards need to be added to block access. 
• More, more, more trails needed around/to town! 
• Keep as many trees and natural grasses as possible when creating trails. 

 
Other 

• A skate park is needed in the Township. 
• A pool, with or without a fitness center, is needed in the Township.  Would attract the 

growing senior population. 
• Sidewalks needed along Stadium west of 9th Street. 
• Consider developing a master plan for the Stadium Parkway Park property. 
• Small park is needed in the Westport area.  There are no parks in the neighborhood. 
• Look to Holland Township’s trail system.  How was it implemented? 

 
Kids Vote on future Flesher Field play equipment 

• Geodesic ball climbing structure – 16 dots 
• Tire swing – 13 dots 
• Four person twirler – 11 dots 
• Skateboard on two springs – 10 dots 
• Old fashioned merry go round – 9 dots 
• Big tunnel slide – 9 dots 
• Space age climbing thing - 6 
• Firetruck, bulldozer, and school bus pretend play climbers – 4 dots each 
• Basic swing, double slide, rock climbing wall – 3 dots each 
• Three person thing on two springs, one person spinner, twisty slide – 2 votes each 
• Duck on a spring – 1 vote 
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 Appendix B 
Funding Sources 

 
 
Funding Sources 
 
The recreation improvements proposed in the Five Year Capital Improvement Plan can be 
financed with a combination of resources.  There are several potential funding sources available 
for parks and recreation projects such as parkland improvements and facility upgrades.  In 
addition to the general fund, other potential sources of funding are described below. 
 
Millage 
A property tax millage can be used to finance specific park and recreation projects or to operate 
recreation facilities.  A millage is an effective way to divide costs over time among all of the 
taxpayers in the Township to provide matching grant funds or finance entire projects.  A millage 
allows more flexibility with how the money is allocated than with a bond. 
 
User Fees 
The Township can charge reasonable fees to the users of specific recreation facilities and for 
enrollment in recreation programs.  User fees can provide substantial support for park and 
recreation facilities and programs.  Other Michigan communities have established user fees for 
the use of swimming pools, tennis courts, lighted athletic fields, and indoor facilities.   
 
Recreation Bond 
A number of bond programs can be used to finance construction of parks and recreation 
facilities.  General Obligation Bonds are issued for specific community projects and may not be 
used for other purposes.  These bonds are usually paid for with property tax revenues.  
Revenue Bonds are issued for construction of public projects that generate revenue.  The bonds 
are then retired by using income generated by the project.   
 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
The State of Michigan offers three grant programs that can assist with acquisition and/or 
development of park land, and a fourth grant program targeted toward community forestry 
activities that can be used on park land.  
 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) 
MNRTF provides funding assistance for the public acquisition of land for recreation or for 
protection of the land because of its environmental importance or scenic beauty.  A 
limited amount of funidng may be used for the development of public outdoor recreation 
facilities.  This fund is directed at creating and improving outdoor recreational 
opportunities and providing protection to valuable natural resources.  The development 
grants are between $15,000 and $300,000 and there is no limit on the amount for 
acquisition projects because they depend upon the value of the property.  A local 
minimum match of 25% is required for all projects.  This grant is generally utilized for 
implementing large park projects and land acquisition.  Applications must be postmarked 
by April 1st for both acquisition and development projects. 
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Each year the Trust Fund Board of Trustees decides on priority project types which will 
receive emphasize for funding.  Those for 2013 include: 
 

1. Trails (including water trails) 
2. Wildlife/Ecological Corridors and Winter Deeryard (acquisition only) 
3. Projects Within an Urban Area 

 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
LWCF provides funding assistance for communities to acquire and develop land for 
public outdoor recreation.  This fund is directed at community recreation and trailway 
improvements that preserve natural resources.  The grants are a minimum of $30,000 
and a maximum of $75,000 with a local match of 50% required for all projects.  Projects 
are evaluated based on project need, applicant history, site and project quality, and a 
fourth criterion based on the type of proposed project.  Applications are due March 1st for 
grants.   
 
Recreation Passport Grant 
Money for this fund is derived from a portion of the sale of the Recreation Passport, 
which replaces the resident Motor Vehicle Permit – or window sticker – for state park 
entrance.  This grant program funds local development projects.  Renovating and 
improving existing parks is the focus of the grant, but the development of new parks is 
eligible.  Grants can range from a minimum of $7,500 to a maximum of $45,000.  A 25% 
minimum match is required. The application deadline is April 1.  
 
Community Forestry Program 
This program is designed to provide information and technical assistance to municipal 
governments and volunteer groups for urban and community forestry activities, 
management plans, inventories, planting and other maintenance activities.  Projects that 
develop or enhance urban and community forestry resources are looked upon highly.  
Applications are due each summer with maximum grant requests of $20,000. 

 
Conservation Easements 
A conservation easement is a method of preserving open space that is guaranteed through 
formal documentation.  This technique can also be used to preserve open space if it is not 
feasible or practical for the Township to acquire the land.  Rather than obtaining fee simple, or 
complete ownership, an organization or community can purchase or acquire by gift an 
easement to the property.  
 
Public-Private or Public-Public Partnerships 
Reduced funding for the public and private sector has created a need for various partnerships 
between public and private entities as well as between two or more public entities to 
accommodate specialized large-scale recreation demands.  The Township could consider 
creating or modifying the fee structure for the use of Township parks and facilities.  The fees 
could be utilized for facility development, maintenance and upgrades, and/or programming.  The 
fees would ensure continued high quality parks and facilities for Township residents.     
 
Donations 
Businesses, corporations, private clubs, community organizations, and individuals will often 
contribute to recreation and other improvement programs to benefit communities in which they 
are located.  Private sector contributions may be in the form of monetary contributions, the 
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donation of land, the provision of volunteer services, or the contribution of equipment or 
facilities.   
 
Foundations 
A foundation is a special non-profit legal entity that is established as a mechanism through 
which land, cash, and securities can be donated for the benefit of parks and recreation services.  
The assets are disbursed by the foundation Board of Directors according to a predetermined 
plan.   
 
Endowment Fund 
As described in Chapter 2, Administrative Structure and Funding, the Oshtemo Charter 
Township Parks and Recreation Endowment Fund is housed at the Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation.  The fund provides an opportunity for community members, businesses, and other 
interested parties to contribute to park and recreation priorities. Distributions of money must be 
approved by the Township Board.  As an endowment fund, the earnings of the fund, and not the 
principal, are available for spending.  The fund represents a new, independent revenue source 
specifically for Parks and Recreation in the Township.  Since it was established, all earnings 
have been reinvested in the fund in order to build for the long term growth and maintenance of 
the parks system.  It has grown to $212,000. Donations can be made to the Endowment Fund 
by visiting www.kalfound.org. 
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Appendix E 
Community Survey Results (2008) 

 
This community survey was conducted in April 2008 for the 2009-2013 Five Year Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan.  It continues to provide relevant and useful information for 
planning future parks and recreation facility improvements.  Therefore, this summary of 
the results from that effort is presented here so that the valuable information it contains 
continues to be utilized.   
 
At the end of April, 2,800 surveys were distributed to a sample of residents in Oshtemo Charter 
Township.  The size of the sample was chosen in order to generate statistically valid results.1  
The survey was designed by the Parks Committee and Planning Department.  It was a four-
page survey with 17 questions, which provided the Township with 82 unique pieces of 
information.  Respondents were given four weeks to fill out the survey and return it in an 
enclosed, self-addressed, stamped envelope.  In total, 676 individuals returned their surveys for 
a response rate over 24%.  This was a positive result considering the sheer volume of 
responses and the length of the survey.  In addition, it exceeds the volume necessary to 
achieve statistical validity (558).1 (A sample of the survey is included at the end of this 
appendix.) 
 
Demographic Analysis 
 
A number of demographic questions were asked on the survey in order to understand who the 
respondent was and understand more about the answers they were providing.  For example, 
their geographic location in the Township, their age, or the presence of children can have a big 
impact on their recreation preferences.   
 
Table 1 below summarizes some of the demographic findings from the survey.  The average 
respondent was from the northeast quadrant of the Township, a homeowner, employed, 
between 50 and 65 years old, and has lived in the Township for almost 15 years.  Over 75% of 
respondents did not have children at home.  Of those that did have children, the majority (31%) 
is 0-5 years old, and the remaining age groups are fairly evenly distributed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 The 2000 Census indicated that there were 7,551 occupied households in the Township.  We used 
8,000 for the purposes of calculating the sample since there has been an increase in the last eight years.  
We also assumed we would receive at least a 20% response rate.  To achieve a 95% confidence (±4%), 
a minimum of 2,790 surveys had to be distributed to the population of 8,000.  A response rate of 20% 
would generate 558 survey responses to obtain validity. 
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Table 1 – Demographic Summary Table 
 

This table summarizes the results from the demographic questions asked on the survey. 
 

        

 Age 
Group Children Percent of 

Children  Children in 
Household Percent  

 0-5 95 30.8%  No 75.8%  
 6-10 78 25.3%  Yes 24.2%  
 11-15 75 24.4%     
 16-18 60 19.5%  Description Respondents Percent  
     Student 11 1.6%  

 Age 
Group Respondents Percent  Employed 369 55.1%  Retired 251 37.5% 

 < 25 10 1.5%  Stay-At-Home 29 4.3%  
 25-34 54 8.1%  Other 10 1.5%  
 35-49 139 20.9%      
 50-64 280 42.0%  Tenure Respondents Percent  
 >65 183 27.5%  Rent 23 3.5%  
     Own 636 96.5%  
 Avg. Yrs in Township 15.05      
        

 
 
The survey was designed and distributed so that we could determine where respondents were 
living in relation to four sub-regions of the Township.  The Township was divided into quadrants 
geographically by KL Avenue and 6th Street.  Region 1 (northeast) is the most heavily 
represented at 34.1%.  It is followed by Region 4 (southeast), 27.3%; Region 2 (northwest), 
22.8%; and Region 3 (southwest), 15.9%.  Of the 2,800 surveys that were distributed, 2,000 
were sent to homeowners, 500 to residents of rental properties, and 300 to residents of 
manufactured housing parks.  Although this does not match the exact proportion of the 
population that exists in the Township, the distribution was selected due to the higher response 
rate that was anticipated from homeowners.  
 
The survey also asked respondents if they were aware that you can rent Township facilities 
such as the Community Center, Drake Homestead, and Grange Hall (Q14).  Although a majority 
indicated that they were aware of this (54.6%), it was not an overwhelming majority.  In fact, 
some respondents who answered “yes” indicated that they learned as a result of this question.  
If this is a service that the Township would like to make more popular, additional education and 
marketing will be necessary, particularly among younger residents in the Township who were far 
less knowledgeable about the opportunity than older residents.   
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Existing Facilities 
 
Many of the questions on the survey dealt with the respondents’ perceptions of existing park 
facilities in Oshtemo Charter Township.  In general, respondents seemed satisfied with the 
recreation facilities.  When asked to rate their general satisfaction with the Township’s Parks 
Facilities (Q7), the average score was 3.65 with over 56% of respondents circling “4” or “5”.  
However, respondents who indicated that they had been to a park more than 10 times in the last 
year had an average of 3.85 (compared to an average of 3.27 for those who said they did not 
visit a park at all.)  The majority of respondents – 36.7% – responded that they had not visited 
any park in the past year.  However, as shown in Table 3 below, the frequency of park visits 
was influenced greatly by the presence of children in the household.     
 
 

Table 2 – Park Satisfaction 
 

Question 7 measured respondents’ satisfaction with the Township’s Parks Facilities.    
 

Satisfaction Respondents Percent 
1 – Very Unsatisfied 18 3.5% 
2 – Unsatisfied 30 5.8% 
3 – Neutral 177 34.4% 
4 – Satisfied 180 34.6% 
5 – Very Satisfied 113 21.7% 

 
 

Table 3 – Frequency of Visits 
 

Question 7 also asked how often respondents visited parks in the past year.  The presence of 
children in the household clearly increases the frequency of visits. 
 

Frequency Respondents Percent Percent by Households 
with Children 

0 times/year 244 36.7% 13.0% 
1-5 times/year 207 31.2% 34.2% 
6-10 times/year 102 15.4% 20.5% 
11-25 times/year 73 11.0% 23.0% 
>25 times/year 38 5.7% 9.3% 

 
 
Another part of Question 7 asked respondents to list what parks they visited in the last year.  
Respondents were provided with a blank line to list as many parks and facilities as they wanted.  
Responses were quite varied with facilities throughout the region generating visits from 
residents in the Township.  By far, the most popular parks are the two Township facilities.  The 
other popular facilities are those located within the Township.  (It should be noted that the 
instructions for this question asked respondents not to list Kal-Haven Trail because there were 
separate questions addressing that facility in particular.)  The eight facilities that generated the 
highest number of responses are shown in Table 4 below. 
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Table 4 – Parks Visited Most Often 
 
Park facilities that respondents indicated they visited in the last year (Q7).  They are listed in 
order in terms of the number of surveys on which they were listed.  The percentage is the 
percent of the total number of respondents to the survey.  (The percent does not equal 100% 
because respondents were permitted to enter more than one facility.) 
 

Park Facilities Responses Percent of 
Respondents 

Oshtemo Township Park 231 34.2% 
Flesher Field 187 27.7% 
Lillian Anderson Arboretum 36 5.3% 
Kal-Haven Trail State Park 30 4.4% 
Markin Glen County Park 26 3.8% 
Al Sabo Preserve 24 3.6% 
Milham Park 18 2.7% 
Kalamazoo Community Soccer Complex 12 1.8% 

 
 
Respondents were then given an opportunity to state the reasons why they visited these parks.  
We hoped to find out what activities they participated in at these facilities as well as what 
amenities or characteristics attracted them to various places.  Again, we received a wide variety 
of responses, particularly due to the open-ended nature of the question.  Many of the responses 
referred to specific activities, park amenities, characteristics of the facilities, and events that take 
people to the park.  Of the various activities mentioned, walking / walking the dog was the most 
often mentioned.  Various responses involving grandchildren were also very popular.   
 
When asked specifically about the Township Park facilities, many of the same activities and 
characteristics were also referenced here.  It is clear from the comments here that these 
facilities are popular as a result of their proximity to people’s homes and the cleanliness and 
maintenance, as we will see later on as well.   
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Table 5 – Reasons Respondents Visit the Parks 
 
Another subset of Question 7 asked respondents why they visit the parks they listed.  They 
were given room to provide multiple answers.  Similar responses were grouped into categories.  
The percentage is a percent of the total respondents to the survey.  The top 15 reasons are 
provided here. 
 

Reason to Visit Park Respondents Percent 
Walk 84 12.4% 
Grandchildren 69 10.2% 
Recreation / activities / play / entertainment / games 54 8.0% 
Playground 42 6.2% 
Picnic 35 5.2% 
Trails / hike 31 4.6% 
Get outdoors / peace / quiet / nature study / view 
wildlife / birding 29 4.3% 

Events / Oshtemo Days / dump day 27 4.0% 
Disc Golf / frisbee 24 3.6% 
Enjoyment / fun / relaxing 21 3.1% 
Children 18 2.7% 
Biking / mountain biking 17 2.5% 
Exercise 15 2.2% 
Soccer 13 1.9% 
Cross-country ski / ski 13 1.9% 
 
 
The survey also asked specifically about respondents’ use of the Kal-Haven Trail.  On average, 
respondents used the trail 5.3 times over the past year.  For this question, a blank was 
provided, and respondents were instructed to estimate the number of times in the past year that 
they have used the Trail.  Not surprisingly, the two regions on the north side of the Township 
(Regions 1 and 2) had much greater usage of the Trail than the two on the south side (Regions 
3 and 4) due to the proximity of the Trail.  The average usage in Regions 1 and 2 was 8.13 
times and 7.14 times over the past year respectively, while in Regions 3 and 4, the averages 
were 1.51 and 2.55 respectively.  The Trail is also most popular with individuals in the 35-64 
year old age categories.   
 
We also asked people what they did when they visited the Kal-Haven Trail.  This too was an 
open-ended question giving respondents an opportunity to provide a number of different 
responses to this question.  The most popular activity on the trail is definitely biking.  Over 2/3 of 
the respondents who indicated that they visited the Trail said that they biked there last year.  
Walking and hiking was another popular activity practiced by almost half of those who visited. 
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Table 6 – Reasons to Visit Kal Haven Trail 
 
Respondents also listed the reasons they visited the Kal-Haven Trail.  Again, they were given 
room to provide multiple answers.  Similar responses were grouped into categories.  The 
percentage is a percent of the total respondents to the survey.  Also provided is the percentage 
of the total number of people (231) who indicated they used the Kal-Haven Trail at least one 
time during the last year (Q7).  The top six responses are provided here.   
 

Reason to Visit Trail Respondents Percent Percent of Respondents 
Who Use the Trail 

Bike 154 22.8% 66.7% 
Walk / Hike 110 16.3% 47.6% 
Run 26 3.8% 11.3% 
Cross-country ski 9 1.3% 3.9% 
Wildlife / birds / plant study / 
nature 9 1.3% 3.9% 

Snowmobile 5 0.7% 2.2% 
 
 
When respondents were asked about their satisfaction with Township facilities, a pair of open-
ended, follow-up questions was asked.  For those who responded that they were unsatisfied 
with the Township facilities or neutral, we asked them what could be done to improve the parks.  
For those that said that they were satisfied, we asked them what it was that they liked.  All of the 
responses for these and the other open-ended questions are provided in the appendix for the 
Plan.  The results are summarized here. 
 
In terms of what could be done to improve the parks, a wide variety of ideas were generated.  
The most popular suggestions were related to trails.  Generally, respondents wanted 
improvements to existing trails (such as better definition and marking) or they wanted additional 
trails.  Another popular sentiment was to make the facilities larger and/or add more equipment.  
Specifically, children’s play equipment was most often mentioned.  In terms of the performance 
of the facility, bathrooms stood out as the item respondents were most critical of.  Their 
concerns ranged from wanting more, wanting more access, cleanliness, and odor.  Similarly, 
picking up litter, providing more trash cans, and not having overflowing trash cans was also a 
common theme.  In terms of amenities that respondents would like to see, benches, shade 
(particularly at Flesher Field), more picnic tables, and a dog park were regularly mentioned.   
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Table 7 – How to Improve the Parks 
 
Respondents who indicated that they were unsatisfied with the Township Parks were asked 
what could be done to improve them.  The following are all of the suggestions that generated at 
least three responses.  The percentage is a percent of the total respondents to the survey.  
 

Ways to Improve Twp Parks Respondents Percent 
More Trails / better trails 26 3.8% 
Bathroom issues 18 2.7% 
Make bigger / more equipment 17 2.5% 
Benches 9 1.3% 
Dog park 8 1.2% 
More shade 7 1.0% 
Trash cans / more / litter 7 1.0% 
Beautification / landscaping 6 0.9% 
Number / more parks 5 0.7% 
Picnic tables / shelter 5 0.7% 
Activities 5 0.7% 
Tennis courts 4 0.6% 
Maintenance 4 0.6% 
Pool 3 0.4% 
Baseball fields 3 0.4% 
Change sand to wood chips 3 0.4% 
Improve entry / access 3 0.4% 
 
 
Respondents who indicated they were satisfied with the Township Park facilities told us what 
they liked about the parks, and the cleanliness, maintenance, and upkeep of the facilities was 
an overwhelming comment from the respondents.  Over half of the people who responded to 
this question indicated that this was one of the reasons that they like the Township Parks.  They 
also mentioned specifically the playground equipment and variety of activities for children.  The 
proximity to their homes was also a significant reason respondents liked these parks.  Finally, 
the natural setting, trails, and pleasant / quiet atmosphere were the other most significant 
reasons selected. 
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Table 8 – What Do You Like about the Parks 
 
Respondents who indicated that they were satisfied with the Township Parks were asked what 
they liked about the facilities.  The following are all of the suggestions that generated at least 
three responses.  The percentage is a percent of the total respondents to the survey.  
 

What Do You Like about Twp Parks Respondents Percent 
Clean / well maintained / upkeep 122 18.0% 
Stuff for kids / playground 40 5.9% 
Accessibility / availability / close to home 38 5.6% 
Natural setting / outdoors / open 31 4.6% 
Trails 27 4.0% 
Pleasant atmosphere / quiet 19 2.8% 
Picnic facilities / pavilion 11 1.6% 
Good equipment 11 1.6% 
Features / activities 10 1.5% 
Bathroom / Port-a-potty 9 1.3% 
Disc Golf 8 1.2% 
Attractive / beauty 8 1.2% 
Safe 7 1.0% 
Size 7 1.0% 
Parking 6 0.9% 
Trash 4 0.6% 
Trees / shade 4 0.6% 
Free 3 0.4% 
 
 
The final open-ended question regarding the Township Parks that we asked was regarding their 
level of comfort while visiting a Parks facility.  Earlier, we indicated that we had asked if they felt 
comfortable at the Township Parks.  The response was generally positive.  We then asked them 
what could be done to make them feel more comfortable.  We received a lot of great ideas, all of 
which are included in the appendix.  Some of the most popular include providing more seating 
and better visibility, better lighting, surveillance cameras, more security patrols including on-foot 
volunteers, and snake and insect control.   
 
Question 10 asked respondents to rate the performance of Township facilities in seven different 
categories: beauty, cleanliness, safety, size, handicap access, convenient location, and 
maintenance.  Respondents were also given the opportunity to list another standard by which 
the performance of the parks should be judged.  Question 10 asked whether the Township 
facilities rated negative (1), neutral (2), or positive (3) for each category.  Table 9 below shows 
the average scores from Question 10, all of which are between neutral (2) and positive (3). 
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Table 9 – Existing Facility Performance 
 
Question 10 evaluated the performance of existing recreational facilities based on seven 
characteristics.  Respondents were asked in Question 10 if the performance of the facilities is 
negative (1), neutral (2), or positive (3) for each of the characteristics.   
 

Characteristic Q10 Average 
Convenient Location 2.65 
Cleanliness 2.54 
Maintenance 2.52 
Safety 2.48 
Beauty 2.46 
Size 2.40 
Handicap Access 2.26 

 
 
Convenient Location and Cleanliness had the highest average scores for Question 10, while 
Handicap Access had the lowest average score.  Interestingly, for Handicap Access, this was 
the item out of this group that was most often skipped indicating that respondents may have 
known the least about it.  Written comments in the survey and responses to the other questions 
support the high marks given to the Township facilities for their cleanliness and maintenance.  
There were no significant differences based on region, age, or presence of children.  The only 
interesting finding was that generally, the more that respondents visited parks, the more positive 
they felt about these qualities across the board. 
 
Question 11 asked some specific questions about the parks and recreation services offered by 
the Township.  The four questions asked about park facilities, the amount of park facilities 
provided, and their distribution across the Township.  Responses ranged from poor (1) to 
excellent (5).  The average for most of the questions was near satisfactory (3), indicating that 
while there are many in the Township who are satisfied, there are a significant number of people 
that rate the amount, variety, and distribution of park facilities in the Township as less than 
satisfactory.   
 
Interestingly, the average scores were lowest among those groups that use the facilities the 
most.  For example, those that used park facilities more than 10 times responded with an 
average of 2.94 on 11a regarding the amount of park land and 2.84 to 11b regarding the 
number of park facilities.  Meanwhile, those that said they never visited the parks responded 
with a 3.31 and 3.27 for those same questions.  Similarly, people with children were more 
critical of the amount of parkland and facilities than those without children.  It could be an 
indication that those that use the facilities the most want more and feel there are not enough, 
while those that do not make use of the current facilities feel that adding more would not be the 
best use of current resources.   
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Table 10 – Township Parks Attributes 
 
Respondents were asked how they would rate the following attributes associated with parks and 
recreation in the Township: poor (1), fair (2), satisfactory (3), good (4), or excellent (5).  The 
results show that those that use the parks more often are more critical. 
 

How would rate the following 
attributes? Average # of Park Visits Children in HH 

0 >10 No Yes 
11a. The amount of developed parkland 3.09 3.31 2.94 3.13 2.99 
11b. The number of park facilities 2.99 3.27 2.84 3.02 2.92 
11c. The distribution of park facilities 3.20 3.30 3.17 3.21 3.17 
11d. The variety of recreation 
opportunities 3.06 3.16 3.11 3.08 3.00 

 
 
Priorities for the Future 
 
Another goal of this survey was to determine the recreation priorities of the Township residents.  
By asking different types of questions, we could determine the types of park facilities they would 
like to have built over the next few years as well as the goals and objectives they would like the 
Township to address in their plan.    
 
Question 12 listed 20 different recreational facilities in alphabetical order.  Respondents were 
asked whether they felt there was a need for each of these facilities in Oshtemo Township: no 
(1), neutral (2), or yes (3).  They were also given the opportunity to provide other potential 
facilities.  The results are presented in Table 11 below.  Trails and paths are clearly a priority as 
these were highly rated by Township residents.  Uses that would be unique in the Township – 
such as the sledding hill, outdoor ice rink, dog park, and skateboard park – scored across the 
board and will provide useful information for goal setting.     
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Table 11 – Facility Priorities 
 
A list of 20 recreational facilities was presented in alphabetical order.  Respondents were asked 
whether there was a need for each facility in Oshtemo Township: no (1), neutral (2), or yes (3).  
The items are listed in order based on the average score for the entire Township.  In addition 
the average based on the number of visits to parks respondents made is also provided. 
 

 Average # Visits 
0 1-5 6-10 >10 

Walk / Hike / Jog Trails 2.52 2.31 2.61 2.52 2.65 
Paved Bicycle Paths 2.44 2.28 2.49 2.46 2.57 
Picnic Shelters 2.34 2.21 2.43 2.43 2.26 
Nature Center / Gardens 2.32 2.12 2.42 2.43 2.40 
Playgrounds / Equipment 2.31 2.10 2.40 2.39 2.41 
Sledding Hill 2.28 2.10 2.28 2.39 2.47 
Cross-country Skiing Trails 2.19 2.01 2.22 2.16 2.44 
Tennis Courts 2.18 2.02 2.23 2.20 2.28 
Outdoor Ice Rink 2.14 1.94 2.19 2.32 2.26 
Baseball / Softball Fields 2.12 1.98 2.22 2.12 2.12 
Basketball Courts 2.08 1.90 2.17 2.09 2.15 
Dog Park 2.07 2.04 2.08 2.01 2.18 
Mountain Biking Trails 2.07 1.89 2.12 2.12 2.27 
Soccer Fields 1.95 1.81 2.03 1.88 2.02 
Swimming Pool 1.91 1.72 1.96 2.01 2.03 
Disc Golf 1.88 1.72 1.94 1.89 1.99 
Amphitheater / Bandstand 1.85 1.68 1.98 1.94 1.78 
Shuffleboard / Bocce Ball 1.81 1.68 1.84 1.86 1.88 
Beach Volleyball 1.77 1.57 1.85 1.76 1.94 
Skateboard / BMX Park 1.65 1.50 1.69 1.77 1.70 

 
 
We also provided the average scores based on the response to the number of visits that were 
made to a park facility.  Notice the contrast between the respondents who did not visit a park 
facility and those that did.  Generally, the order of preference and priority is about the same with 
a few variations, but the magnitude of support and desire for some of these facilities is 
significantly greater for those respondents who more frequently used the parks.   
 
When the responses from the various regions are compared, two trends were apparent.  In 
general, region one in the northeast quadrant of the township had lower average scores 
indicating they feel there is not much need for additional facilities in the Township.  However, 
the difference between region 1 and other regions, particularly region 4 in the southeast 
quadrant, was particularly vast for baseball/softball and soccer fields.  For baseball/softball it 
was 1.99 to 2.21 and for soccer it was 1.84 to 2.05.  There could be a number of reasons for 
this that may be worth exploring, but it is an interesting statistic.  The other trend was in 
comparison to regions 1 and 2, particularly with some of the uses similar to those offered by the 
Kal-Haven Trail.  For cross-country skiing, dog park, mountain bike trails, and nature center, 
region 1 was significantly lower than region 2, and in almost every case these regions were the 
high and low.  Providing easier access to the Kal-Haven Trail may accommodate these 
residents in the northwest region.   
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When the comparison is made based on age groups, the youngest age groups - <25 and 25-34 
– almost always have the highest average.  The greatest difference between these age groups 
and the others occur with facilities for more active recreational pursuits.  These would include 
baseball/softball fields, basketball courts, beach volleyball, dog park, mountain bike trails, paved 
bicycle path, sledding hill, and tennis courts.   
 
Not surprisingly, the presence of children made a difference with those items that would be most 
popular with kids.  The most significant differences between respondents with children and 
those without occurred with mountain bike trails, outdoor ice rink, paved bicycle path, 
playgrounds / equipment, and sledding hill.  
 
Besides just types of facilities to construct in the future, the Five-Year Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan will also establish policies and priorities for decision making by the Township for the 
next five years.  Question 15 asked respondents about eight different priorities that are likely to 
be considered among those as the Parks Committee and Township Board begin to develop 
their list of Goals and Objectives for the Plan.  The public responses to these priorities will likely 
influence those decisions.  The responses are summarized in Table 12 below.  The table shows 
the average results based on the entire Township and is also broken down based on the 
number of times respondents visited township park facilities.  Once again, this had a significant 
impact on the response to this question.  For the Township as a whole, all of the priorities 
scored well (between satisfactory (3) and good (4)).  As we look at the responses based on 
number of visits, those that visited the parks feel much more strongly that these items should be 
a priority for the Township.  While this is logical, it is still meaningful as it would be telling if the 
people who used the parks did not think that it should be a priority for the Township.   
 
 

Table 12 – Recreation Priorities 
 
Eight recreation priorities that are likely to be considered or developed into Goals and 
Objectives in the Plan were evaluated by the respondents based on their importance: not 
important (1), somewhat not important (2), neutral (3), somewhat important (4), important (5). 
 

 Average Visits 
0 1-5 6-10 >10 

Purchasing land to preserve natural 
areas 

3.60 3.18 3.75 3.75 3.94 

Building pathways 3.57 3.13 3.75 3.55 3.97 
Expanding amenities and activities 3.46 2.95 3.71 3.62 3.72 
Acquiring more park land 3.29 2.69 3.47 3.35 3.94 
Improving maintenance 3.26 3.04 3.32 3.46 3.34 
Preserving historic homes and sites 3.22 3.02 3.33 3.31 3.29 
Developing smaller neighborhood 
parks 

3.18 2.77 3.41 3.24 3.39 

Improving barrier free accessibility 3.18 2.95 3.27 3.34 3.22 
 
 
Age also seemed to have an impact on the response to this question.  Younger age groups felt 
building pathways, acquiring more parkland, expanding amenities and activities, and developing 
smaller neighborhood parks were a much higher priority than the older age groups. 
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One priority that the Township has already been addressing is pathways.  There are two types 
of bicycle ways existing in the Township and plans for expansion of both: bike lanes, which are 
paved portions of the shoulder of the road, and bike paths, which are separated from the road.  
Question 13 asked respondents how comfortable they are using each of these types of bicycle 
ways for various types of bicycling activities.  Responses were on a 1-5 scale ranging from very 
uncomfortable to very comfortable.  In general, respondents were not comfortable with the use 
of bike lanes and were more tolerant of the use of bike paths.   
 
 

Table 13 – Bike Lanes and Bike Paths 
 
Respondents were asked about their comfort using bike lanes and bike paths for various 
bicycling activities.  They checked (1) very uncomfortable, (2) uncomfortable, (3) neutral, (4) 
comfortable, or (5) very comfortable for each item.   
 

 Bike Lane Bike Path 
Leisurely Ride with Family 2.43 4.03 
Ride for Exercise 2.83 4.01 
Commuting to Work 2.54 3.59 
Children Riding Alone 1.77 3.20 

 
 
The noticeable trend in these results is that once it involves children, the results dropped, with 
the exception of the leisurely ride on the bike path.  That is something many people have done 
before, and they are comfortable with.  It is a controlled environment.   
 
 
Funding 
 
Once the Township Board has established their priorities for the next five years, they must begin 
to consider how those priorities will be funded.  One method to consider is through a millage 
request.  Question 16 asked whether respondents would support an increase in millage rates on 
their property taxes to fund Parks and Recreation activities.  Specifically, the survey asked if 
they would be willing to support a 0.5 millage increase ($35 per $70,000 in taxable value) to 
fund each of four activities: creating parks, maintaining parks, purchasing land, and building 
trails and sidewalks.  The average responses were around neutral in all cases.  The Township 
wide results for Question 16 are presented in Table 14 below.  
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Table 14 – Parks and Recreation Millage 
 
Respondents were asked if they would support an additional 0.5 mills in property taxes for each 
of the following Parks and Recreation activities.  The Township average is presented as well as 
the percent of total survey respondents that gave each response. 
 

 Township 
Avg. 

Strongly 
Disagree 

(1) 
Disagree 

(2) 
Neutral 

(3) 
Agree 

(4) 
Strongly 

Agree 
(5) 

Creating 
Parks 2.85 29.7% 12.0% 18.8% 22.3% 17.2% 

Maintaining 
Parks 3.15 20.8% 9.7% 20.6% 31.7% 17.1% 

Purchasing 
Land 2.83 31.0% 12.0% 19.0% 19.5% 18.5% 

Building 
Trails and 
Sidewalks 

3.21 24.5% 9.3% 12.8% 26.9% 26.4% 

 
 
Looking at the data for each of the activities, the responses are distributed broadly across all 
four options.  With large percentages of responses at both ends of the spectrum, clearly this 
was a polarizing question.  Over 92% of those responding to the survey answered this set of 
questions.  Besides the basic demographic questions, these were the most often answered 
questions.  In order to better understand the responses, we conducted further investigation into 
the data and the various subsets of the population.  The tables below show how the results 
varied based on age group, presence of children, whether or not you visited the Township 
parks, and region.   
 
 

Table 15 – Recreation Millage by Age Group 
 
Respondents were asked if they would support an additional 0.5 mills in property taxes for 
creating parks, maintaining parks, purchasing land for parks, or building trails and sidewalks.  
They indicated if they strongly disagreed (1), disagreed (2), were neutral (3), agreed (4), or 
strongly agreed (5).  This breakdown based on age groups shows that the younger age groups 
are the most supportive of a millage rate for recreation, and that the older age groups are the 
least supportive at this time.  [The highest score in each column is shown in bold and the lowest 
score in italics.] 
 

 16a. Creating 
Avg. 

16b. Maintaining 
Avg. 

16c. Purchasing 
Avg. 

16d. Trails 
Avg. 

<20 and 20-34 3.67 3.59 3.51 4.05 
35-49 2.81 3.24 2.71 3.24 
50-64 2.77 3.05 2.78 3.21 
>65 2.72 3.08 2.69 2.86 
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Table 16 – Recreation Millage by Presence of Children 
 
Respondents were asked if they would support an additional 0.5 mills in property taxes for 
creating parks, maintaining parks, purchasing land for parks, and building trails and sidewalks.  
They indicated if they strongly disagreed (1), disagreed (2), were neutral (3), agreed (4), or 
strongly agreed (5).  This table breaks down the results by the presence of children.  Those with 
children were more supportive of the possibility of a millage request, likely due to the higher use 
of the park facilities. 
 

 16a. Creating 
Avg. 

16b. Maintaining 
Avg. 

16c. Purchasing 
Avg. 

16d. Trails 
Avg. 

Children in HH 3.23 3.49 3.10 3.58 
No Children in HH 2.73 3.03 2.73 3.10 

 
 

Table 17 – Recreation Millage by Frequency of Visits 
 
Respondents were asked if they would support an additional 0.5 mills in property taxes for 
creating parks, maintaining parks, purchasing land for parks, or building trails and sidewalks.  
They indicated if they strongly disagreed (1), disagreed (2), were neutral (3), agreed (4), or 
strongly agreed (5).  This table breaks down the results by the frequency of visits to Township 
park facilities.  As would be expected, the more often the respondent frequented the park 
facilities, the more likely they were to support a millage.  [The highest score in each column is 
shown in bold and the lowest score in italics.] 
 
 16a. Creating 

Avg. 
16b. Maintaining 

Avg. 
16c. Purchasing 

Avg. 
16d. Trails 

Avg. 
No Visits 2.27 2.64 2.26 2.57 
1-5 Visits 3.01 3.27 3.02 3.42 
6-10 Visits 3.04 3.38 2.91 3.41 
>10 Visits 3.50 3.68 3.45 3.89 
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Table 18 – Recreation Millage by Region 
 
Respondents were asked if they would support an additional 0.5 mills in property taxes for 
creating parks, maintaining parks, purchasing land for parks, or building trails and sidewalks.  
They indicated if they strongly disagreed (1), disagreed (2), were neutral (3), agreed (4), or 
strongly agreed (5).  This table breaks down the results by the region of the Township they 
lived.  Although there were not significant differences between the regions, Region 4 always had 
the highest average and Region 2 was usually the lowest.  This is likely related to the proximity 
of these residents to park facilities.  [The highest score in each column is shown in bold and the 
lowest score in italics.] 
 
 16a. Creating 

Avg. 
16b. Maintaining 

Avg. 
16c. Purchasing 

Avg. 
16d. Trails 

Avg. 
Region 1 (NE) 2.92 3.08 2.86 3.13 
Region 2 (NW) 2.71 3.04 2.79 3.10 
Region 3 (SW) 2.81 3.11 2.76 3.17 
Region 4 (SE) 2.95 3.33 2.87 3.42 
 
 
Question 17 also dealt with funding recreation improvements.  However, this question dealt with 
some alternatives besides just taxation - general fund, user fees, millage, grant money, and 
private sources – and asked what source of funding should be used for funding parks and 
recreation priorities.  The results are shown in Table 19 below.  In general, respondents appear 
to believe that it is agreeable to use other people’s money - through grants and donations to 
fund parks and recreation activities, but were not quite as agreeable when it came to their own 
money – special millage rates and user fees.   
 
 

Table 19 – Parks and Recreation Funding 
 
Five possible sources of funding for parks and recreation priorities were identified.  
Respondents were asked whether they strongly disagreed (1), disagreed (2), were neutral (3), 
agreed (4), or strongly agreed (5) that each source of funds should be used for each activity.   
The Township average is presented as well as the percent of total survey respondents that gave 
each response.  
 

Source of 
Funding 

Township 
Avg. 

Strongly 
Disagree 

(1) 
Disagree 

(2) 
Neutral 

(3) 
Agree 

(4) 
Strongly 

Agree 
(5) 

Township General 
Fund 3.46 12.3% 7.1% 25.0% 33.2% 22.4% 

User Fees 3.07 19.7% 15.7% 21.3% 24.1% 19.2% 
Special Millage 2.59 32.3% 14.3% 24.6% 20.4% 8.5% 
Grant Money 4.13 4.4% 3.0% 12.0% 36.9% 43.8% 
Private Sources / 
Donation 4.17 4.2% 2.0% 12.7% 34.4% 46.7% 
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There was nothing too different that came out of the data when Question 17 was broken down 
by different sectors of the population.  The results and trends were very similar to those seen 
and demonstrated above for Question 16.  Not surprisingly, people who did not visit the parks 
strongly disagreed (1) that funding should come from a special millage, and people who did use 
the parks frequently strongly disagreed (1) that funding should come from user fees.   
 
 
Summary 
 
The results discussed above provide an overview of the quantitative information that is available 
from the Community Survey.  However, there is much more that could be learned from this data 
and from these results, not to mention all of the comments that were submitted as well.  These 
comments and the other submittals provided for many of the items above are provided in the 
appendix of the Plan.   
 
We encourage the Township to do a follow-up survey in a few years.  It should be shorter and 
does not necessarily need to be the same format.  However, after implementing some of the 
action items that will be put forward in this Master Plan, you would be able to see if that impacts 
any of these results and if perceptions change as a result of your actions. 
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Oshtemo Charter Township 
Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan 

 
Dear Resident of Oshtemo Charter Township, 
 
Oshtemo Charter Township seeks the opinion of Township residents like you on recreation priorities 
for the next five years.  This public input, along with input from focus groups and public meetings, will 
be incorporated into the Township’s Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  We want to know 
what you think about existing and potential recreation facilities in the Township. 
 
The Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan is currently under development, so please take a 
few minutes NOW to have one person in your household complete this survey and return it in the 
enclosed, self-addressed envelope by May 21st.  We will be discussing the results from this survey at 
two public meetings (where additional public input will be collected) to be held June 17 and June 25.  
(Check with Township for time and location.)  Because only a select sample of Township residents 
were sent surveys, your prompt response to this survey is greatly appreciated and is critical to the 
Plan’s development!  We need to know what residents like you want for the future of your parks! 
 
Thank you for being a part of the Oshtemo Charter Township Five Year Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan.  Should you have an interest to further participate in this process or to donate time, money, or 
property to the Township for Parks and Recreation, please call the Planning Dept. at (269) 216-5223. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John VanDyke      Neil Sikora 
Supervisor      Chairman, Parks Committee 
 
The following information will be helpful as you respond to this survey: 
• The following are the only parks maintained by Oshtemo Charter Township: Oshtemo Township 

Park (on West Main Street) and Flesher Field (on S 9th Street) 
 
• The following are maintained by other entities: Markin Glen, Kal-Haven Trail, Al Sabo Land 

Preserve, Kalamazoo Community Soccer Complex, Lillian Anderson Arboretum, West Hills 
Athletic Complex, the Alamo Ball Fields, and any school facility. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

1. The map to the left has been 
divided into four segments.  Please 
circle the number below that 
matches the area on the map in 
which you currently live: (circle one) 

 
 1 ............ 2 ............. 3 ............. 4 
 
2. Do you own or rent your residence? 

(circle one) 
 

OWN RENT 
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3. How old are you? (circle one) <25 25-34 35-49 50-65 >65 
 
4. How long have you lived in Oshtemo Township? (enter years) ___________________ 
 
5. Do you have children (age 18 or under) at home?  (circle one)     YES      NO     
 
 a. If YES, how many children do you have in each of the following age groups? 
 
  0-5 ________   6-10 ________   11-15 ________   16-18 ________ 
 
6. Please circle the item below that best describes you: (circle one) 
 
 Student ........ Employed ........ Retired ......... Stay-at-Home ........ Other(___________) 
 
7. Considering all parks except the Kal-Haven trail, roughly how many times did you go 

to a park last year? (circle one) 
                                              

 None              1-5              6-10             11-25          >25 
 

a. What parks did you visit?  _________________________________________    
b. Why did you visit the park(s)?  _____________________________________  
c. Roughly how many times did you use the Kal-Haven trail last year?  ________ 

1. What did you do on the trail? _____________________________________ 
d. Did you visit either of the parks in the Township (Oshtemo Township Park or 

Flesher Field)?  If so, which ones and why? ___________________________  
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

d. Please rate your satisfaction with the Township’s Parks Facilities: (circle one) 
 

 Very Unsatisfied Neutral Very Satisfied 
 1 ..................... 2 ..................... 3 ....................... 4 ....................... 5 
 

 e. If you answered 1, 2, or 3, what would you improve? _____________________ 
  _______________________________________________________________ 
 

 f. If you answered 4 or 5, what did you like? ______________________________ 
  _______________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Do you feel comfortable and at ease when at the Oshtemo Parks facilities? (circle one) 
 

 Very Uncomfortable Neutral Very Comfortable 
 1 ....................... 2 ........................ 3 ...................... 4 ......................... 5 
 
9. What could to be done for you to be very comfortable in our parks?  
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

      ____________________________________________________________________________ 
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10. Please indicate your opinion as to the performance of the existing Township park 
facilities: (check the box: 1= negative, 2=neutral, 3=positive.) 

 

 1  2  3   1  2  3 
a. Beauty    e. Handicap access    
b. Cleanliness    f. Convenient location    
c. Safety    g. Maintenance    
d. Size    h. ____________      

 
11. How would you rate the Township Parks and Recreation services? (check the box: 

1=poor, 2=fair, 3=satisfactory, 4=good, 5=excellent) 
 1 2 3 4 5 
a. The amount of developed parkland      
b. The number of park facilities      
c. The distribution of park facilities      
d. The variety of recreation opportunities      

 
12. Do you believe there is a need for the following facilities in Oshtemo Township?  (If the 

facilities already exist, are more needed?)  [check the box: 1=no; 2=neutral; 3=yes] 
    

 1 2 3   1 2 3 
a. Amphitheater/Bandstand    l. Picnic Shelters    
b. Baseball/Softball Fields    m. Playgrounds/Equipment    
c. Basketball Courts    n Shuffleboard/Bocce Ball    
 
d. Beach Volleyball    o. Skateboard/BMX Park    
e. Cross-country Skiing Trails    p. Sledding Hill    
f. Disc Golf    q. Soccer Fields    
g. Dog Park    r. Swimming Pool    
 
h. Mountain Biking Trails    s. Tennis Courts    
i. Nature Center/Gardens    t. Walk/Hike/Jog Trails    
j. Outdoor Ice Rink    u. _________________    
k. Paved Bicycle Paths    v. _________________    

 

13. How comfortable are you using bike lanes and/or bike paths for the following…: (check 
the box: 1=very uncomfortable, 2=uncomfortable, 3=neutral, 4=comfortable, 5=very 
comfortable).  [Note:  A bike lane is a paved portion of the shoulder of the road, and a 
bike path is paved path that is separated from the road.] 

 Bike Lane Bike Path 
 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
a. Leisurely Ride with Family           
b. Ride for Exercise           
c. Commuting to Work           
d. Children Riding Alone           

 
14. Are you aware that you can rent certain Township facilities such as the  
 Community Center (Stadium Dr) and the Grange Hall (3rd Ave)?  (circle one)      YES     NO     
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15. In considering priorities for the next five years, how important are each of the 
following? (check the box: 1=not important, 2=somewhat not important, 3=neutral, 
4=somewhat important, 5=important) 
  1 2 3 4 5 
a. Building pathways to connect neighborhoods to 

schools, parks, and the Kal-Haven Trail      
b. Acquiring more park land      
c. Developing smaller neighborhood parks throughout  
 the Township      
d. Improving the maintenance of existing parks      
e. Expanding the amenities and activities available at the   

Township Parks      
 f. Improving barrier-free accessibility at parks      
 g. Purchasing land to preserve natural areas, wetlands,  

 habitat areas, and other similar resources      
h. Preserving historic homes, buildings, and sites      

 i. Other: _____________________________________      
 
16. Would you support up to an additional 0.5 mills in property taxes for the following 

Parks and Recreation responsibilities:  [Note: 0.5 mills equals $35 per $70,000 in 
taxable value of property.] (check the box: 1=strongly disagree, 2=disagree, 3=neutral, 
4=agree, 5=strongly agree)   
 1 2 3 4 5 
a. Creating parks on vacant land.      
b. Maintaining, upgrading, and improving existing parks.       
c. Purchasing land for additional parks.      
d. Building trails and sidewalks.      
e. Other: _____________________________      

 
17. Do you agree or disagree that funding for parks and recreation priorities should come 

from…: (check the box: 1=strongly disagree, 2=disagree, 3=neutral, 4=agree, 
5=strongly agree) 
  1 2 3 4 5 
a. Township General Fund           
b. User Fees           
c. Special Millage           
d. Grant Money           
e. Private Sources / Donation            

 
Are there any other changes, improvements, or additions that you would like to see involving 
parks, parks facilities, or other parks and recreation functions?  Also, if you would like to be 
involved in future Township Parks and Recreation efforts, please provide your contact 
information here, and we will be sure to contact you.  Thanks! 
 _________________________________________________________________________   
 _________________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________________  

Thank you for your participation!  Please return this survey by May 21st. 
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 Appendix F 
Non-Motorized Facilities Plan 

 
 
Non-Motorized Facilities Plan 
 
The Township recognizes the residents’ desire to have non-motorized facilities to access goods 
and services, connect to and between recreational and residential areas, and increase 
opportunities for physical activity to promote healthful life styles.  Wider paved shoulders, 
bicycle paths, and sidewalks, as indicated on Map 5 – Oshtemo Township Non-Motorized Plan 
and Map 6 – Oshtemo Township Non-Motorized Plan and Township Parks and Facilities, will be 
pursued by the Township to accomplish this end. 
 
The non-motorized plan contained within the Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan is the 
most current and will be continuously updated in the future.  A separate, stand alone update to 
the non-motorized plan provides specific recommendations for key corridors with the Township.  
The Township will look to these documents during the site plan review process to determine 
what is required as properties develop and redevelop as well as in identifying priority projects for 
the Township to undertake.  It is important that the non-motorized plan continue to be updated 
and consulted as the Township continues to grow.   
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



F – Non-Motorized Facilities Plan 
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